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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
ETHIOPIA-PART 10 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
JA 1016/1 No, I 

ETHIOPIA: NEW CONSTITUTION 

Mr. Bask to Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd . {Received January 18) 

(No.8. Confidential) Addis Ababa, 

S\t, January 10. 1956. 

In my despatch No. 73 of November 11, I reported that His Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor on November 4 promulgated a new Constitution for Ethiopia, In 
that despatch I undertook to send you and the other recipients of the despatch 
copies of the text of the new Constitution when they had been printed, 3 now have 
the honour to enclose the text together with a memorandum of comment upon it 
which has been prepared by Mr. Rich, who deserves great credit for his work, in 
which Mr. Klliick also participated In the course of preparing this Paper, the 
Constitution was discussed with the French and American Embassies and with 
members of the legal profession, 

2, As 1 reported in my earlier despatch, the new Constitution promises some 
important innovations in this country, especially in respect of popular rights, an 
elected instead of a nominated Lower House of Parliament, greater fiscal control 
on the part of Parliament and a limited degree of Ministerial responsibility to 
Parliament. These are treated in some detail in the attached Paper. At the same 
time, there is much in the new Constitution that confirms in writing the present 
state" of affairs, notably the powers of the Crown Council and also The separate 
income of the Crown from Crown properties. It is also noticeable that in several 
chapters there are “ loophole ” articles that could be used to nullify the rest of the 
chapter concerned. The short comment on the new Constitution must, therefore, 
be lhat it provides for considerable progress in the future but that it also contains 
much that enshrines the present state of affairs in Ethiopia. Except in respect of 
Parliamentary elections, which are to be held within two years, no immediate 
changes may be expected, unless the promised new civil and criminal codes of law 
put the new provisions for civil rights into effect. 

3 t would not go so far as the Advocate-General. Dr. Marein, who 
commented privately to a member of my staff that “ ii was the silliest document he 
had ever read ” but there are undoubtedly anomalies and contradictions wuhm the 
text {these arc pointed out in the attached memorandum) and I believe that the 
final draft as promulgated by the Emperor was produced in great haste. The new 
Constitution has been on the stocks for several years but it is characteristic of 
Ethiopia that the final drafting of a targe part of the (ext was done at the very last 
moment and most of it probably by Mr. Spencer, the American Adviser at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Embassy’s l egal Adviser has also commented 
on the unsatisfactory nature of the drafting from a lawyer's point of view, and no 
doubt qualified lawyers could find many more anomalies and cases of clumsy 
drafting in the text than have appeared to ns. 

4 The new Constitution contains two articles that are of the greatest 
importance vis-a-vis our own treaty relationships with Ethiopia and particularly 
the draft Treaty of Friendship and Commerce that is under negotiation Jt present. 
They are Articles 50 and 122, concerning respectively extradition and the legality 
of international agreements to which the Ethiopian Government has been or shall 
be a party and f would refer the Department in particular to the sections in the 
attached memorandum that deal with these articles. It would be advisable for one 
of the Loual Advisers to check the present form of our draft treaty against the new 
Constitution to find out whether there are any parts of the draft treaty that are 
incompatible with the new Constitution. 

5 A very important constitutional question which is beyond our competence 
here to judge and which ought to be studied hv a constitutional lawyer is the degree 
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to which the present Constitution applies to Eritrea. Article 3 describes the Empire 
of Ethiopia as comprising all the territories including the islands and the territorial 
waters under the sovereignty of the Ethiopian Crown, This must include Eritrea. 
The rest of (he Constitution frequently refers to the Empire as such and it would 
therefore appear implicit that the present Constitution refers to Eritrea as well In 
that case, the Federal Act and the Constitution of Eritrea in so far as they are 
inconsistent with the new Ethiopian Constitution, might seem, in the eyes of the 
Ethiopians in Addis Ababa, legally null and void (ef. Article 122). 1 very much 
doubt, however, whether the Ethiopians have the intention of using their new 
Constitution to upset the present Constitutional arrangements in Eritrea and the 
use o! the words “ shall be a party in Article 122 seems to us strongly reminiscent 
of arguments used by Mr. Spencer over the wording of our own treaty. He may 
be the drafter of this passage and would undoubtedly fed that to use the words 
" a party instead ol "shall be” might have the effect of freezing the position 
a> on the date of the promulgation of the Constitution and of excluding the 
conclusion of future international treaties, &c, I'he words “shall be' 7 should 
therefore be taken as covering both international treaties, &c T at present in force 
and those which may be concluded in future. Mr, Spencer has orally confirmed 
that this reading is correct. Nevertheless, we must watch the possibility that the 
more liberal provisions, providing for Parliamentary elections and popular rights, 
may be used as an excuse for extending in practice the present Constitution to 
Eritrea. This would amount to outright annexation, In this connexion. Article 125, 
which states that the official language of the Empire is Amharie, would be in direct 
Conflict with the Eritrean Constitution, since Amharie is not spoken in Eritrea, 
where the two official languages arc Tigrinya and Arabic. 

6. i here have been a few articles on the new Constitution in the local Press, 
hm I very much doubt whether the ordinary man in the street has any but the 
vaguest knowledge of the new Constitution, even if he were i it teres ted, and almost 
all the rural population must be quit.- unaware of it At llie .same time, the 
younger quasi-intellectual and progressive Ethiopians are probably dissatisfied with 
the anomalies in ti and, above all. T by the powers which it confirms upon the 
conservative elements represented by the Senate and the Crown Council. The 
degree to which the.se crusty old gentlemen still have a large say in affairs h 
illustrated by the following story. By implication in the present Constitution, the 
new Lower House is to be elected by both men and women and the draft Electoral 
Law presented to the Crown Council apparently provided for this. The aged 
Ras Kassa objected most strongly to women having the vote, and had his way. 
The draft Electoral Law has therefore had to be revised to exclude women from 
the vote. I can only add that I hope (he Department will now advise 
Miss Sylvia P ink hurst of the splendid opportunities available to her to follow 
parental traditions on the renovated racecourse in Addis Ababa, which seems 
eminently suitable for such a purpose. I wall gladly undertake to let her know 
when any of His Imperial Majesty's horses are competing. 

7, I am sending copies of this despatch with the enclosures to Her Majesty s 
Consul-General at Asmara and Her Majesty's Consuls at Harar, Mega and 
Mogadishu, the United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Khartoum, the 
POMEF, and their Excellencies the Governors of Kenya and Aden.. I am also 
sending a copy of this despatch to his Excellency the Governor of the Somaliland 
Protectorate, together with extra copies of the text of the Constitution which he 
may wish to distribute to the British Liaison Organisation in the Grazing Areas, 

l have, &c. 

D. L. BUSK, 


Enclosure 

ANALYSIS OF THE NEW ETHIOPIAN CONSTITUTION 
t The 1930 Constitution is printed in Stale Papers, l of. I34 t page 491} 

Chanter I, Succession Lows 

The 1930 Constitution made only rudimentary provision about the succession, 
Like the present one, it perpetuated the line of Haile Selassie {including the mvth 
of the Solomonic descent! and enshrined what amounts more or less to the doctrine 
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of divine right. But the succession was to go to descendants of the Emperor 
“ pursuant to the law of the Imperial House T a law which lias never been 
promulgated. The new Constitution establishes Salic law and firmly rules out the 
female line. 

2. The second part of Article 5 reads a little strangely, since Articles 6 to 16 
determine the order of, and the qualifications for. the succession in some detail. 
Wlr\ is a special law necessary? T his may either be a drafting muddle or it may 
be designed as a loophole, not to disqualify any living person who might have 
legitimate qualifications for the succession but rather to make it possible for a 
future Emperor, with the advice and approval of the Crown Council and 
Parliament, to designate as his successor some member of the imperial Family 
other than the heir apparent or the heir presumptive according to the rules, A 
process of this nature would be in keeping with the time-honoured practice of the 
Emperors throughout the history of Ethiopia, but it would now be necessary to 
pass a special law through Parliament to nominate as the next Emperor someone 
other than the obvious candidate according to the Constitution, 

3. Otherwise there is little of note in the provisions of this chapter for the 
succession to the Throne except that it is characteristically sensible of the Emperor 
to make detailed provisions for matters concerning the succession, regency, oaths 
of allegiance, education and marriage of members of the Imperial family, and even 
for court mourning. 

The Crown Council 

4. The Crown Council was no \ mentioned at all in the 1930 Constitution, It 
probably never existed before the present Emperor came to power and it has 
largely consisted of Church dignitaries, leading magnates, and others who were 
responsible for putting the Emperor in power in the first place. It exists to give 
members of the old school their say in the country’s Administration. Article 70 
alone says how the Crown Council shall be appointed and leaves its membership 
almost entirely to the choice of the Emperor. Nothing is said in the Constitution 
of the position of the Crown Council as regards administration. But in the first 
chapter the Crown Council is given very considerable constitutional powers I — 

Article 8 —Ther determine serious illness on the part of the Emperor, This 
could always mean that if they disapproved strongly of an Emperor or 
his policy, and were themselves strong enough, they could shut him up 
after a Palace revolution and declare him to be seriously :I1 or insane. 

Article 10. The Crown Council form the majority on the Council of Regency 
and determine its two royal members, other than the Empress Mother. 

Article 1L —Similarly, the Crown Council determine serious illness on the part 
of the Crown Prince or the heir presumptive. 

Article 13 .—The Crown Council are to advise the Emperor on the designation 
of an heir presumptive and on determining the qualifications for the 
succession. 

A rude 1 7,—The Crown Council are to advise the Emperor on the education, 
behaviour, travels, &c., of members of the Imperial family. 

Taken together, all this gives the Crown Council important powers and duties and 
virtually gives them sovereign power in the event of a sick or insane Emperor, 
or if the Emperor is a minor. It therefore looks as if the Crown Council are 
established for a long time to come as a support of and check on the dynasty, 
and also as a counter-weight to the Parliament and a means to keep the Church and 
the grands seigneurs happy. The powers which they already have in practice arc 
now^ confirmed in law. 


Chapter il. The Powers and Prerogatives of the Emperor 

5, This chapter appears in several places to subject the Emperor in a 
considerable degree to Parliamentary control. For example. Article 29 only gives 
him the right to declare war with the consent of Parliament, whereas Article 12 
of the old Constitution gives him this absolute power without any Parliamentary 
control. Similarly, although the Emperor under Article 30 has the direction of 
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foreign relations in his own hands, international agreements which involve a 
modification of the territory of the Empire or expenditure from public funds must 
be laid before, and approved by Parliament before they can be ratified. As regards 
Parliament, the Emperor's right to suspend Parliament is limited to 30 days, and 
right of dissolution is coupled with a duty to provide at the same time lor the 
convocation of new Chambers within four months. Under the old Constitution 
the Emperor had full powers to dissolve the Chamber of Deputies and close both 
Houses, white he was only required to arrange for a new £ haniber of Deputies to 
be assembled within four months if he exercised his right of dissolution. The 
Emperor has the right to initiate legislation, but may only proclaim laws after 
[hey have been passed by Parliament; and his decrees, w r hen the Chambers are not 
sitting, are subject to subsequent ratification by Parliament. Article 35 gives the 
Emperor the right and the duty to maintain justice through the Courts and the 
prerogative of mercy. 

6. The - loophote T ' Article in this section is Article 36, which gives the 
Emperor the duty to take all measures necessary for the defence and integrity of 
the Empire, the safety and welfare of its inhabitants, and the protection of its 
subjects, &c„ &e. This Article does, however, say that his rights and powers to do 
this are subject to the other provisions of the Constitution. Nevertheless, it could 
no doubt be quoted in such a way as to give the Emperor full power in practically 
anything, if he so desired. Which is the situation to-day. 


Chapter III.—Rights and Duties of the People 

7, This chapter represents a great advance as regards popular rights on what 
was provided for tn the old Constitution. Much ol it is not practised in Ethiopia 
to-day and much of its real meaning for the future will depend upon the new civil 
and criminal codes which are due to be promulgated shortly, since so many of US 
provisions are qualified with some such phrase as “ according to the law”. I he 
new rights, on paper, in the new Constitution arc ; — 

(pi Equality before the law. 

(t\ Non-discrimination in the enjoyment of civil rights. 

Full religious tolerance. 
ul) Freedom of speech and of the Press, 

ie) Rights of assembly. 

if) Freedom to choose employment and to form occupational associations 

(which presumably means trade unions, This would be a great advance). 

tgl Protection for the family. 

ih) No banishment of Ethiopians from the country, 

(t) Rights of quick trial, defence, production of witnesses, &C. 

(/) Presumption of innocence unless proven guilty. 

(k) No punishment by retroactive legislation. 

(/) No double punishment for the same offence. 

(ni)No cruel or inhuman punishment. 

in) No iimprisonment for debt except in certain circumstances, 

(o) No confiscation or sequestration of properly except for serious crimes. 

At the same time, the duties laid upon the people do not seem to be onerous; only 
one Article (64) is concerned with the duties of the Ethiopian people, who are to 
devote their loyalty to [he Emperor,, to perform public services (including military 
services when called upon) and to exercise the rights of suffrage which arc to be 
granted them. 

g Apart from the fact that much of this chapter depends upon the phrasing 
of the new criminal and civil codes, Article 65 seems to provide a possible saying 
clause which could be used to annul any of the other Articles in this chapter, since 
the requirements of pubtic order and the general welfare can be used to cover a 
multitude of sins. 

9, The chapter makes reasonable provision Tor the Emperor s immunity from 
suit, for the possibility of bringing action against public Departments, and for 
penalties for bringing frivolous actions against the Government, 
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10. Article 50 is an important one for us, ft says that no Ethiopian subject 
mav be extradited to a foreign countrv and no other person shall re extradited 
except as provided by international agreement. S his means that the present 
unwritten arrangements between the Ethiopian authorities concerned and the 
authorities in the Somaliland Protectorate and northern Kenya For extraditing 
persons against whom there is a reasonable prima facie case in respect ol criminal 
charges can no longer operate. It will also mean that there can now be no question 
of provision for extradition being made in (he Draft Treaty of Commerce and 
Friendship which is under negotiation. Presumably we should not be interested 
in anv agreement which provided on our side for the extradition of British subjects 
and Protected persons to Ethiopia and on the Ethiopian side for the extradition 
only of non-Ethiopian nationals. 


Chapter IV.—The Ministers of the Empire 

11 The 1930 Constitution onlv devoted two very jejune Articles (4b and 49) 
to the Ministers of the Empire, whose duties are much more fully dealt with in this 
new Constitution They are individual!v responsible to the Emperor for discharging 
ihe duties of these respective Ministries (Article 6E1 but they are also collectively 
responsible as a Council of Ministers for alt advice and recommendations submitted 

His Maiestv in Council. There would appear to be a slight discrepancy between 
Articles 68* and 69. but the distinction between individual and collective 
responsibility may be good constitutional law. 

12 A significant development is that Ministers arc made subject to a limited 
decree of responsibility to Parliament. Both the Prime Minister and other Ministers 
have the ritffil to address either or both Houses on their own initiative it they wish, 
and they are now obliged, in person or through a representative to answer orally 
or in writing questions concerning their office (in the case of the Prime Minister) or 
legislation to be enacted fin the case of other Ministers). Under the old Constitution 
they were not allowed to attend sessions of Parliament at all without the express 
consent of the Emperor, 

13. Article 74 is, on the surface to be welcomed, since it appears to preclude 
Ministers or persons in Government service from receiving outside financial rewards, 
becoming parlies to contracts, or indulging in commercial activity other than the 
management or development of their own private property. When, however, this 
Article is more closely examined it will be seen to be very loosely worded. It is 
doubtful whether it will be at all strictly applied except m the case of any Minister 
or official whom the Emperor. Parliament, or other powerful person or group, 
wants to get rid of. 


Chapter V- Pari Lament 

14, The provisions regarding Parliament are barely comparable with 
Chapter IV of the old Constitution, which was designed to be purely temporary and 
probably experimental arrangement. The great novelty is the provision for a Lower 
Flotrsc to be elected within two years, I he shape of the new Lower House will 
depend on the final form of the electoral law. which is already in draft. If, as 
appears likely, the law includes property and literacy qualifications for candidates 
■tiid electors, it will restrict electoral power to the northern provinces and to Amhara 
or Shoan colonists in the south, since the predominantly Muslim or pagan subject 
races in the southern provinces do not own their land and cannot read or write 
Amharic. This will make for a Lower House controlled by the Christian elements 
to a decree disproportionate to their total number in the country. U is probable 
that the Emperor's idea is that the Lower House should start off as a sounding board 
for public opinion; a lively opposition and vigorous parliamentary life will probably 
not exist for many years to come. 

15 The Senate is still retained as a body of reliable Imperial nominees which 
can be used to ensure that conservatism still has its say and any irresponsible 
tendency to innovation on the part of the Lower House can be checked by the 
Senate. 

16 The provisions regarding legislation may be extremely significant. 
Article 88 still gives the Emperor the absolute last word on legislation since even 
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if the Bin is approved by both Houses he need not promulgate it automatically, and 
can return it to (he Chambers with his observations or with a new proposal of 
legislation. He can also contrive that the Senate, under Article 91 * should disagree 
with the Lower House on legislation. On the other hand, genuine initiative on 
legislation, which was previously withheld, is now granted to Parliament, 

17, Article £6, and again Article 115 im the chapter on finance) provide 
by implication for the control of public expenditure by the Lower House. It appears 
however, that there is no explicit provision that all expenditure must be actually 
approved by the Lower House; proposals for expenditure must merely, according 
to the text, be presented for their approval, and it is nowhere explicitly slated that 
public expenditure without parliamentary agreement is illegal. It is merely implicit 
in Chapter VIL 


Chapter VI.—The Judicial Power 

18. This chapter is sketchy in the extreme. Trials have been rigged before 
when it suited the Imperial interest or the interest of other powerful people, and 
they can undoubtedly continue to be rigged so far as the new Constitution goes. 
Article HO, which lays down the independence of the judiciary, may, however, be 
an improvement in this respect. There is no mention of the " administrative courts " 
and others which deal in secret with the impeachment of provincial Governors, &c., 
and it is, regrettably, only too likely that these wilt continue to sit as they have in 
the past. The only special provision regarding the trial of officials is in Article 75, 
which provides that Ministers, including (he Prime Minister, shall on!) be tried in 
the Supreme Imperial Court, prosecution being initiated by the Emperor or by a 
majority vote in both Houses of Parliament and a special prosecutor being 
appointed by the Emperor, In cases which " might endanger public order ” judges 
may sit in camera. 

19. The Ethiopian judicial system is not likely to be improved by Chapter VI 
of the new Constitution. 


Chapter VII. Finance 

20. Articles 1 13 and 114 are a very definite advance on the old Constitution 
which merely laid down in Article 21 that the nation was bound to pay legal taxes. 
It is now provided that taxes may oniy be imposed, increased, reduced. &c„ by law, 
and that no public revenue may be expended except as authorised by law. Rut 
what is the law? (See paragraph 17 above.* 

2L The old Constitution provided for an annual budget, but (he procedure 
has been totEilIy unsatisfactory and the budget has only been produced when the 
actual expenditure has been known, with the Gilbertian result that budget and 
expenditure for any one year are identical to (he last dollar. Under Article M5 
there is to be a definite fiscal year and a budget is to be presented to Furl la ment 
in advance of the coming fiscal year in the form of the draft of a law. If both Houses 
of Parliament arc to be open to the public while they are in session, and if excuses 
are not continually found for closing Parliament to outsiders, this should mean that 
the Ethiopian Government's budget should be available to diplomatic 
representatives and the public before (he year to which it applies. This will be a 
*reat advance. It remains to be seen how far the Constitution is applied in practice 
m this respect for some years to come, 

22. Articles 120 and 121 make provision for the public accounting of receipts 
and expenditures and their auditing by the Auditor-General. A Canadian 
iMr. Hopkinson) has just been appointed by the Emperor for this purpose, so there 
seems to be a reasonable chance that these Articles will be applied, although this 
gentleman himself, when recent!) approached on the subject, had not even seen 
the relevant provisions in the Constitution. 

23. Parliamentary control of finance raises an interest mg question, if the 
Parliament were ever‘to refuse to vote the budget and withhold funds (which 
presumably is constitutionally possible), could the Emperor continue the 
Government without Parliamentary funds? Article 19 provides for the revenue 
from Crown property to be available to the Emperor and inalienable from the 
Crown. It is the Emperor's right to administer these properties and the income 
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from them for the benefit of the Crown and Empire, The Emperor and other 
members of the Imperial family are also entitled to hold private property 
in their own names. The Emperor is thus provided with three separate sources 
of income; — 

\a) Crown properly- -income from Crown lands which belong to she Emperor 
qua Emperor. These are said to be 11 inalienable ': 

1/3) Income irom private proper;\ which may personal!) belong to the Emperor 
as opposed to the Crown; 

ic) The civil list Which 1 $ voted by Parliament. 

Thus the new Constitution perpetuates the present arrangements whereby not only 
is there the Government budget provided by taxation but there is also a kind of 
second budget administered by the Emperor himself coming from the income 
from Crown property. We shall probably never know the exLcnt of this income, 
but it is undoubtedly considerable, It is possible that if ever a major dispute 
between Emperor and Parliament were to arise the Emperor could carry the 
administration of the country on his own revenues. As the country's economy 
expands and becomes more complex, however, and us Lhe Government of the 
country becomes accordingly more expensive, it will become increasingly difficult 
for the Emperor to do so. 


Chapter V!II.—General Provisions 

24. Despite Mr. Spencer’s assurance about its interpretation, the exact 
meaning of Article 122 could be open to doubt Iscc paragraph 5 of covering 
despatch). It ail future legislation, decrees, &c„ inconsistent with the Constitution 
" shah he ” null and void* it might give the Ethiopians an opportunity to denounce 
unilaterally international agreements to which they may enter in the future on 
(he grounds that they had discovered or been advised that all or part of such an 
international agreement was contrary to their own Constitution. Similar!), if any 
past treaty or international agreement did not suit the Ethiopians the) might 
always try to invoke this Article as an excuse for disowning all or part of their 
obligations. It is doubtful if this is in fact the intention. The Constitution, and 
international agreements, whether present or future, are established as the supreme 
law and the reference to " future legislation ” must surely be only to domestic and 
internal acts. However, delay in ratification of our present draft treaty with (he 
Ethiopians even after the text has been signed may be involved* since international 
treaties are part of the Supreme Law of the Empire* and this might require further 
legislation on the part of the Ethiopian Government before the Treaty could be 
raiified. 

25. Article 122 stales that the present revised Constitution is the supreme law 
of the Empire. It is normal, in countries which have a written Constitution, to 
provide for a Supreme Court to adjudicate in questions affecting the interpretation 
of the Constitution. No such interpreting authority is provided for hi the present 
text, 

26. Since Article 123 states that ihc city of Addis Ababa is the capital of 
the Empire, any move of the capital to Bahar Dar or anywhere else would need 
an amendment of the Constitution. 

27. Articles 126 and 127 establish the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Tf\, 
the monophysite ChurchL It is extraordinary that so importa t a force in the 
life of this country should have been relegated to so low a place in the Constitution. 
This is probably a last-minute addition forgotten in the earlier drafting. 

2H. Article 130 is of interest to us in that it says that all products of the 
subsoil and of forests, and grazing lands* water courses. &l\. are State domain, 
this has obvious implications for the Somali grazing areas. Similarly* from a 
legal point of view* the estates in Ethiopia of deceased persons which have not been 
claimed by inheritors abroad are State domain, and there could be a danger of 
the Ethiopian Government impounding such estates under this clause. 

29. Article 131 is of (lie greatest significance. Hitherto the issue or (hi 
amendment of the Constitution has been the exclusive prerogative of the Emperor 
himself (even though in his speech from the Throne the Emperor said that the 
new Constitution had been approved by Parliament before promulgation). New f 
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power is certainly given to Parliament io amend the Const Hut ion, bui il is highly 
probable that the Emperor will always be able to manipulate Parliament* certainly 
in (he Senate if not in the Chamber of Deputies, to ensure (he reject ion of any 
amendment which displeased him. In reverse, however* it might be difficult fo^ 
[he Emperor himself to have the Constitution amended since he would have to 
influence at least three-quarters of the Lower House: the Senate, being his own 
nominees, should present no problem. 
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JA 1011/2 No, 2 

ETHIOPIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1955 

Mr, Husk kf Ur, Selwyn Lloyd, (Received March 71 

(No, 23* Confidential) Addis Ababa. 

gj r February 28. 1956 

In accordance with standing instructions, T have the honour to submit a review 
of events in Ethiopia and Eritrea during the year 1955* 

2, This year was (he Silver Jubilee Year* and the first twenty-five years of 
the present Emperor's reign were marked by lavish and spectacular celebrations 
in November. For the preceding six months,, however, almost everyone's activity 
In the capital was devoted to preparations for (he Jubilee celebrations and for 
the International Trade Fair and Exhibition held during the month of November. 
In the characteristic fashion of Ihis country, preparations for the Sliver Jubilee 
had been chewed over for months and even years, hut the actual detailed 
arrangements were left until the last few days. Again, characteristically, the 
processions and ceremonial all went off with hardly a hitch and proved impressively 
spectacular, although there was ,i very slight tendency to run a little behind 
schedule. Many of Lite foreign journalists who had come to sneer found it more 
difficult to do so than they bad expected and, indeed, those of us who know 
Ethiopia and its ways, and who feared the worst, were agreeably surprised. There 
was a large Diplomatic Corps specially accredited here for the occasion, of which 
1 had the honour to be doyen, and" many countries which are not normally 
represented in Addis Ababa sent special representatives, the Government of South 
Korea even sending their Minister from London. 

1 The Silver Jubilee was widely reported in the world press, on television 
and newsreels and undoubtedly fulfilled one of the Emperor's objectives in putting 
on such an impressive show, namely that of drawing the eves of the world upon 
Ethiopia. But probably an even more important objective from His Imperial 
Majesty's point of view" was that of impressing lus own subject, and particularly 
the inhabitants of the capital with the might, majesty, dominion and glory of the 
regime. This he probably succeeded in doing, though rhe Highland Ethiopian 
is not very volatile in his expression of enthusiasm: lie is not easily fooled cither 
The Trade Fair, as I have already reported, probably gave no one any extra trade 
and caused a arcat deal of expense both to foreign Governments who set up 
pavilions and to (he merchant houses operating in rhe country who were obliged 
u> exhibit but, on the other hand, it demonstrated to the large numbers of humble 
Ethiopians who drifted around the fair that (he Emperor and his Government 
were in touch with all that was most modern and impressive in the outride world, 

4. In speaking of the Silver Jubilee, one should always remember that thy 
Emperor, although^he has actually reigned for twenty-five years, was from l l '\~ 
to 1930 one of the most influential people in the country, even though he had not 
always, as Regent, lull powers, and even though his modernising tendencies in the 
1920*a were for (.[uitc long periods successfully opposed by conservative dements. 
The promulgation of the 1931 Constitution shortly after his coronation marked 
the end of the lirst stage of Haile Selassies impression upon his country: the 
promulgation of the new Constitution during the Jubilee celebrations can be 
regarded as the culmination of the second stage in the history of his regime. We 
are perhaps embarking now upon a third stage where civil liberties of a kind 
normally enjoyed in the Anglo-Saxon countries will gradual!) be brought in, 
first in Addis Ababa and then perhaps in the provinces, rule of law will be more 
trulv established in practice and not only in tfieorv. and the foundations of some 
form of parliamentary democracy laid. For himself, the Emperor probably wishes 
to remain an autocrat (albeit of the benevolent kind), but he is not averse from 
making his heirs and successors more bound by constitutional tics than he h 
himself. The Constitution, Sodden tally, establishes in black and while some 
traditional Ethiopian practices which give the conservative elements and the 
feudal magnates areal powers behind the scenes. Much will depend on the new 
Civil and Criminal Coties of Law and on the Electoral Law, all of which are 
promised for early promulgation. The terms of these laws and the way in which 
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they are applied will largely determine how far liberty and the rule of law ii$ 
we understand it will ever be applied iif this country. 

5. Internally, little happened In Ethiopia during the year. Internal security, 
except in Eritrea, in the distant South-West and in Ethiopian Somaliland, continued 
to be good and, wherever 1 or members of my staff went on lour in the provinces, 
stability was evident* Even Lhe turbulent northern provinces of Tigre and Gojjam 
appear to have been w r dl behaved. Corruption among Government officials in 
the provinces continues and probably always will, and in many areas administration 
as we understand it is almost non-existent, but the gradual progress towards 
effective administration undoubtedly continues. Administration may still be comic 
to our way of thinking, but in the provinces the average Ethiopian peasant tills 
his land and leads his life in the knowledge ihat he will not be molested by his 
neighbours and tliat so long as he pays Ids taxes and refrains from violence the 
Government will leave him alone. 

m Political life in the normally accepted sense of the word is non-existent 
in Ethiopia. It is a matter of personalities and of cliques, Major surprise w.k 
therefore caused by the fall in April of the Minister of the Pen. Wolde Gjorgis. 
who was turned out of his office and exiled to be Governor-General of the smali 
central province oi Arussi. The reason for his fall was probably that he had 
become too strong. After Wolde Giorgis bad gone, there were considerable 
Government changes spread out over a number of months, and he himself was 
replaced m the key job of the Minister of the Pen (which is approximately 
equivalent to Lord Privy Seali by Taferra Worq, the Emperors Private Secretary 
who continues to iiofd both posts and* although fairly helpful and moderately 
dheient by Ethiopian standards, is not in m> considered view a strong personality 
The strongest person under the Emperor is'now undoubtedly A;o Mafcaxvteo, the 
VJmister of Finance—stiilwan T conservative, opinionated, miserly and incor¬ 
ruptible. Nevertheless, the Emperor still undoubtedly keeps the reins of power 
lit his hands and retains his general grip of everything that is going on. although 
at one stage there were 'ben- that without Wolde Gtorgis he was beginning to 
base his control. In a country where almost everyone avoids work, the Emperor 
stands out a? a tireless worker. Even His Imperial Majesty, however, shares his 
subjects’ congenital dislike of making decisions* 

J s1 Fritrea. July saw the fall of Deiazmatch Ted la Bairn from his pusi 
of Chief Executive and his succession by Thau ran (now Dejazmatch) As f ah a 
\Volde Mikael fed la Bairn had treated the Assembly' with increasing 
off nanded ness as. indeed, had other members of his Government, and after a crisis 

Inch Ted la Buim suspended the Assembly for twenty days for nassinc a v ote 
of no confidence in its President, his ally, it became cfe that he had lost the 
support o! the Emperor and Ethiopian authorities 35 well. Ted I a Bairu thus found 
himself in an impossible position and had to resign* 

The present Chief Executive, who had Formerly been Vice-Representative 
ol the Emperor in Eritrea, has been careful to avoid his predecessor's mistakes 
jivd since his election hi August has treated the Assembly wish some show of 
deference. He is undoubtedly working for outright union with Ethiopia in the 
wag run, and Juts succeeded in packing the key posts in the territory with Unionists 
who will he able to influence the elections this coming August, but Dcjazmatch 
Asfaha is unlikely to make any rash or ill-considered moves in the direction of 
union for the dene being. U is likewise most unlikely that any orders to speed 
matters up will come from Addis Ababa in view of the desire of the Ethiopian 
Government, to avoid any scene over Eritrea in the United Nations before I960 
when the future of (he former Italian Somaliland wilt once more come to the fore 
The Ethiopians have seen that it is in their interests to carry on observing the 
outward forms of Federation in Eritrea until I960 as witness of their good faith, 
smee they are quite likely to press in I960 for a similar arrangement incorporating 
cv-fLahan Somaliland Into the Emperors dominions, 

9 r said earlier that security in Eritrea had not been qood The problem 
of bandits, or shifta as they are called in Eritrea, Tigs always been in existence in 
this over-populated and relatively infertile territory When the land is poor it is 
mdurT for some of the inhabitants to take to the bush is robbers, but nevertheless 
durim: the past ten years there has grown up a body of what might he termed 
professional shifta. who are little more than hired assassins used for political 
purposes, The British Administration in Eritrea was much pi igued by the activities 
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of these bunds; from 1945 until 1950 or so, when it became plain that Eritrea 
was to be iederated with Ethiopia, there were strong grounds for suspecting 
that a large number of the shifta had been in Lhe pay of the Ethiopians. Earlier 
this year there was a very similar recrudescence of shifta activity beyond the 
normal scale, and it was generally believed ihut the Ethiopian Government were 
employing the shift a once more, this time lo show that TedJa Bairu and his 
Administration were incapable of keeping, order. 1’edla Bairu invoked a 
proclamation originally drawn up during the British ad mi nisi ration conferring 
wide powers of arrest and search on the Eritrean police, and [he lack of Ethiopian 
support tor him was immediately re dec ted in an amnesty that was proclaimed by 
the Emperor over the Chief Executive's head only a few days later. Since the end 
of the amnesty period tin October), the Eritrean police have been claiming that 
there are no longer any “ professional shifta " in Eritrea, only a few villagers 
occasionally indulging in nefarious practices, it the ret ore appears from the 
numerous incidents which we are still hearing about that the Eritrean shifta are 
now out of control 

10. Otherwise in Eritrea the continued run-down of economy is noticeable 
and local purchasing power is steadily decreasing, especially as the once large 
foreign community dwindles. Adequate guarantees for further investment of 
foreign capital have not been forthcoming, the Italian exodus from the country 
continues though on a much smaller scale, and Lhe native population who live 
on a Sand much less fertile than that of central or southern Ethiopia are suffering 
from increasing poverty. By itself, E rilrea has nc\cr been economically viable 
and the artificially increased standard of living which was achieved by cosily kalian 
invest mem in the country can no longer be maintained. The residents of Eritrea 
have to pay for two Governments, and Her Majesty's Consul-General reports that 
even many of those Italian business men who stilt remain m Eritrea appear now 
to be resigned to [he prospect of full union between EriLrea and Ethiopia as the 
only way out of their difficulties. 

11. Federation with Eritrea has caused the Ethiopian Government, and the 
Emperor personally, to lake a lively interest in marine affairs; there is now a 
marine depart mem within Lhe Ministry of Defence* which for a time even had a 
Vice-Minister in charge of ih find a Naval College has been opened at Massnwu, 
There has also been considerable marine legislation over the last few years; some 
of it has, however, been half-baked and some ol it is causing some hardship to 
locally established British trading interests. At the same time, no major develop¬ 
ments have taken place in Assab or Massawa. The port nf Assab continues to 
handle an increasing amount of traffic, the value of imports and exports transiting 
the port having doubled in the last two years alone, thanks to the maintenance 
work done on the road from Addis Ababa to Assab. Massawa is also handling 
more traffic, much to the detriment of Jibuti, where the French are very much 
aware of the Ethiopians' intention to divert as much merchandise as possible 
through Assab and Massawa. 

12. In her foreign relations, Ethiopia has had a fairly successful year, but 
the tendency reported in last year's annual review for her lo become against her 
will more and more involved with neighbouring countries has continued. She 
fins, however, got off to a good start in her relations with the Sudan, and the 
failure of the Egyptians to get control of that country as demonstrated by the 
Declaration of Sudanese Independence on January I war greeted with ill-disguised 
glee here. Previously, in April, the Sudanese Prime Minister had visited Addis 
Ababa and, I believe, tentatively discussed future arrangements for control of Blue 
Nib Waters with the Ethiopian Government. Undoubtedly the Emperor and hb 
Government arc out to be friendly with an independent Sudan and diplomatic 
relations of a normal sort have already been established, Egypt undoubtedly 
continues to be the chief object of suspicion to Ethiopian eyes as an expansionist 
and aggressively Muslim Power, and a large Egyptian "Trade” Mission which 
came to Ethiopia ire Jul) was kept ail the time in Addis Ababa, neutralised by the 
superb delaying tactics of tht Ethiopians* Nevertheless, over Israel the Ethiopian 
Government have sat on the fence and writ no doubt continue to do so. Ethiopia 
s.nt delegates to the conference at Bandung in April, but they appear to have 
idtcred nothing bin platitudes. The Ethiopians* although privately conscious of 
belonging to the world of Asia and Africa, at the same time . re snobs and like 
to think of themselves as a white Power. They also will take great care not to 
offend the Americans unduly* pertly because America is still a brirtger of gifts and 
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also because ultimately, I believe, the Ethiopians are on the side of the angels, 
and if they bad to choose between Communism and the West, would alien 
themselves with Britain and America in spite of the tendency noted in paragraph !4 
below. 

U. This has not, however, prevented Ethiopia from continuing to make a 
lot of fuss about her friendship with Yugoslavia, and every effort was put into 
making Marshal Tito’s State visit in December, which lasted for over two weeks, 
a success. This was the first State visit ever to he paid by an actual Head of 
State to this country, but it probably did no real good for Yugoslav-Ethiopian 
relations, since 1 believe that Tito's suite made numerous disparaging remarks 
about Ethiopia while their President was in Egypt afterwards, and most educated 
Ethiopians were likewise disgusted at the lavish and intensive security precautions 
which were taken during Marshal Tito’s visit here, 

14. As regards the Communist bloc, Ethiopians, although formally anti¬ 
communist, are attracted by what the Czechs in particular have to offer, both in 
cheap goods and possibly in capita! investment, and they arc not as aware of the 
dangers of political penetration following trade as they ought to be. The American 
Embassy claim to have detected the growth of a certain vague neutralist outlook, 
possibly the result of the Bandung Conference, possibly the result of ant [-American 
feeling, on which outlook the Communist Powers know so well how to trade. 
This danger is one which I shall watch carefully in the coming year, but l do not 
rate it very high at the moment. 

15. Until the unfortunate death in mid-summer of the Italian Ambassador, 
it seemed that at long last a Treaty of Reparations would be signed with Italy 
which would once and for all restore normal relations between the two countries. 
Up till now this treaty has. however, not been signed even though the text is ready 
in final form. Someone, probably the Emperor, ls hesitating. Any further delay 
will. 1 fear, severely hamper the future relationship between Italy and this country, 
Meanwhile, a further source of trouble is the vexed question of the frontier between 
ex-Italian Somaliland and Ethiopia which has never been dearly deli tied by treaty 
and which both Governments arc under pressure in the United Nations to sort 
out. The Italians have only four years to go in Somalia and sire not interested 
m prejudicing their relations with Ethiopia (where trade and the large number 
of ex-patriate Italian artisans still re proem vast interests) in favour of She 
exorbitant demands of the Somalis under their tutelage. They are not prepared 
to demand, for example, on behalf of the Somalis that Ethiopia right up to Harar 
should, after I960, come under lhe Government of Mogadishu. At the same time, 
the Ethiopians, who probably have their eves hi federation with Somalia, wish 
to keep the question open until I960, 

16. Anglo-Ethiopian relations remain reasonably cordial, although there is 
always a danger of their being severely upset by events in the Hand and (he 
reserved area. The border with Kenya has now been demarcated on the ground 
and the report of the Boundary Commission has been signed, We only now need 
to await the production of the final maps for the whole exercise to^be lied up 
and the formal transfer of territories to take place, so that the newly demarcated 
line may be the final one. Duma real ion of the boundary has not. however, 
reduced tribal raiding, and North-West Kenya has once more suffered from the 
depredations of the Ethiopian Gelubba. The Ethiopians themselves had by 
November largely disarmed the Ha mar Cockd. the Gefubbas troublesome 
neighbours, but their special police force had run out of supplies and 
radons and had thus suspended operations. 1 hope the representations that 
I made here in December, and also a visit which Her Majesty’s Consul at Mega 
paid to (he Acting Governor-Genera I of the area will have done something to 
speed up disarmament. 

I 7 - Little progress has been made with our draft Treaty of Commerce and 
f riendship with the Ethiopians. We had further tentative negotiations in June 
and the Minister for Foreign Affairs was due Eo call in at London for discussions 
on his way to the United Nations in the autumn, but did not in the event put in 
an appearance. 1 hope trial some real progress will, however, be made this year. 
The other outstanding agreement between our two countries is the Air Services 
Agreement on which we have still failed to reach agreement with the Ethiopians 
about the accompanying route schedules. Meanwhile’ the airlines of both countries 
Lire Operating on temporary' six months’ permits the routes which they had hitherto 
been flying. 
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I& At the end oi February the Haud and the Reserved Area were returned 
to full Ethiopian sovereignty and the Liaison Organisation* as provided for in the 
1954 London Agreement* was set up. The hand-over passed off reasonably 
smoothly* but during the year the difficulties in working the agreement gradually 
increased and the liaison officer and his stall at times were beset with great 
difficulties. At the same time there was an increasing volume of incidents of 
various Sorts in the scheduled territories, consisting mainly of attacks by British 
and Ethiopian Somalis on Ethiopian posts; in the autumn a very severe outburst 
of lighting occurred in the area between two British tribes, lhe Habr Yunis and 
Habr Toljaaia. On my return from leave in October. 1 therefore passed through 
Hargeisa and Harar and arranged that a meeting between the Somaliland 
Protectorate Government and the Harar Provincial Authorities should be held to 
sort out as much as possible between the two sides over the incidents which had 
occurred, within the terms of the 1954 London Agreement* This proposal was 
duly approved by Her Majesty's Government and the Ethiopian Government and 
■i conference was duly held at Harar to discuss these matters, not without some 
delay caused by disagreement over the form which the agenda should take. The 
meetings opened on December 12 and lasted, with interruptions, to January 20 and 
resulted in a final document about 100 pages long. While the Ethiopian side 
refused to discuss questions of interpretation of the 1954 Agreement, they did 
give an indication during the conference how they interpreted it. The grounds 
on which we and the Ethiopians disagree are now more or less clear and have 
been recorded in the final document. At the same time many minor disagreements 
were pul right, and it is to be hoped that there will be closer co-operation between 
(he Ethiopian District Authorities and the Liaison Organisation in the scheduled 
territories as a result of the Hurar Conference* The next stage will be meetings 
at a higher level in Addis Ababa about which I am corresponding at present with 
the Department. To sum up the present situation in the scheduled Somali areas, 
I can perhaps say that, although relations between British and Ethiopian authorities 
are better than they were, they are still nowhere near satisfactory. This problem 
is at present the major one with which this embassy has to deal. 

19. A problem about which Her Majesty’s Government will have to make 
up their minds in terms of general policy is the future of the whole Horn of Africa* 
This will become acute before I960 when the future of Somalia, i.t\. of the United 
Nations Trust Territory at present under Italian administration, comes up once 
more for a decision. Not only will Her Majesty's Government have to make up 
their minds whether they wish to support an independent Somalia (which can 
hardly be economically viable) or countenance some form of federation with 
Ethiopia, which would almost certainly be violently opposed by the Somalis 
themselves, but they will also have to consider for how long they propose to be 
responsible for the government of the present Protectorate, to the inhabitants of 
which we have always promised that we should leave them to themselves once rhev 
wanted us to go. This is a highly complicated problem and one on which it will 
be very difficult to reach a decision as to where British interests really lie, but upon 
it will depend much of our future relationship with Ethiopia herself. 

20. The small hut favourable balance of trade that Ethiopia has consistently 
experienced during the past two years did not materialise in 1954 55 owing 
principally to the drop in world coffee prices, a commodity upon which this country 
is so dangerously dependent for foreign exchange. Imports, consisting mainly of 
textiles, foodstuffs, vehicles, machinery and building materials* continued their 
normal upward trend, rising from £22*168,060 in 1953-54 to £23*225,500 in the 
year ended September 10, 1955. Exports, however, showed a disturbing drop 
from £24,946,100 in 1953-54 to £22*001,300. thus resulting in a trade deficit of 
about £1] million. The fact that coffee prices are sLill low has caused manv 
exporters to retain their exports in the Etope of better prices prevailing later on, 
but this in turn has resulted in a shortage of money in die capital and importers 
are asking for longer credit terms from foreign exporters. British exporters do 
not appear to be as willing as their Continental and Far Eastern competitors to 
meet these credit demands and we are thus losing some ground* our share of the 
total imports into Ethiopia* by value, having droppedTrom 12-4 per cent in 
1953 54 to 9 H per cent in 1954-55. When the officially-sponsored British Trade 
Mission visited Ethiopia for one week at the end of February, 1 had some hopes 
that at last British exporters were taking a serious interest in the undoubted 
potentialities that exist in this country for the sale of cheap but reliable exports. 
The mission produced an excellent report which was much admired and appreciated 
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by Ethiopian officials. The good work done by [he mission, however, was to a 
large extent undone by the poor impression created by our official enquiry stand 
at the Trade Fair in November when our efforts were completely eclipsed by those 
of even some small Central European countries who apparently recognise the trade 
potential that exists here. 

21. No major construction works were begun during the sear under review 
but there are signs now that international tenders may be called for within the 
next few months for large-scale development projects, Some serious obstacles 
have prevented the signing of an agreement with the American Export-Import 
Bank for a loan of 24 million United Slates dollars with which to improve and 
expand air transportation services in Ethiopia, and it is by no means certain now 
that this laan—whieh would tie Ethiopia to the United States for the supply of 
planes and airfield equipment —will eventually be accepted by both parties. The 
Development Bank and the imperial Highways Authority, both partly financed 
by I.B.R.D. Joans, continue to perform steady but not spectacular service towards 
developing this country. The other I.B.R.D,-financed organisation, however, the 
Imperial telecommunications Board, is now facing serious financial and Staffing 
difficulties which may result in the J.RR..D, withdrawing all financial and technical 
support to this country. So much depends on the Ethiopians" ability to put and 
keep their own house in order that I must admit that, without such foreign 
assistance, the chances of maintaining internal financial stability combined with 
definite progress on the much-needed development projects are exceedingly remote 

22. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Khartoum, Cairo, Rome and Washington; Her Majesty's Consul-General at 
Asmara and Her Majesty's Consuls at Harar. Mega and Mogadishu and to the 
Governors of Kenya, Aden and the Somaliland Protectorate and to the Political 
Office. Middle East Forces. Nicosia, 

T have, &c\ 

D. L. BUSK. 


Enclosure 

January 

Public announcement of the London Agreement on the return to 
Ethiopian administration of the Reserved Area and the Hand 
(concluded on November 29, f954L 

HM7 Meetings in Harar to arrange details of hand-over of scheduled 
and territories. 

24 “25 


February 

20-26 Visit of United Kingdom Trade Mission, 

27 Arrival of Czech Trade Mission. 

28 Hand-over in the Haud and the Reserved Areas. 

March 

4 12 Visit of two senior officials of the United States Foreign Operations 
Administration to look into the “ Investment Climate *' and discuss 
a United States Government Investment Guarantee Plan, 


I pril 

Fall of the former Minister of the Pen, Wolde Giorgis, followed by 
numerous major changes in Government appointment (spread over 
about six months!. 

Visit to Addis Ababa of Ismail El A/liari. Prime Minister of the Sudan, 
and tentative Sudanese-Ethiopian discussions of Nile Waters. 
Ethiopian Delegation attended Bandung Conference* 

April 27 Goodwill visit by live R A F. Vampire aircraft from Aden, 

May 2 
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May 

18 Postponement of Anglo-Ethiophm Air Services Agree mem negotiations, 
with exchange of licences for continued operation of existing routes 
for six months, 

25 Small Ethiopian Delegation attends Near East Economic Conference 
at Beirut. 

June 

3 Exchange of notes between Ethiopia and Canada granting Ethiopia 

most-favoured-nation treatment in Canada and making provision 
for non-discrimination in trade matters. 

4 Ras Abebe Aregai appointed to be first Minister of National Defence. 
Tentative Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty discussions in Addis Ababa; revised 

British draft text transmitted* 

12-14 Visit to Ethiopia of the commission under Sir brands Mudtc investi¬ 
gating the work and methods of the Desert Locust Control 
Organisation, 

July 

1 Ethiopia joins U.N.E.S.C.O. 

Political crisis in Eritrea. Resignation of Dedjazmatch Tedla Bairu 
(Chief Executive) and Dedjazmatch At: Radai l President of lire 
Assembly!. This had been preceded by an increase in shifta 
activity in Eritrea, 

Discussion of Ethiopian frontier with Somalia in United Nations. 
Large Egyptian Commercial Mission, headed by the former Egyptian 
Ambassador to Ethiopia iDr. Chiati), in Addis Ababa during the 
month. 

Arrival of new Yugoslav Ambassador, Lieut.-Cotonel Dusan Kveder. 
former Assistant Chief of Staff of Yugoslav Armed Forces. 

>8 Sheikh Idris Mohammed A Jem elected President of the Eritrean 
Assembly. 


A ttgust 

H Fitaurari Asfaha Wolde Mikael elected Chief Executive in Eritrea 
Exchange of notes concerning hand-over of G umbel la in 1956, 


Scpumher 

Growing unrest in the Ogaden and some attacks by armed Somalis on 
Ethiopian posts in that area. Ethiopian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs present at the United Nations and elected one of the six 
Vice-Presidents of the 9th Session of the General Assembly, 
Delegation from the British-protected tribes present in New York 
during all the 9th Session 

24 Signature of Report of Kenya-Eihiopia Boundary Commission. 


October 

New Nava! Academy opened in Maxsawu. 


November 

1 Presentation of special credentials by Diplomatic Corps. 

3 Celebration of Silver Jubilee of Emperor’s ('oronatiuit Day 

4 Promulgation of the new Constitution by the Emperor at the formal 

Opening of Parliament. 

Nov. 5- Silver Jubilee Exhibition and Trade Fair. 

Dec. 4 

18 Six-monthly temporary route permits for respective air services 

prolonged for six more months, 

19 British National Day at the Trade Fair. 
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December 

11-24 Visit of Marshal Tito to Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

12 21 Harar Conference between representatives of Somaliland Protectorate 

and and Harar Provincial Authorities. 

Jan. 2-20 United Nations General Assembly instructs Italian and Ethiopian 
Governments to report on progress made over border negotiations 
to next General Assembly. 

Desert Locust Control: meeting of Addis Ababa Coordinating 
Committee includes Sudan representative and makes important 
plans for future work 
Dec. 22- Emperor in Eritrea. 

Jan. 17 

9 32 Visit of German Minister for Economic Affairs, Dr. Erhard. 
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J 1043/104 No. 3 

ANGLO'ETHIOPIA\ TALKS* APRIL 1ft 24, 1956 

Mr. Busk to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, {Received May 3) 

(No. 40, Confidential! Addis Ababa, 

$jr T April 23, 1956. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State will be making to you a detailed 
report on the work of his delegation in Addis Ababa during the last fortnight. It 
will be needless for riie, therefore, to cover the same ground, but I have the honour 
to submit some comments that may be of value, 

2. Mr. Dodds*Parker was cordially welcomed by the Emperor and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs but his instructions compelled him. at his first formal 
meeting with the Minister, to put forward the proposal that the Ethiopians should 
cede the Baud to British Somaliland* It was certain, as this Embassy has always 
reported, that this proposition would be turned down and the temperature at the 
first meeting fell instantly far below zero. I was worried lest this unfortunate 
beginning should permanently mar the negotiations, l am glad to say, however, 
that the Ethiopians rose above their depression over whal the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs called a ** disappointing and hurtful proposal such as he had never expected 
to receive from a friend and ally." 

3. A sub-committee was then set up to deal with problems arising from the 
Harar Conference. Here the depression was initially on the side of our delegation 
and I would like to pay tribute to Mr, Gore!! Barnes for the patience and tenacity 
he displayed for many interminable hours in dealing with the Ethiopians, the 
efforts of our representatives on the subcommittee bore fruit—not indeed as 
much as we had ho[)ed, but nevertheless a not unsatisfactory crop. Details of the 
discussion have already been reported to you by telegram and a lull report will be 
made by Mr, Dodds-Parker. 

4. There h no doubt that Mr. Dodds-Parker succeeded in impressing on 
the Emperor and on his Ministers how vitally important the Baud was to our 
Somalis and how essential it was that the Ethiopians should apply the 1954 
Agreement in a more generous and co-operative spirit. This Embassy and Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Harar will continue, as in the past, to guide them in the right 
direction. On our side, I trust that it is full) recognised that, whether they like 
it or not the Somalis must live with the Ethiopians. It is therefore our duty not 
merely to educate Ihe Ethiopians here, but to do our best in the Protectorate to 
foster belter relations by inducing our Somalis to realise the facts of life in a 
modern world, in particular, thev must slowly be induced to understand me 
unpalatable fact that under international law, which will become ot great 
importance to them when they attain independence, the Hand is, despite then 
strong moral claim, not Somali territory but Ethiopian. 

5. I understand that our Somalis have great regard for the Emperor 
personally, however much they may dislike the behaviour of his officials. I he 
Emperor himself is. I am convinced from my long experience of him and from 
our recent talks in which Mr. Dodds*Parker participated* anxious to make friends 
with his Somali neighbours, whether in the Protectorate or in Somalia. He has 
recently been following the practice of inviting not only Ethiopian Somalis but 
Somalis from Somalia to visit Addis Ababa and has thus made a definite effort cc 
improve relations Manv months ago 1 suggested to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs as 1 reported at the time, that a similar effort might be made towards 
British Somalis and was glad to 5nd that he agreed. ! have no doubt that, it 1 
suggested this to Hie Emperor, he would welcome the idea of inviting some selected 
British Somali chiefs to visit him in Addis Ababa. 1 cannot but Led that this 
would be an excellent step, which I venture to commend to your attention. 1 have 
no doubt that, if the Governor exerted his influence, the invitations would be 

accepted. 

6 On one point full success was attained with the Emperor, Be agreed to 
pardon Mohammed Bogorreh. The Minister for Foreign Affairs subsequently 
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asked thai he be consulted about the terms in which this news would be announced 
by Hargcisa radio which he permitted himself 10 describe as "as poisonous lo the 
Ethiopians as Cairo radio was to us," Ji might therefore be as well in the interests 
of good relations to ensure that closer control is exercised over Hargeisa radio. 

7, While the sub-committee was silling, Mr Dodds-Parker and 1 had many 
useful discussions with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on wider subjects. Our 
conclusions about Somalia are dealt wiih in a paper that will be submitted to you 
separately. We also discussed Ethiopian desiderata, notably their desire for the 
establishment of an Ethiopian Consulate ai Hargeisa and the vexed question of 
discriminator} legislation in Kenya. On the former, we were compelled by our 
instructions to maintain a firm refusal, though we expressed the hope that an 
improvement in relations would later permit the Consul to be accepted. On the 
latter we could only give the Ethiopians partial satisfaction, though I am satisfied 
that the proposals made by the Government of Kenya arc generous and that we 
should stand firm on them. We also dealt with other questions mentioned in our 
briefs, such as Cyprus, the Sudan, the Blue Nile and Egyptian and Russian 
intrigues. On the latter I have no doubt that we shook both the Emperor and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs considerably. I have also no doubt that, if a visit 
such as Mr. Dodds-Parkcr’s could be repented annually, it would pay a heavy 
dividend, though I trust that next time there will be no need for the Minister to 
engage in detailed and complicated negotiations. Similarly, we should encourage 
Ethiopian Ministers to visit London. It was also of great value that Colonel Pink 
from Harar and Mr. Gethin from Mogadishu could attend the conference. With 
the increasing importance of this area it seems to me essential that closer contact 
should in future be maintained between Addis Ababa and Mogadishu, 

8, Mr. Dodds-Parkers previous experience of this country and his wide 
knowledge of the area were invaluable. There could, if I may say so, have been 
no better choice as leader of our delegation. He has shown the Ethiopians that 
we have not lost interest in their country even though we were not able to meet 
them over such questions as the Hargeisa Consulate and economic aid. Jam most 
grateful for the tact and endurance he displayed in extremely difficult circumstances 
and in conditions that imposed a severe physical strain for a fortnight. 

9. In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation to all the members of 
(he delegation, not only of their unremitting and patient labours with (he Ethiopians 
but for the very valuable discussions we were able to have among ourselves. I 
would also venture to mention the members of my own staff. The depleted ranks 
of the senior staff enjoyed none of the interest of sharing in the negotiations, 
indeed I saw them only briefly during these days. They wore fully occupied with 
the dull but essential task of keeping the machine running The junior staff were 
inundated with work from beginning to end and bore their heavy burden with 
the utmost cheerfulness. 

10. I am copying this despatch to Her Majesty’s Embassy at Khartoum, Her 
Majesty's Consulates at Harar, Mogadishu and Mega, His Excellency The Governor 
at Nairobi and to His Excellency The Governor at Hargeisa, 

1 have, Ac. 

D. L. BUSK. 
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J 1043; m No. 4 

REPORT BY MR. DOUGLAS DODDS-PARKER ON HIS VISIT TO 
SOMALILAND AND ETHIOPIA, APRIL 1956 

Belatedly (for my visit to King Saud has supervened) E submit a report on the 
visit which I paid to Hargeisa and Audri Ababa last month. 

2, You will recall that this visit stemmed from the breakdown of the 
conference held in Harar last December and January. It had in fact been agreed 
even earlier between yourself and the Colonial Secretary that a Minister would 
have to go to Addis Ababa to lake up there the difficulties which had arisen in the 
workings of the 1954 Agreement. According to the briefs laboriously hammered 
out between the two Departments, and not finalised until we had discussed them 
with (he Governor of Somaliland, I was to try to persuade the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment to cede Ehe Baud and the Reserved Area; I was not, however, empowered 
to offer them anything in exchange except the possibility of a few old warships. 
When this bid tailed, as we had been warned that it would, I was to seek to persuade 
the Ethiopian Government to adopt a more liberal in our view the correct) 
interpretation of the 1954 Agreement, i was also to intercede with them on behalf 
of the imprisoned Mohammed Begorrch, Chief Local Authority of Hargeisa. These 
representations were to be made in the context of a general discussion of the 
Middle Eastern scene, with the aim, first, of showing the Ethiopians that better 
treatment of the Somalis would serve their own best interests, and secondly, of 
flattering them with the idea that their views were of concern to us. 

3. After spending a night as guest of the Governor of Aden, 1 arrived in 
Hargeisa on the morning of April 7. That afternoon the Governor took us to the 
offices of the Town Council where a group of Somali leaders, brought together b\ 
the National United Front, were gathered to meet us. Outside was assembled a 
crowd of some 5.000 people who wore the while headbands winch are the Somali 
symbol of defenceless ness, and marched past bearing banners and slogans, some 
of them very anti-Ethiopian. The turn out was very impressive (far bigger 
Mr, Mariano told me. “ than yesterday's practice "h and so was the discipline of 
the crowd. Inside the building we met some twenty or thirty (ribat leaders. First. 
Mr. Mariano presented a memorial whose theme was the danger of Ethiopian 
expansionist ambitions; Her Majesty 's Government must decide whether to support 
these ambitions or assist the emergent Somali nation and so win its friendship 
and gratitude: Britain's goodwill would be judged by three criteria: our 'success 
I n achieving restitution of the Terri lories, the spirit and measure of the Protectorate's 
development towards independence within (he Commonwealth, and our help in 
achieving a united Somaliland. The speeches of the four <h Sultans who followed 
were couched eh stronger, though not unfriendly terms; they were chiefly concerned 
with the loss of the territories and with Ethiopian brutalities; they were also more 
disposed to question the value of continued British protection. In my reply, I 
promised, without going into details, that 3 would do my best in Addis Ababa and 
that as for the future of Somaliland and its relations with Somalia. I hoped that 
Sir T„ Pike would be able to make a statement some time in May. 

4. On April R the Governor drove us through the waterless countryside to 
Borama, where we were greeted by another silent demonstration, and the border 
at Tug Wajaleh, a village which before 1954 had been on (he far side of the present 
border and has now been rebuilt on the Protectorate side—a clear indication of 
the villagers’ preference for British administration. This trip, and my meeting 
with the- Somali ciders, were very useful for my education. I could see, and later 
tell the Ethiopians from my own experience, how vita! arc the Territories to the 
livelihood of our people, and how strong their feelings were about them. It 
occurred to me, too, that, if the voluble Somalis could be organised for a silent 
demonstration of the kind which I had seen, how easily they could be drilled to 
cheer or jeer, 

5, After a day of discussions with Sir T. Pike and his advisers, we left for 
Addis Ababa by R AF. aircraft on (he morning of April 1(1 1 attach at 
Annex A a brief chronology of our meetings and engagements there. I had two 
audiences with His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, and also a long talk with him 
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after the dinner which he gave in my delegation's honour, (It being the Ethiopian 
Lent, our hosts were served with different dishes from ourselves: the fasters, on 
their diet of lish and vegetables, fared much better than we European carnivores,) 

I found the Emperor ui sprightly as ever and mellower than when I had known 
him during the war. He has forgotten the resentment of the Liberation period 
and said that he was delighted to see me. He expressed his pleasure at the 
message which I gave him from the Prime Minister (text at Annex C) T and appeared 
anxious that we should continue to keep in touch. Although he still retains 
something of the imperialist spirit, he realises the potential dangers of the situation 
in the Territories. He also showed himself aware of the danger of Egyptian and 
Soviet intrigues. He denied that Russia had made him any offer of aid. He did 
not conceal his disappointment that he had not had any from us. 

6. 1 had my first formal meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the morning of April 32. I was accompanied by Her Majesty's Ambassador and 
Messrs. Gore 11 Barries and Stebbing. A to Aklilou Hablewold had with him 
Blatta Dawn, Colonel Rifle and Mr, Spencer (please sec Annex B for the full bat 
of the two delegations and their functions!. 1 opened the meeting with a war 
d'horizon of world affairs in which 1 stressed the common interests of our two 
countries and the dangers threatening them 1 then turned to the Horn of Africa 
and, after drawing attention to the growth of Somali nationalism since (he return 
of the Territories to Ethiopian administration, stressed how important it was to 
us both not to drive the Somalis, both of Somalia and the Protectorate, into the 
arms of Egypt and the Arab League. This led to the suggestion that the best, 
indeed the only just, solution of our common difficulties would he that Ethiopia 
should agree to cede the Territories to the Protectorate We realised that this was 
a difficult proposition, hut if there was any contribution which we in our turn 
could make, we should be glad to consider it: could wc for instance help in the 
development of the Ethiopian navy. 

7. My proposal was very coldly received and it was only after 1 had pressed 
Aklilou that he agreed to report it to the Emperor and to give me a formal reply 
M our next meeting. Two days later he confirmed that his Government were not 
prepared to cede the Maud and the Reserved Area to the Protectorate, he made it 
clear, jn a subsequent conversation, that they would not cede them even ff 
Somaliland were not a British Protectorate, I replied that \ much regretted the 
Ethiopian decision, but could onlv take note of if and report to Her Majesty's 
Government. Meanwhile I suggested, and the Minister accepted, that he and I 
should discuss international affairs and other problems of common interest whilst 
,i sub committee should he set up to consider and report to us on the difficulties 
which had been left unresolved by the Harar conference, 

ft The three meetings which Her Majesty's Ambassador and 1 had with 
Aklitou and his deputy showed that on most international questions their views 
were in full agreement'*ith ours. Although Ethiopia docs not as yet feel directly 
threatened either h> Russia or by Egypt and the Arab League, (he Government 
are not unaware of the dangers which this combination already holds for the 
Western world (of which they like to regard themselves as a parti and may 
eventually hold for Ethiopia herself. They are also beginning to realise the danger 
of the Egyptian infiltration which is already taking place in Somalia and may at 
ins lime spread to the Protectorate. On the other hind, Aklilou professes to 
believe that we greatly exaggerate the strength of Somali nationalism and the desire 
of "our" Somalis for closer association with Somalia. It is. I am sure, the long- 
term purpose of the Ethiopian Government to bring both Somalia and the 
Protectorate into some kind of federal relationship with Ethiopia and to use ihe 
Ogaden as a bargaining counter to that end. They must, however, realise that 
they have difficulties enough in absorbing Eritrea and. that any policy of further 
expansion is at present beyond their physical and financial means. Meantime, 
while remaining suspicious of our intentions, ihey will hope, for longer than is 
sate, ihal the British, without their help, will be able to keep the Somalis out of the 
sphere of Egy ptian influence. 

9, The following particular points emerged during my general talks: — 

(u\ Sudan and Nifa Waters 

Aklilou was delighted that I he Sudan had remained independent of 

Egypt and claimed to have played a part in persuading the Sudanese Minister 
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to beware of too dose association. Relations with the Sudan are good and 
there is scope for co-operation between them over the Nile waters about which, 
however, Ethiopian thinking is still in a primitive stale. Both the Emperor 
and Aklilou were very critical of our offer to help Egypt with the High Dam 
scheme, on the ground that we should have consulted the other countries 
concerned (including Ethiopia) and that we should not have been willing to 
offer financial help to Egypt at a time when our friends (including Ethiopia) 
were also in great need of assistance. 

(6) Colonial ism 

Ihe Ethiopian leaders showed considerable appreciation of British 
colonial policy and of (he motives lying behind (he anti-colonial propaganda 
of our enemies. Aklilou attached great importance to a proper respect for 
Article 2 (7) of the United Nations Charter* and I think it possible that if wc 
look care to keep in dose touch with him he would vote for us should the 
Cyprus issue come again before the United Nations. 

ft ) Kenya 

i he Ethiopians have been rather slow in carrying out a plan to disarm 
and pacify one of their tribes on the Kenya border, but they said they intend 
to proceed with ti as quickly as possible. There is also a difficulty about Ihe 
position of Ethiopia under such Kenya legislation as distinguishes be(ween 
Africans’ and " non-Africans they were not satisfied with (he latest 
proposal of the Kenya Government, which 1 Conveyed to them, that all 
Ethiopians would be treated as non-Africans except members of tribes 
habitually, or partly, resident in the Colony. But on the whole, in happy 
contrast to relations with the Somaliland Protectorate, Ethiopian relations with 
Kenya are good. 

fif) Ethiopian Consulate ai Hurgeisa 

Our refusal (o allow this causes much resentment. In the Governor’s 
view, the opening of an Ethiopian consulate would make it necessary for him 
to ask for British troops to maintain order in Haigeisa. But, with his 
agreement, I told Aklilou that we should be glad to welcome an Ethiopian 
consul there as soon as Somali feeling had improved sufficiently to make it 
possible to do so without danger to security; 1 drew the moral that this 
improvement depended largely on their own behaviour. 

10. Meanwhile the sub-committee had been in almost continuous session 
under the chairmanship of Colonel Kitle. Colonel Kifte was accompanied bv 
Messrs. Spencer and Stafford; Mr. Cord! Barnes led the British team, with 
Messrs. Slabbing, Sinclair and Carrel, The Harar conference had shown that the 
Ethiopians were putting an unduly strained and rigid legal interpretation upon 
certain key phrases in the 1954 Agreement, ! cannot say whether they really 
thought that their interpretation was correct (Mr. Spencer is very narrow-minded) 
or whether this was due to their almost total ignorance of the conditions on the 
ground. In any case, after a fairly long wrangle it emerged that the Ethiopian 
representatives, although unwilling to depart from their legal interpretation, were 
willing to agree to practical arrangements to resolve some of the difficulties. Our 
representatives were therefore able to report to their respective principals that, 
while both sides had fully reserved (heir position on legal interpretation, they had 
been able to reach identity of views—/.(?„ the Ethiopians had largely yielded to 
ours on four out of six proposals made for resolving the difficult it^on the ground. 
A fifth proposal, on a procedure to establish which tribes are "tribes from the 
Somaliland Protectorate," was agreed between the Minister and my self at our last 
meeting. Unfortunately, one important point remains unsettled, namely the 
interpretation of the phrase “sedentary tribesmen ” who, according to letters 
exchanged after signature of (he 1954 Agreement, are excluded from the 
Agreement's scone. Admittedly, the practical arrangements which wc agreed 
depend on the willingness of the Ethiopian authorities to work them in a 
co-operative spirit. But 1 have hopes that my mission served to make them realise, 
first, that their previous interpretation of the Agreement was legally very 
questionable and secondly, that unless they take reasonable account of Somali 
interests, they will be doing themselves no good; and that we may therefore sec a 
real improvement from now on. 
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i 3. At my first audience I had expressed the hope dial the Emperor would 
consider exercising his prerogative of clemency in the case of Mohammed Begorreh, 
At my second audience ho asked me to " discuss procedure ” with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, it transpired at this discussion that the Emperor would pardon 
Begorreh provided the pardon was announced in the Protectorate in a suitable 
manner and not made the occasion of propaganda by Hargeisa radio, of whose 
hostility he complained to me strongly. Our last day therefore was taken up with 
negotiations about terms of the announcement, the Ethiopians wanted us to 
include words which implied that we were satisfied that there had been no 
irregularity in the way in which Begorrelvs case had been handled and that the 
facts against hi in had been proved. This we could not accept, and the Ethiopians 
were eventually satisfied with a statement that l had expressed the Government s 
appreciation at the Emperor’s decision (text at Annex Dk 

12. Similar argument attended the drafting of a communique on the other 
results of my mission. The Ethiopians were unwilling that the joint communique 
should reveal that we had requested and they refused cession of the Territories 
or that it should include phrases designed to show that they as well as we had been 
inspired in our discussions of the working of the 1954 Agreement by a desire to take 
lull account of the interests of the Protectorate Somalis. The Elhiopians preferred 
a more anodyne form of communique, which was eventually agreed. iText at 
Annex E.) 

13. As 1 have said, the success or otherwise of our mission must be judged 
by EthioptfUi behaviour in the future,. But I am sure that on the Somali question 
we achieved as much as we could. On the wider issues, too. 1 believe that the visit 
was of value. The Ethiopians were flattered by a ministerial visit and hoped that 
there may be others. There is definite scope, e,g. r on the colonial question and 
on Nile waters, for Anglo-Ethiopian co-operation. The Emperor and his 
Government are proud, stubborn and myopic: but their interests in general are 
aligned with ours and they will respond to gradual education. They are probably 
the least unreliable dement in a dangerous part of the world; it will therefore pay 
us to keep them in play. 

14. I realise that unfortunately good relations with Ethiopia are regarded 
with suspicion by the Somalis, But bait relations would no! serve Somali interests 
any better. The Somali threat that if we cannot help (hem they will take (heir 
custom elsewhere, has to be taken seriously' hut it cannot be averted by excessive 
sympathy with their claims. The Somalis must learn the facts of international life 
At a time when it is vita! to have the friendship of both parlies, our representatives 
in Hargeisa and in Addis Ababa must speak with the same voice. 

15. ll is no empty formality that I end with expressions of gratitude— 
to all members of my delegation and in particular to Messrs. Ciorell Barnes and 
Sinclair for their dogged and successful work in the sub-committee, and to 
Sir T. Pike and Mr. Busk and their stalls for more than generous hospitality. The 
Embassy At Addis Ababa, burdened with a delegation twice the si/c of Chancery, 
performed prodigies for us; administrative, clerical and transport arrangements 
were alike all flawless. 

notiGI .as dodds-farkf r 

May 9, N56. 


Annex A 

Mar mile " Programme 

A pril 

Hargeisa Meeting with N.LLF, leaders, 

8 Visit to frontier zone, 

9 Tea-party given by N.U.F. leaders, 

10 Addis Ababa Dinner at Her Majesty's Embassy for Foreign Minister 

and senior officials. 

12 First audience with the Emperor. First plenary** meeting with 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dinner at Her Majesty's Embassy 
for Crown Prince and other members of Royal Family, and 
members of I he Government. 
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April 

13 Dinner given by the Emperor. 

14 2nd “ plenary t: meeting. Polo match Ethiopia <4 goals) v. Kenya (3), 

16 3rd meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs. First meeting of 

Sub-Committee. Dinner given by Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

17 4th meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

15 Visits to University College und Wingate School. 

19 5th meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs. Last meeting of 

Sub-Committee. Dinner given by British Community, 

20 Second audience with. Emperor. Dinner given by Delegation. 

21 Last “plenary" meeting w r ith Minister Tor Foreign Affairs. 

23 Meetings of Sub-Committee to discuss communiques, 

24 Departure for Khartoum, 


Annex B 

Composition of British Delegation 
Foreign Office 

Mr, A. D. Dqdds-Parker, John Parliamentary Under secretary of Stale 
Mr. D. L. Busk, CMC,. Her Majesty's Ambassador. Addis Ababa. 

Mr. G. J, Pink. O.B.E., T,P„ Her Majesty's Consul, Barer, 

Mr J. A. F. Getbiru Her Majesty's Consul, Mogadishu, 

Mr C. O. I. Rams den. Assistant African Department, 

Mr. 1. M. Sinclair. Assistant Legal Adviser, 

Mr. C. R, A. Rac, Private Secretary to Mr Dodds-Parker. 

Colonial Office 

Mr. W. L. Gorell Barnes. Ass burnt 3 nder-Secrctan of State, 

Mr* E. M, Hall Principal Central African Department. 

Covet nment of Somaliland Protect orate 

Mr. T Slabbing, Chief Secretary. 

Mr. P, Carrel, Commissioner for Somali Affairs, 

Composition of Ethiopian Delegation 

Ato Aktilou liable wold, Minister for Foreign Affairs* 

Blau a Daw it Ogbaegzy, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Colonel Kiite, Vice-Governor of Barer Province. 

Mr .). Spencer. Legal Adviser to Ministry of Foreign Affairs (American). 
Mr. F. Stafford. Adviser to Ministry of Commerce I British). 


Annex C 

Message from the Prime Minister to the Emperor of Ethiopia 
our Imperial Majesty, 

Having in mind the dose and long standing relationship between our two 
nmtries, I am anxious to recommend personally to Your Imperial Majesty the 
arliamentary Under-Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, Mr. A, IT Dcdds- 
arker. M.P.’ who will convey to you my own warm greeting? and the good wishes 
I' Her Majesty's Government. Fie is an old friend of Ethiopia, having seryeo, as 
our Imperial Majesty will remember, on the stall of General Wingate during the 
iheralion of Your country, which my country was honoured and proud to assist- 
Mv colleagues and l arc increasingly concerned by the future prospects ol 
frica which holds ureal hopes and dangers for both our countries. V\c believe 
iat (here arc many matters upon which an exchange of views between our two 
invern merits would be most desirable. Mr. Dodds-I arker is fully empowered k 
Kens* these wilh Your Ministers. 
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Mr, Dodds-Parker will be able to fell you something also of our intentions 
'A'ith regard to the Protectorate of British Somaliland, In particular, I have asked 
him to discuss with Your Ministers the question of the agreement of the 29lh of 
November, 3^4, relating to the Hand. When \ signed the agreement, I was glad 
to receive an assurance from the Ethiopian Minister for Foreign Affairs Lhat it 
would be interpreted in a gCnerou* spirit r I know that Your Imperial Majesty 
will allow me to say lhat this agreement has not been working out at all as f had 
expected, and to express the hope that the forthcoming discussion will find a wav 
out of these difficulties. 

I am confident that Your Imperial Majesty and Y our Ministers will receive 
Mr. Dodds-Parker in the same spirit as that which animates this letter, and that 
their discussions will further the good understanding which exists between our 
two countries. 


Annex D 

Communique Regarding Pardon oj Mohammed Ho gar reh 

The Supreme Court of Ethiopia, after reviewing the case of Mohammed 
Bogorreh, on April I!, reduced to 18 months, the sentence imposed upon him. 
The Protectorate Government now learns that His Imperial Majesty has been 
pleased to indicate His intention of exercising the sovereign prerogative of clemency 
so as to remit the remainder of the sentence. Before leaving Addis Ababa. 
Mr. Dodds-Parker expressed the appreciation of the British Government of the 
decision taken bv His Imperial Majesty. 


Annex E 

Joint Press Communique 

Mr. A. D, Bodds-Parker, M.P. t Joint Parliamentary Under-Secretary Of Stale 
for Foreign Affairs in the United Kingdom, accompanied by officiate of the Foreign 
and Colonial Offices and of the Government of the Somaliland Protectorate, visited 
Addis Ababa from April 10 to April 24, for talks with His Excellency Alo AkHlou 
liable Wold, Minister tor Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, which took die form of 
exchanges of views on a wide variety of subjects of mutual interest. 

The delegation exchanged views w ith the Ethiopian authorities about relations 
between Ethiopia and the Somaliland Protectorate, In particular, they discussed 
the working of the Asigio-Elhiopian Agreement of 1954 with special reference to 
the problems left unresolved by the Conference held in Hurar in December 1955 
and .January 1956. Identity of view was reached on steps to be taken to resolve 
some of these difficulties. 

Many problems of common interest in the wider international field were also 
reviewed, and it was found that the views of ihe two Governments on these 
problems were in general agreement. r J he Ethiopian and British representatives 
agreed that it was important lhat their two Governments should continue to keep 
in dose touch and expressed the hope that similar talks on such problems could 
be held from time to time. 


SECRET 


SECRET 


25 


JA 1016/10 No. 5 

ETHIOPIA: MR. BUSKS FINAL POLITICAL REVIEW 

Mr. Husk iv Mr: Sefwyn Lloyd* {Received June //! 


(Mo, 49. Confidential! Addis Ababa, 
gj r June 4i 1956. 

Events at this post have in the past 
tended to occur at such a comparatively 
slow tempo that 1 have not felt it necessary 
to add to the proliferation of paper in the 
Foreign Office by sending you general 
reviews at frequent intervals. More than 
n year has. however, passed since my last 
despatch of this type. No, 27 of April 16, 
1955, and it is time for another assessment. 
This ! now have the honour to submit. 

2. The major change in Ethiopia during 
the last year is that the country is being 
forced to take a more prominent place on 
the world stage. Ethiopia is no longer as 
isolated as it was in the first two or three 
years of my slay here with only its own 
problems, and those largely economic, 
except for the isolated instance of the 
federation with Eritrea. 

3 . | do not mean to infer Lhat Ethiopia 
necessarily yearns to play a more important 
role, in fact, the prospect is probably 
viewed with some alarm. I he Ethiopians 
only wish to promote internal development 
but, whether they like it or not, die area 
in which the country is situated is assuming 
greater importance and the better minds 
here are beginning to realise this, 

4, They are faced with a new and 
unstable Sudan with which they are anxious 
so main tain the most friendly relations; 
with Egyptian intrigues; with the question 
of the Nile Waters; with increasing Soviet 
mid Satellite interest: and with the future 
of the Somali peoples. 

5, This changed portion is only at its 
beginnings and it would be so rash to 
prophesy that I do not propose u> make 
the attempt. Locally, the great question 
is whether Ethiopia can cope with the new 
circumstances facing her. There is no 
doubt of the Emperor s ability but. though 
a feudal Monarch and prepotent, he is not 
a dictator in the sense that Hitler or 
Mussolini were. He has to operate a 
dilapidated machine and he lias many 
coadjutors who are ignorant and who have 
to be persuaded to adopt sensible courses. 
This takes much time, and time is Ethiopia’s 
enemy, because there is not sufficient 
awareness here of its importance. 


6. The sphere in which His Imperial 
Majesty is the complete despot is his 
family, the younger members of which 
complain to us privately. Even the simplest 
decisions go to the Emperor and his 
insistence on having everyone around all 
the Lime must be exasperating. It is, tor 
instance, infuriating that the Crown Prince 
has been forced lo cancel his projected visit 
to the United States which would have 
been highly educative for him, merely 
because his father wants him here -for no 
particular reason. 

7, There is no doubt of the Crown 
Prince's loyalty to the West, but he will 
have to take over an antiquated machine 
and he lacks experience because of the 
lamentable way in which his father I ails 
to keep him informed on many important 
issues. Fortunately, the Crown Prince has 
good and powerful friends round him who 
will help. 

g, The Ethiopian machine is undoubtedly 
moving faster than it did lour years ago. 
but l fear that the acceleration of the rest 
of the world has been greater still and 
Ethiopia is dropping behind in relative 
speed I do not discern any satisfactory 
evidence that this factor is widely recognised 
by the ruling classes in Ethiopia* at any 
rate as far as local affairs are concerned. 
There is more awareness of the need to 
move at a faster pace in world affairs. 

9. There is still interne reluctance to plan 
ahead. On looking through the records of 
my talks with prominent Ethiopians during 
the Iasi twelve months. 1 have continued to 
note the preference to wait until the last 
minute before adopting a policy. This is 
partly due to slowness, partly to suspicion 
of the motives of others (perhaps almost a 
virtue in a country where crooks aboundf 
and partiv to a firm belief that it wiU be 
“ all right on the day/' I view this reluct¬ 
ance to plan with considerable disquiet 
The endless delay over a decision about an 
aerial survey of (he Blue Nile basin and 
their failure in spite of advice to take steps 
lo register their interest in the Nile Waters 
are two of the worst examples 

10. It is tip to alt the Western Powers to 
trv to induce the Ethiopians to think ahead, 
but I confess that I find it difficult to believe 
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lhat our combined efforts will achieve a 
rapid cure and it must he borne in mind 
dial we may defeat our own objective if we 
exercise ux> much pressure. 1 have never 
encountered a people more difficult to help 
than the Ethiopians, and they have a genius 
for alienating friendship (witness the recent 
serious row with the International Bank; 
and I venture to say that it was only my 
personal intervention at the last moment 
that prevented a complete breakdown of 
the talks with a Sudanese delegation over 
Giimbdlai ! am reminded of a remark hv 
a shrewd observer: "Du moment que vans 
wide: lettr Men, lea A hy,sains vous eti 
voudrom et votre voix risque fort de fester 
vox clamanris in desert n." It must also be 
remembered that continual hammering by 
one man, e.g . 6 ,:i British Ambassador, 
induces a feeling of boredom* A visitor 
can say exactly the same thing with greater 
effect, In m 3 view, therefore, our best itop¬ 
is to natter the Ethiopians by maintaining 
more frequent high-level contacts with 
them than in the past. Such contacts will 
provide the opportunity to give advice. 
They also serve to jolt the Ethiopians out of 
the complacence to which they are prone 
and to give them new ideas, 

f!. We shall also need to be increasingly 
vigilant here, and it will be vital not only to 
preserve hut to strengthen friendly relations 
in an even wider circle at all levels in this 
country and, in particular, the younger men 
and the growing white-collar class. in this 
connection l attach great importance to 
information and cultural work. This wilt 
cost money, and 1 cannot hut wonder 
whether sufficient thought has been given 
to the meaning of the word “defence" in 
budget estimates. Our military expenditure 
is devoted to arms for use if war breaks out. 

■ one per cent, of our present military 
expenditure were devoted to " personal 
penetration'' now and continuously round 
the world (of which the Ethiopian share 
need not be more than TX}f per cent,, i>.. 
116,0001, we could perhaps reduce the risk 
of a dash of arms. Other weapons than 
□uns are cheaper if they forestall the use of 
guns; money spent in this way is still 
"defence," 

12 . Even the meagre recommendations 
of the Drogheda report seem to be skimped. 
We are living in a world where the very air 
vibrates with the “ Voice of the Arab " and 
si is alarming in this area to note how little 
wc arc doing to combat the menace. There 
is no need far Amharic broadcasts by the 
B.B.C. (and the Cairo broadcasts in 


Amharic—limited to half an hour a day— 
are closely watched he ret, but, as I shall 
have occasion to repeat, Ethiopia is no 
longer an isolated unit ant! neither we nor 
ihc Ethiopians can view with calm the 
unrest deliberately provoked round their 
borders. The " Voice of the Arab '* was 
recently described with disquiet to an 
acquaintance of mine by the Sheikh of 
Beghan in the Aden Protectorate as ‘"the 
school of the Arab." From the point of 
■few of Ethiopia and of Her Majesty's 
Government it is the wrong school and we 
offer little alternative. 

IJ. Much more could also be done with 
films, not merely documentaries of the 
English countryside, but full length feature 
films with a message and all the necessary 
glamour. 1 wish that British companies 
could be subsidised to produce films illus¬ 
trating against a reasonable story, examples 
of co-operation between British and 
coloured peoples cm great projects that 
capture the imagination. In fact, 1 doubt 
if much subsidy would be required; such 
films would sell on their merits all over the 
world. At present I regret to report that 
l had receml) to pay out of my own pocket 
for the right to exhibit here the only suitable 
British feature film I was able to procure. 
We showed it to over 800 people (including 
E he Imperial family I in three days, and two 
of the performances were tiny at the 
embassy. If 1 had been allowed more than 
three showings The audiences would have 
numbered many thousands- -including the 
nourishing Greek School, which can hardly 
he described as friendly to us, but which 
was sorely disappointed when E had to turn 
down the Greek Ambassador's request. We 
must be the only country in the world that 
refuse* to show its best propaganda to 
others, except “commercially”—and there 
is no likelihood of this particular film ever 
being booked here, 

34. As l have said, it will be essential for 
us to watch the local situation carefully. 
In particular, we must keep in with the 
Tmperor and Crown Prince. The role of 
the latter is unfortunately still very negative. 
One of our main duties, therefore, is to see 
that he is informed. In return, he wifi 
gladly assist by passing on to the Emperor 
messages and ideas. After about a year's 
experience of him, ! knew him well enough 
to use him as a channel to secure occasional 
private, as opposed to official, audiences 
with the Emperor. I regard these as vital, 
since they give the opportunity for plain- 
speaking impossible with anybody else 
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present. Indeed, some of the most interest¬ 
ing and effective discussions l have had in 
Addis Ababa have been at Informal lea 
parties alone with the Emperor. He is 
extremely well read on current affairs, and 
it is wise to be prepared for (he questions 
and comments he always nisikes. The 
Emperor, Crown Prince and also the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs have shown 
themselves very receptive at informal talks 
and have expressed gratitude for advice and 
help given in the past. 

35. It is worth maintaining these contacts 
because Ethiopia is a relatively stable and 
friendly area in this disturbed part of the 
world and thus merits our support. More¬ 
over. when surrounding territories achieve 
independence Ethiopia will be—inefficient 
though she is by world standards 
immensely more experienced in Govern¬ 
ment, policy and administration than they 
It will be years before independent Somalis, 
or perhaps even Sudanese, with their 
manifold problems, catch up, and it will be 
worth while for us to lake (he initiative 
in encouraging closer contact between 
Ethiopians and the nationals of limitrophe 
territories. Il will not serve British interests 
to have the Ethiopians and their neighbours 
snarling id each other across their borders. 

16. I also consider it important to 
maintain and build up >d closer personal 
contact with our representatives in neigh¬ 
bour tug areas. Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Khartoum will be a welcome visitor here 
among his man) old friends. The Governor 
of Kenya has only not been able to pay a 
visit because of other preoccupations; I 
would venture to urge that as soon as 
possible he spare a few days for this 
purpose. Continuing round the periphery, 
we next come to Her Majesty's Consul at 
Mogadishu of whom, owing to poor local 
communications, we have seen too little., 
There follows the Governor at Hargeisa. 
Here we can use Her Majesty's Consul at 
Harar as a liaison officer, but there should 
nevertheless be exchanges of visits between 
Hargeisa and Addis Ababa. Finally* more 
frequent contact must be maintained with 
both Djibouti and Aden than has been the 
case in the past. Needless to say, this 
“ contact making " should not fall only to 
this embassy, h is equally important that 
representatives of neighbouring territories 
should come up to Addis Ababa, where 
they will be assured of a warm welcome, 
not only from us but from the Ethiopians 
f including, in the case of senior person¬ 
alities. the Emperor Mmselfb 1 am par¬ 
ticularly appreciative of recent visits from 


and to the Air Officer Commanding at Aden 
which have served to broaden our picture. 
Finally, it will be essential as in the past to 
continue lours inside Ethiopia because this 
country is still rather disjointed, 

17, On economic and commercial affairs 
] have reported frequently. They will have 
to be watched carefully and every effort 
will have to be made to secure outlets for 
British firms and to market British goods 
against increasing competition, 1 see no 
reason to suppose that the mild trade 
set-back now afflicting Ethiopia will be 
more than very brief. By the end of the 
year i should anticipate an increase in 
buoyancy, and 1 have no doubt that this 
market will prove an increasingly valuable 
one- 

lb. All these factors, political and 
economic, means that the embassy and 
consular staffs in Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
which has been mercifully quiet of late, 
though still a potential source of anxiety lo 
us, must be kepi up in strength and quality, 
if they are to bear a burden that will, I am 
sure, be heavier and more important in the 
future, 

19. This embassy is already adapting its 
tactics to fit the new h ' world-wide basis," 
while yet striving to maintain dose touch 
with local affairs, I know that our 
colleagues in neighbouring territories have 
also appreciated that local affairs, (hough 
still bulking large, must be viewed against 
a wider background than in the past, if we 
are not to risk losing our position in this 
vital part of Africa, We can no longer 
work in water-tight compartments each in 
our own compound. The recent British 
Policy Declaration on Somaliland showed 
dearly that there could be no question of 
drafting for the Protectorate in isolation, 
Aden. Kenya and Ethiopia were affected 
as well as France and Italy. 

20 . It would be most helpful to this post 
if the recipients of this despatch would offer 
their comments on the views I have ventured 
k> express at a length that is. ! trust, justified 
by the infrequency of such reviews from 
Addis Ababa and by the importance of the 
subject, 

21. I have sent copies to Her Majesty's 
Ambassadors at Cairo and Khartoum, to 
the Governors of Kenya, the Somaliland 
Protectorate and Aden, to the Air Officer 
Commanding at Aden, and to Her Majesty's 
Consular Officers at Asmara, Harar, Mega 
;md Mogadishu. 

! have. &c. 

D. L. BUSK. 
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JA 1051/J42 No. 6 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
AND THE ETHIOPIAN MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT 
3 pan. ON AUGUST 24, 1956 

Present: 

Secretary of State Ethiopian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Mr. Watson Ethiopian Ambassador 

Mr. Ramsdcn 


The Ethiopian Minister for Foreign 
A {fairs thanked the Secretary of State for 
the hospitality shown to him during his visit 
to London. Although he had originally 
intended to send a Vice-Minister to 
represent Ethiopia at the Conference, tie 
had decided to come himself in view of the 
great importance of the question, and he 
was very glad that he had done so. He had 
attended the meeting of the Five Powers 
that morning, but would now have to leave, 
and the Ethiopian Ambassador would act 
as his Deputy at any further meetings of the 
Five Powers. In answer to a question by 
the Secretary of Si ate, Alo Aklilou indicated 
that if the Five Powers held a meeting with 
Colonel Nasser he would probably attend 
himself, 

2. I fa Aklilou then turned to Angio- 
Ethiopian relations. He said that the 
Emperor of Ethiopia attached great 
importance to having close and cordial 
relations with the United Kingdom. He 
hoped that the Secretary of Slate might find 
time to give some personal attention to the 
question of Anglo-Elhiopian relations, 
which he feared had recently deteriorated a 
hi tie as the result of the exceptionally stiff 
notes which had been addressed to the 
Ethiopian Government by Her Majesty’s 
Embassy, Addis Ababa, He did not think 
that notes such as these, containing such 
sharp and injurious language, should be 
exchanged between two Powers whose tics 
were us dose and friendly as those between 
Ethiopia and Britain. 

3. He then rehearsed the history of the 
Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement of 1954, 
emphasising that it had been drawn up ami 
proposed by Her Majesty's Government, 
who had asked the Ethiopian Government 
to extend certain privileges to tribesmen 
who passed from British territories into 
Ethiopian territory for the purpose of 
grazing. He had signed the Agreement at 
the personal request of Sir A. Eden, who 
had assured him that it contained nothing 


harmful to Ethiopian interests. In signing 
the Agree men l he himself had assumed a 
very heavy personal responsibility, since 
there were a number of prominent 
Ethiopians who were opposed to the 
granting of any such privileges as Her 
Majesty's Government had asked for. But 
iic had signed it because he considered that 
Ethiopia and Britain must work together. 

4. He then referred to our subsequent 
request that the putting into force of the 
Agreement should be postponed, to the 
further Conferences which had been held at 
hiarar and to the concessions which he 
himself had accorded on his own persona! 
responsibility at the request of Her 
Majesty's Ambassador, Despite al] this, 
Her Majesty's Government had repeatedly 
complained of incidents which they alleged 
had taken place in contravention of the 
terms of the Agreement. These complaints 
had culminated in the visit of Mr, Dodds- 
Parker in April last. After that visit there 
had been a major effort on the part of the 
Ethiopian Government to achieve greater 
comprehension of our problems, and to 
make the Agreement work properly. 
Despite this, he had recently received 
several notes couched in extraordinarily 
strong terms. For example, there was a 
note about an incident concerning the Esa 
tribe which had taken place several hundred 
miles within Ethiopian territory. This note 
had not been presented until six months 
after the incidents complained of. He 
found this very difficult to understand. It 
was the sincere wislt of the Ethiopian Gov¬ 
ernment to respect the Agreement both in 
the spirit and the letter, but he felt that too 
much value was placed on reports by local 
chieftains, such reports were easy to obtain 
by botli sides, but he felt lhat what was 
really wanted was calm discussion of such 
matters and not healed exchanges of notes, 

5. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
continued ihat the Ethiopian Government 
had been asking for more than a year for 
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the , i.i Nidi me ni of an Ethiopian ( Qftsul 
at Hargcisa. They had recently appointed 
a Consul at Mogadishu and as a result iheir 
relations with ihc Somalis under Italian 
control had enormously improved; both 
sides were now gelling a truer picture of 
each others feelings, For the same reason 
(he Ethiopian Government were anxious to 
establish a Consul at Hargeisa (before the 
war they had had one at Berbera) but Her 
Majesty's Government had consistently 
refused. The Ethiopian Government had 
never raised any objection to the presence 
a f the 13 rilish ConsuIates in Ethiopia. Tijey 
had been told lltat the reason for our 
refusal was I bait die British Somalis did not 
like the Ethiopians; be doubted whether 
Somalis under British control were any 
more hostile than those under Italian 
control. Bui he wished once again to assure 
the Secretary of Stale of the real good faith 
of the Ethiopian Government: there might 
be differences of View's between us, but these 
should be capable of being put right in 
friendly discussion. It should not be 
necessary to employ such language as had 
recently been used in our notes. 

6. The Secretary of State thanked the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for ins friendly 
Eind frank explanation of Ethiopian views. 
He himself was not familiar with the details 
of i he problem but he would certainly try 
to give closer persona! attention iq Anglo 
Ethiopian relations. He thanked Alo 
Aklilou for his actions at the Sue/ Con¬ 
ference which had been of the greatest help 
to us. We had a long standing sentimental 
attachment for the Emperor and for his 
country with whom we had gone through 
difficult days only to emerge successfully. 
Tile ambit ion % of Colonel Nasser were a 
danger both to us and to Ethiopia and it was 
therefore not only because of our own old 
friendship but for current practical reasons 
dial we wished to see a strong Ethiopia, 

7. As regards the 1954 Agreement, the 
Secretary of Suite asked whether ii might 
not be possible to devise some method of 
dealing with the difficulties which had 
a riser, We both wanted the 1954 Agree¬ 
ment to work. It seemed to him lhat the 
people on the spot might not have eiihcr 
the authority or the goodwill necessary to 
prevent disagreements. 

8. He undertook to look again at the 
question of the Consul at Hargeisa. though 


in doing so he would have to pay regard to 
the views of the Colonial Secretary, it was 
not that he did not wish to,see an Ethiopian 
( onsul at Hargeisa, Our refusal hitherto 
had been based on purely practical difficul¬ 
ties, and as soon as there was some tangible 
evidence that relations in the Hand had 
improved, and that tempers were no longer 
so inflamed, we should, cerlaisdy wish lo see 
a Consul established at Hargeisa. He quite 
agreed that practical contact was the best 
solution Lo the problem of exacerbated 
feelings. He would therefore consult the 
Colonial Secretary. It was senseless that 
old friends should quarrel over such things 
when the\ were both under the threat of 
Colonel Nasser’s ever expanding ambitions 
particularly in Africa which presented a 
common danger to both of them. 

9. The Minister for Foreign A (fairs 
agreed with this estimate of the dangers con¬ 
fronting the two countries* and begged the 
Secretary of Stale to represent these views 
to the Colonial Secretary. He referred to 
the visits to Addis Ababa of the Governor 
of the Somaliland Protectorate to ask for 
further concessions. He himself had taken 
the responsibility of granting these requests 
ns between friends. Now a whole case was 
being built up against the Ethiopian Gov¬ 
ernment on the basis of the privileges which 
it had granted. He himself look consider¬ 
able pains to control Ethiopian Governors 
in the areas concerned; he hoped that if 
Her Majesty's Ambassador had any further 
matters lo complain of he would come and 
speak to him personally first rather than 
send him protests in violent language. The 
Eastern Powers were only too ready to 
exploit any Anglo-Ethiopian differences and 
indeed he had been threatened by them 
during the present Conference, He had 
paid no heed to such threats, but he felt he 
must ask the Secretary of State to take a 
personal interest in these matters so that 
rather than a further deterioration there 
might be an improvement in Attglo- 
E Lhiopi a n re I a l i on s. The Secretary of Stare 
said that this was certainly his wish, and 
repeated that the desire of Her Majesty's 
Government was to see a strong Ethiopia- 
proof against Egyptian hostility. 

10. The Ethiopian Foreign Minister then 
mentioned a discussion which he had had 
with Lord Lloyd, 


SECRET 













JO 


SECRET 


JA 1051/255 No. 7 

MEMORANDUM BY HER MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR, ADDIS ABABA 
PRESENT SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA 


Internal 

The Emperor is still the deciding factor, The Parliament which win come 
about under the new Constitution within a year or so will have slightly increased 
powers, and will probably be able to secure more 6mm the ( rown Prince when 
he takes over. 

2. The greatest political influence in the country is the Minister of Finance, 
who heads the "Conservatives" and who, heading as he does the Patriots 
Association and the Ministry of Propaganda, is in a position to exercise a 
preponderating influence. This may wet! increase once Parliament has been 
established as he alone seems to have anything like an organised party behind him. 

3. A separate influence, likely to grow rapidly, is Lhm of a group ot young 
men of Western education, who were at one time under the influence of the at 
present exiled ex-M mister of the Pen. Wolde Giorgis. These men mostly profess 
"Bandung/’ principles and are admirers of Nehru, tjiough apparently not ot 
Nasser. Their influence is strong in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ni lIr 
E thiopian Delegation to the United Nations, As their power increases. Ethiopia 
is likely to become more and more aligned with the African-Asian bloc. 

4. Towards Somali affairs there is no one policy in Ethiopia. Some dements 
are frankly expansionist; others isolationist, unwilling to sec so great a strengthening 
of the Moslem minority- The Emperor is probably by instinct expansionist, but 
reluctant to conic up against Her Majesty’s Government and probably cruelly 
concerned at present to forestall adventures in Somalia by Egypt or any other 
undesirable Power, and to take up a position from which he can exert pressure 
on the Somalis if and when Great Britain land France) show signs of pulling out and 
leaving a vacuum. 


The British Position 

5. This has been continually weakened since about 1 L M? for the following 
reasons: — 

{U The Emperor's desire not to remain under the domination of any one State 
at Eirst led him to turn away from us and to seek advice ami help irom- 
e,g„ the United States and Sweden. 

<21 Our own withdrawal from the Sudan and elsewhere has convinced many 
Ethiopians that we are " on the way out of this part oi the world, and 
are thus of less account. 

(3) Wc have not been in a position to offer Ethiopia any economic assistance, 

(4) The contraction of British-sponsored activities in Ethiopia, andparticularly 

the withdrawal, for financial reasons, of our Military M’SSion and of 
the British Council caused the Emperor and many influential Ethiopians 
to question whether we had not become disinterested in Ethiopia. 

(5> Somali questions have been a continuing source of friction. The long 
delay in acceding to Ethiopian demands lor the return of the 
Territories; number of problems arising out of the implementation of 
the 1954 Agreement; and finally the suspicion that we arc plotting to 
recover the Territories* have led to much irritation and resentment, 
culm mating Iasi summer in a severe display of bad temper on ihs part 
of Aklilou in London, 

(6) Moreover, main Ethiopians believe that we have a policy of selling up 
a Greater Somalia, and which they regard as wrong headed because the 
new State would fall under undesirable influences and thus constitute 
a threat lo Ethiopia. 
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6. As a result, while the Emperor and his family are still very well-disposed 
to the United Kingdom, we nowadays exert little influence on Ethiopian policy. 
There are virtually no British subjects in executive positions; and while we are 
still strong in the Ministry of Justice where we have a high-powered adviser and 
two judges, and in education, the remaining British advisers leg., in the Ministry 
of Commerce and Police Force} have little to do. 


The Future 

7. Unless a great and successful effort can be made to restore and maintain 
British influence in this country, there is a risk that in a few years Ethiopia may 
become a Arm member of the Africas-Asian bloc, probably not particularly under 
Communist influence, but neutralist and inclined to abrogate or evade any 
obligations towards Her Majesty's Government which arc liable to run in any way 
counter to the current policy of the “ Bandung bloc. If, moreover, British 
influence has by that lime been eliminated, or at least substantially diminished, in 
the Horn of Africa through our withdrawal from the Protectorate, the Ethiopians 
are likely to pa\ little attention to our views. 

G. W. FURLONGE, 

Her Britannic Majesty*s Ambassador* 


British Embassy. Addis Ababa, 
December I4„ 1956. 
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ETHIOPIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Mr, Busk to Mr. Sefwyn Lloyd. {Received June 25) 


i No. 52, Confidential) Addis A baba, 

Sir. June 15. 1956. 

With reference to my despatch No. 46 of 
June 22, I955 t I have the honour to submit 
a revised report on the Heads of Foreign 
Diplomatic Missions in Ethiopia, 

[ have, &c. 

D. L. BUSK. 


Enclosure 

{Passages market! with an asterisk arc reproduced 

from previous reports) 


Austria 

•Court! Olivier de Resscgufcr (Minister), who i-. 
resident in Cairo, presented his letters on May 19 H 
1955. and spent about three weeks here afterwards. 
Ho scented agreeable, (Written in I^55.i 

Or. O. O- Singer has been appointed honorary 
Consul-General. He has been resident in Ethiopia 
for many years and knows the country exceedingly 
wetl. A pleasant enough mao with a very dis¬ 
tinguished and agreeable wife; both speak excellent 
English. 


*\1 Pierre Roerscli. who has long been Charge 
d’ASTnires, presented his letters as Minister on 
January 12, 1955. He seems as bored ever here 
and makes no effort whatever to work or be sociable. 
Unmarried. (Written in 1955 I 

Czechoslovak.!* ^ 

Dr. Vrnost Kftrpisck (Minister), resident re Cairo, 
The Legation is in charge of a Second Secretary, 
M Josef Dakaupil, who is married .red spen If- a 
little French. He is an artisan who tries hard so 
be pleasant. 


' M Osman Trwtik (Ambassador). Personally a 
very agreeable colleague who served for many years 
in i tirtdon, ttis wife is also agreeable Both speak 
excel lent English. Officially lie is apt to reduce in 
a certain amount of Muslim intrigue, and, like h& 
predecessor, is much under ihc thumb of his Military 
Attache Liatt-Coloacl Hilmy. who is rapidly build¬ 
ing up a reputation for trouble-making in this area 


M Bacvcns lias been appointed elsewhere and lus 
successor ’ has not yet arrived Meanwhile the 
Embassy is under the charge of M Anglte, a very 
pleasant and intelligent colleague who speaks pood 
English, 

1^.331—i* 50152 


German Federal Republic 

•Or. Haiti Bidder (Minister)- Presented Ins 
credential.-; on January 25. 1954, Born IS97 and 
j career diplomat, having spent most of his service 
in the Far East, notably China. (Written in 1954.) 

•His? rather eccentric behaviour when he first 
arrived has lojicd down somewhat, and he Is 
undoubtedly working hard lc> intensify the German 
drive for exports in this market and also to sponsor 
the appointment of German advisers and technicians. 
Speaks English. (Written in 1955.) 

•His wife, who also speaks English. i- a great 
believer in the art of conversation, which she 
endeavours to praciiee with stolid detennjnaii™. 
(Written tn 1^54. > 

The status of (he mission has now been raised to 
that of an Embassy and Dr. Bidder is likely to be 
the first Ambassador. 

Greece 

•The Legation has been raised to Embassy status 
and the new Ambassador, M. Dimitri Pappas, 
presented his letters on December 21, 1954. Speaks 
English. French and German. Was formerly Ambas¬ 
sador at Bonn Married Born in 1.893 and a career 
diplomat who has served m numerous posts in 
Europe and the Near East, A friendly colleague, 
but not markedly energetic or effectual, (Written in 
[955.1 Since Cyprus has boiled up he ha* been 
taking official!) a" very anti-British line and indulging 
in much propaganda Personal relationships remain, 
however, reasonable. 


Air, Koswin Diba (Minister). Presented his 
credentials on June 9, 1955. Resides ai Jedda. 
Smooth and anxious to pi case. (Written in 19550 

bin 

■Mr, Al Sayid Najib Al-Rawi (Minister), Pre¬ 
sented his credentials On April b. 195 L Resides at 
Cairo. (Written in 1954,) 


hnel 

Mr. Reuben Pitpoul has recently been appointed 
Israel Con mj I-General but I have not yet met him. 


Signer A. Berio (Ambassador). Not at first sight 
a prepossessing figure but I have found him co¬ 
operative and intelligent. His wt(e is rather ft 
tiresome woman. Both speak good French and 
reasonable English. 


Japan 

The Minister resides in Cairo and the post is 
vacant at the mumeftL There is a Charge d AlTaires 
here. Mr 7ene Viimasu, who is extremely earnest 
and inquisitive. Both he and tiis wife speak English 


Lebanon; 

There now appears to be no representative either 

here or in Cairo. 
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Mevka 

*Dr. Victor Alfonso Maldonado {Minister}, 
Presented his Credentials on May 4, 1954,, Resides 
at Ankara. (Written in 1954.) 

Netherlands 

*Dr. Rainer Maria Neuerburg (Minister). Pre¬ 
sented his letters on September 1, 1954. Rom 1902 
and from 1926 to 1940 worked for oil companies 
in Bucharest and Paris. From 1941 to 1944 served 
in London, leaving hi* wife and, family in France* 
with the Dutch shipping and era-tie mission and then 
joined the Netherlands Foreign Service in which he 
has served at The Hague. Stockholm and Buenos 
Aires- Married to a French wife. They have a 
whole suing of daughters, pre- and post-war vintage. 
[Written in 1955.) E have found him very shrewd, 
particularly in commercial matters, and most co¬ 
operative, His wife always seems particularly sour 
but her health is ignite good. 

Norway 

*M Christian P. Rcuseh (Minister), Resides, in 
Cairo. Presented his letters on May I, 1954, On 
short acquaintance he seemed a verv pleasant person, 
(Written in I954J 

Nad 

M W. Pa/kowski (Charge d*AfIaires), Resides in 
Cairo, He has appeared only briefly in Addis Ababa 
for the Silver Jubilee celebrations. He seems dapper, 
alert, and enigmatic. 

Portugal 

Senhor Antonio dc 5ev4s, the Minister* resides in 
Cairn, 

Scnhor Lencastre da Vciga, the Charge d’Affaires 
here, is an agreeable young man with nothing what¬ 
ever to do. He speaks French and reasonable 
English. 

Spain 

Serhor Jose del Caitano y Cardona, the Minister, 
resides in Cairo. 

Soviet ilnjtw 

The new Miniver. M Boris Karavaev, came with 
an exceedingty bad reputation, acquired in both 
London and Washington. He fa. [ should judge, 
intelligent and probably dangerous. He is certainly 
much more active than his predecessor and speaks 
fair English, The Legal ion has now been raised 
to the status of an Embassy. 

Sudan 

M Sadik Mlislaft, Charge J^AlTaircs, A rather 
comic-tool rug little man who naturally tacks 
experience. "He is most co-opcrativc and friendly 
and has leaned heavih on (hk I'mbassy for advice 
and assistance, winch has always been forthcoming. 
Speaks good Englisti- 


Smdea 

*VL Eyvind Brail (Minister). Presented his leiters 
on October 16. 1953, A career diplomat, aged about 
46, Ins last post having been the Consulate-Genend 
in Berlin. Speaks, good English bur k rather heavy- 
going socially. {Written in J9}4_) * Milker I he best 
of Life in Ethiopia with outdoor pursuits tike riding 
and shooting. Married lo a good-looking byl less 
stiif wife, She also speaks good English, (Written 
in 1955.) M Bratt has during the last year shown 
himself remarkably ineffective and, his colony com¬ 
plain that he has let the side down badly. 

SwitMthid 

M. Roksier has recently died in Cairo. M Paliud. 
a pleasant man. k Charge dVufaires here. I have 
not yet met his wife, 

United States 

*Dr. Joseph Simonson (Ambassador). Presented 
his credentials on October 6. 1953, Born in 
Minnesota I9Q4 # he is a clergyman of the American 
Lutheran Church, and was appointed here in 
recognition or hk services to the Republican Parly 
during the presidential elections. His, like so many 
United Slates political appointments, is very difficult 
to understand. He is hard-working, hut misdirects 
many of his activities: inexperienced* and therefote 
reticcnl. (hough ostcnsiblv fricndlv. (Written in 
1954,} 

"He has, with time, acquired a very litde 
experience in diplomatic behaviour. I think he 
pu/jrles the Ethiopians, who continue to distrust his 
religious background because they suspect some 
sinister missionary influence. Not popular with his 
stalf because of his pompon ill. nor with his colony 
because he lectures them on a diet of lemonade. 
Certainly no fool. The Ethiopians will continue to 
use him as they will anyone bearing gifts, but with 
wariness. A pleasant and hard-working wife. 
(Written in 1954.) 

Venezuela 

There no longer appear* (t> be anyone accredited 
here. 

The Yemen 

Sayid Hamid bin Abou Bakr Almuhdar, Consul- 
General Mv contacts with this individual arc 
limited to occasional handshakes as we have no 
common language. 

5 tigbslm ia 

General Dusiti Kvcdcr. Ambassador. A very 
pleasant individual who is taking an active part in 
pushing Yugoslavian cOtnmirdol interests here. Tie 
has much time on hk hands and employs it travelling 
around the country and in neighbouring territories. 
He speaks fair English and French. His attractive 
wife was bom and lived all her life in New York, 
She is a convinced Communist of the Titoist variety 
and parades her political opinions more freely than 
does her husband. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA 


Mr. Busk to Mr. Sehvyn Lloyd. {Received July 10) 


(No, 60, Con i i dent Lit I) Addis Ababa, 

Sir K Juty 4. 1956. 

i have the honour to submit my report on 
Ethiopian and Eritrean Personalities for this 
year. 

I have* &c. 

D L, BUSK. 


E iiclosure 

Tsotx 

1. H.I.M. the Emperor Haile Selassie L K.G.* 

Ci,C-B . aC.M.C„ LL D . D.CJ 

2. H.l.H, Mariduzmiiteh Asfa Wassan Haile 

Selassie* G.C.V.O.. G,B E, 

3. H.l.H, Prince MakOnnCrt Httite Selassie. 

CiGV.Qh Duks~ of Harar. 

4. H.l.H. Prince Sable Selassie. 

5. H.l.H. Prince Alexander Desla. 

6. Ras Ababa Arugai. 

7. Colonel A be be Kebcdc, 

S. Ato Abcbe Rcita. G.C.VO, 

9. Brigadier-General Abiyye Ababa, 

10. Ra.$ Adafrisau. 

IL Ato A k ala Worq Habtc Wold. 

12. Ato Aktilou liable Wold, G.C.V O, 

13. QejuJtirmch Amo ha Abcrrn Kassa 

14. Colonel Asefi Aycne. 

15. Ato Amdc Mikael Dcssalegne. 

16. Mr Arata Ababa. 

17. Brigadier-Gum: nil Asfau Wolde Giorgk. 

18. Dejaimneh Asratc (Mndhio) Kassa. 

19. Bit waded Andargachnw (Andargail MiS&yL 

20. Blau, i Aye I la Gabre. 

21. Aburui Basilios, 

22. Blattu Duwit Oghagzy. 

23. Dtja/mach Dembsie Wolrie Emmanuel,, 

24. Dejazmach Deredja Mak.onncn, 

25. Colonel Emanuel Andom. 

26. Ato Emmanuel Abraham. 

27. Blatta Ephraim Tewolde-Mcdheri. 

28. Ato Gabre Maskal Hflbte Murium. 

29. Ato Gabre Mascal Keilcgry. 

30. Ato Gabre Wold Eughidawork 

31. Dcju/Jiiach Gurasu Duki* 

32. Ato Gashau Ida!taka, 

33. Ato Gciatiun lassamu, 

34. Dejazmach Haile Selassie Gugsa. 

35. Rus Huilit Baluu, 

36. Abba Hanna. 

37. Ato Hadd is Akanuyou. 

> 38, H,H. Ras Inlfu Haile Selassie, C.B E- 

39. Lij Imru Zelleke, 

40. Lij [ndalkachaw Mukomien, C-V.O. 

41. Brigadicr Cieocral Kubbada Gabre. 

42 Deja/niach kabbadii Tasfttmu, 

43* Ato Kebcde Abozcn. 

44. H H* Rus Kussn (Hailu} Darge. G.C V O , 
G.RE- 
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45. Fitaunsfi Kifle Hadi. 

46. Colonel Kifte s : igcm. 

47. Bulaniharjs Mahtcme SeL m.- WaULs Masked. 

48. Colonel Makonnen Dcneke. C.V.O. 

49. Dcfa/.mueh Mukonftcn Desttu 

50. Ato Makoiuien Hahie Wold, 

51. Bitwiidcd Makonneu Indalkuchnw, G.B.E, 

52. Dejiizinach Mangasha Seyuni. 

53. Dejaziuadi Vjj.neusha Wubie, 

54. Dcia/niach Mas (in Stlashi, K.C.V.O. 

55. Ain Melcs Andom. 

>6. Ato Menassa Lemma, 

57. ' Major Assefn Lemma, 

58. Ato Menbere Ycyebnud. 

59. Lij Mcndil. Yasu. 

60. Lij Mikael Imru. 

61. Major-General Mcred Mangaslia, 

62. RLiLL.l Mcrsie Hazcri Wahla Kirkos, 

63. Major-Gtiieral Mulugcta Bulli. 

64. Brigadicr.Gcncr.il Negga Haile Selassie, 

65. Ato jScrct|ui. b Bcrhan Gabre Egriabher, 

66. H.H, Ra^ Seytmi Mangasha. 

67. Liiaman Tadcssc Nagash. 

6S. Tsahati Ti i/,17 Tafuni Wokj Kidanc Wold, 

K .C V.O. 

69. Fitaurari T.fesso liable Mikad. 

70. Dejazmadi Takale WoEde Hawuriat 

71. Colonel Pami rat Vigc/u, 

72. Dcja/niuch Tayye Guluute, 

73. OejaziDach Ted I a Buiru* 

74. Brigadier-General TcdU MakoiuKn. 

75. AbniiJ Tbeophiln-s. 

76. Tsahnfl TMkiz Wald a Giorgis Walda Yehannis, 

G.C.VO. 

77. Blattu Tirfc Shumie. 

78. Dekisnmdi Tsehayu Irtqtto Selassie, 

79. C olonel Wttkjira Serda. 

80. Colonel Wasan Hailu Kabbada Wagshum. 

81. Colonel Wulde Selassie Berek 

82. Colonel Yakob Gabre Leul, 

83. Colonel Yu^u Stapigasha, 

84. Lij Vilena Deressa. 

85. Afa NegUS Z.Liude Aycllu, 

86. BLatia Zaudc Beluittah, 

87. Ato Zaude Gabre Hey WO!, 

88 Dcjazmach Zaudc Gabre Selassie. 

FofctlOSEiRS 

89. Albert Henry Garreisun (.American). 

90, Bngadwr-Gjnerol Christian Nilsson (Swedish.) 

93. Juhn Hathaway Spencer fAmerican). 

EniTlu a 

92. LJejach Abrahu Tesemma. M.B.t;, 

93. Sheikh All Rcdai, 

94. Dejaz Arina Wassic, 

95. Faimirnri Asfahu Woldcmicael. 

96. Dcjach fkine Bamchi. 

97. Ghebrejohunnes lesfarnariatn. 

98. Dejaz Hugos Ghebrc., 

99. r>L-’aeli Nassau Ali. 

100. Ato Ibrulom Sultan. 

10L Abuna Marcos, 

B 
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102, Saleh Ahmed Kekia Piash:i. 

103, Slicnkh Mohammed \ur Bey Kansan Nuibv 

O BE, 

]Q4. Shaikh Mohamcri Quiar Ibrahim, 

105. Sheikh Om.tr Hussuna, M.B.L, 

106. Sheikh Said Safuf, 

307, Mi. bhoa Mannhcni Joseph. 

10S, Ras I'oemm-i .Asberom, OJB.E. 

104, UrmHiwch i'esta Johannes Ltcfhe. 

110. Ato Wuldeub Wobdemaruun. 

Ut. Dr. E. Dji.uii5.io. 

112. Monsignor Matinoni. 


I, ll.l.M. tiiL 1 Emperor iiaik- SeFcytie I. kJU., 
G.CJHA^ Ll.D., IXCX. 

Born l. l ! l lie i> Lite '-on of the Late lias. 
Makoanea, the enlightened Governor of Harjr. who 
was the pandson of Sable Selassie, kina of Shoa. 
anj Eiia-h a ii uouaui to the Emperor MendiJc, 
Ras M;i-.or.i:en exercised considerable influence for 
good .uer the knLer. The Emperor's wife, Woizcro 
hi alien, is a pandaughiLf of King Mikael of Woib, 
and is thus Llie stcp-niccc ol the deposed Li] Va.su. 
Alter Ills father's death in 1907 FUs Foliar i (as he 
then was) was unpoinliid Governor of Sidaino. After 
the Emperor Mendik's death he was given (he 
g. ■. jmerdup of Hirar, which post he kept until 
IS 16. After the deposition of Li| Vasu m that year, 
he wii4 selected -si heir to the throne and Regent, 
The choice i> a link hard to understand. since Ras 
Ka.sa and Dcjaznueh Tayc are desecndanls of king 
6ahie Selassie in the senior line, but it as thought 
that the selection,, m which (he bee Fiiauran Hapta 
Giorps. Minister of War. had the bigg^t say. 
was prompted by the desire to rjrid someone 
inunediardy at hand who would be pleasing Co the 
foreign legation*. and not too powerful a personality 
in the country, and who could thus lw kept under 
the control of the big chiefs. 

In September I92S dissension between the 
Empress and the Regent became serious enough for 
it to be thought at one moment that liostiLilies might 
break out beiween their respective parlies, but the 
tiritivKmi'Ht was bisih peaceful and sigtuftomt. On 
or uboof 26th September the Empress bestowed 
upon Rj'- Taffari (he title of king <Necusi and he 
was crowned king on 7ih October. 

On Mu. 1 limpres-i Zuudilu's Meath at the beginning 
of April 1930. Ki-iLi Tuffari was at once proclaimed 
Emperor and shortly afterward* assumed the tide of 
Unite Selassie i 

After hk appointment as Regent in 1916 he 
idem Hied himself with the cause of progress, but 
during the Empress's lifciim; always found himself 
faced with powerful opposition from herself and her 
conservative adherents. Nevertheless, by gradually 
strengthening his position as opportunity occurred, 
he had already succeeded in making a beginning with 
reforms even before in the m Hilary sphere, lie wav 
h;tndkipped, of course, by the embargo placed upon 
the importation of amis !hy the British. French and 
Italian Gmemmenls. Nevertheless, he introduced 
a Belgian Military Mission To start the training of 
ihe Ethiopian irmy. created chr elements oF ,«n air 
service, and took in hand the (luestion of the 
Co untry's eomfliun(cation s 

In July 1931 he proclaimed ;i Constitution and in 
November 1931 he inaugurated (he first session of 
Parliament 

lie direesed his armies and took ,i personal pari 
in ihe war with Italy from October 3 935 until May 
1936. At the hegLiiJiing of Mas, however, following 
on the defeat of his forces on the northern from, 
he renounced ihe direction of affairs, and on 2nd 
May left Addis Ababa for Jerusalem, where he was 
given sanctuary. Front there he proceeded to 


England, where he arrived on 3rd June. He visited 
Geneva the same month for the Assembly of the 
League of Nations, but afterwards remained, with 
the members of his family and certain faithful 
adherents, in the United kingdom 

On July’s declaration of war agamM Great Britain 
and France in June 19-Hi the Emperor travelled by 
air to the Sudan, crossed the border into Ethiopia 
ut Litmi idla on 21st January. 1941. and re-on re red 
Addis Ababa on 5th May. the anniversary of the 
entry of the Italians irno me capital in l93t>. 

Since his, return his regime has incurred a certain 
unpopularity. Surrounded by a clique of reaction 
ary, sal"-see king and often corrupt Ministers 
he and. more particularly, his family are by no 
means free from taint. In .1947 there was an 
unsuccessful plot CO remove some of his more 
obnoxious Ministers, notably the Minister Of (he 
Pen; but the plot which was discovered in July 
1951 was directed primarily against himself. While 
it is certain that the conspirators would not have 
been able to set tip an alternative regime enjoying 
any degree of public support, the fact remains Unit 
the Emperor no longer enjoys the unquestioning 
devotion of all his subjeeis ami Lb*u he cannot for 
ever shelter behind the screen of an unpopular 
Government, Except where his own political and 
commercial interests are threatened, however, he 
slid adequately fulfil the role of a benevolent 
despot and uppers to be genuinely Me voted lo the 
welfare and progress Of his people, He has made 
great strides in the promotion of education, so much 
so that he is ereming a force which sooner or laler 
will be in danger of undermining his regime; atid he 
is sincerely anxious lo develop the economic 
resources of Ethiopia for the benefit of hi.-, ijcople 
as web as of himself. His character, in fact. is a 
strange mixture of good and bad qualities, Devoutly 
religious, be can behave with ruthiessness cm occa¬ 
sion, yet he lus shown remark able human tty in his 
treatment of those who descried to the enemy during 
tlie Italian invasion and who have plotted against him 
since; at times disinterestedly generous, he is often 
acquisitive to rhe point of rapacity; instinctively 
liberal and progressive, he has surrounded himself 
with some of (he most conservative and oppressive 
elements in his realm—•and these, in lime, may prove 
his undoing. 

As tor his refeiions with his family the Emperor 
is u complete pairiarth. He coni rob their move¬ 
ments and generally prefers lo keep (hern around 
him. Recently he cancelled the Crown Prince's 
projected visit To the United States, in (he affairs 
of Saite also hiK desire lo keep control of everything 
and reluctance to iru^t others manifest lhcms«lvcs in 
hk insistence that even simple decisions should lw 
referred LO hint- 

In the early summer of 1954 he visited the Untied 
Stale*. Canada, Mexico, Yugoslavia and Greece. 
From October 14-16. 1954, he paid a Slate visit lo 
England which was followed by a slay of eleven days 
as guc*i oF Her Majcsty'h GovcrnuJ5flt He then 
went on to visit France, the Netherlands., Western 
Germany, Sweden. Norway. Denmark. Swit/.erJand 
and Austria, 

He speaks French and English with reasonable 
lluciicy and considerable inaccuracy, 

He has recently shown himself iri be vary acces¬ 
sible to the British 1 mba.sty and at regular intervals 
has asked Her Majesty^ Ambassador to sec him 
alone instead of in formal audience at which others 
arc present This k invaluable when delicate matters 
are Lo be discussed and it is an honour not accorded 
as far as is known to any other foreign representative.. 
The influence of the Crown Prince has been most 
helpful in securing this privilege, which mm of 
course be used sparingly. 


The Emperor has several British decorations He 
was given the G.C.M.G. on his appointment ns heir 
apparent in 1916. the G-C.B. during a visit paid 
m England in 1924, the chain of the Royal Victorian 
Order" on ihe occasion of the Duke of Gloucester's 
mission to Abyssinia in November (930, and the 
Garter during his State visit in i' :i 54, He was giycn 
the degree of LL.D. at Cambridge in 1924 and (hat 
of D.C.L. at Oxford in 1954. 


2. Hi.IL Miiridwimacb Asia Wfcsan Halle ScUlwic. 

G C.V.O^ G Ai.L. 

Crown Prince of Ethiopia. The eldest son of the 
Emperor, born in 1916, at she rime of the revolution 
which ended in ibe dethronement of Lij Yasu. As 
a baby he was kept for six months at the British 
Legation to prevent his falling into the hands oi Li] 
Yas .l Speaks English and French. He was given 
the Ci.tW.O. on the occasion of the Duke of 
Gloucester's mission to Ethiopia in November 3 930, 

In February 1931 he was formally appointed heir 
apparent and given ihe ancient Sboan title of 
Marich/.in,Kh. lo|ethcr with the Peovinccs of bhoa 
and Wollo (will] the exception of Adfcobcr). He took 
over charge of his province with headquarters at 
Dessie In January- 1933, 

In December 1931 he went on an official visit to 
Fgypt. France. England. Italy and Germany to 
return thanks foi the official missions sent by those 
countries on the occasion of hiv father s coronation. 
Hr was absent for two and a half months. Ort his 
return lie was married to the widowed daughter oF 
Rj„ Sivounu who had two children by her marriage 
with the UF’ Dijatmadi Gabre SeEsvic. She bore 
him one daughter. They were later separated and 
in 3945 his father reftieiantiy agreed to a divorce, 
A month taler he married ihe eldest daughter of 
(he late Pejazmich Ababa Dantuw. by whom he 
has had two daughters arid a son, bom in 3949. 1950 
and 1953 respectively. The Princess has an 
attractive personalily and speaks exedk-nt French 
and very fair Engllsh- 

Duiing the Italo-Fthioguan War he was in 'Wdi* 
Aba hi as representative of the Emperor while the 
latter was on the northern from, and in May 1936 
accompanied the Emperor to England., where he 
continued his education. He joined she Emperor in 
Khartum ami accompanied him over the border into 
Ethiopia in January [941, He returned to Khartum 
and. after tpjiilifying at the Ethiopian Officers' 
Training School, he was commissioned in the 
Ethiopian .mm 3n April 1441 he flew from Rose ires 
to Debra Markos lo rejoin the Emperor, lo Novem¬ 
ber 1941. as representative of the Emperor, he 
cruered Gondar on its capture from the Italians. 

He was [hen, while still remaining Govcrnor- 
Gcm-ral of WolK appointed Acting Governor- 
General of Bcgemdir. reBnquislMtg ihe latter post in 
May 1944 to lias Irani (a.vY. who became GovemPr- 
Gcricral with his seat a I Gondar 

In 1947 Lite Emperor, prompted by doubts so to 
hk attitude towards (he conspirators of that year, 
recalled him to Addis Ababa, nrd For some years 
ibcreu tier hr was kepi under discreet supervision, 
NevcrthcTcNs hix posilion had become difficult inas¬ 
much ns he had become the natural though, possibly, 
un wilting rallying point of discontented ekmcnis: arid 
this probably occounis For the fact that for some time 
lie took us Utile part as he could in local politics* 

Recently, however, ti would rerm that the 
ErnpcrorN suspicions have diminished and he scents 
to be playing a more prominent, if tiill discrcel rAft. 
He lias been taken into confidence by his father, who 
discusses with him daily ihe affair* of State. How¬ 
ever. the recent cancellation of his projected visit to 
the United States riinw* that he is still precluded 
by his father from obtaining thu experience he should 
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be gelling in preparation for his accession to ihe 
throne. Fortunately he is surrounded by good and 
powerful friends. , , „ 

He is neither a Hrong chftraaer nor particularly 
clever, but he is serious-mi tided and lias a reputa¬ 
tion for relative honesty. Although himself a poor 
administrator, he would like to tite country 
efficiently administered and for that reason wou«d 
welcome an increase of British influeiiCC in 
Ethiopia, He ix extremely friendly to (he Bntish 
Eitibtissiv and always accessible. He has often helped 
us by acting as an msermediary with the Emperor 
on delicate matters. He represented tire Emperor at 
the Coronation at Her Majesty The Ouecfl, 

3, IIJJL Prince Msdtonnen Haile Sciuvsie, Du!il- td 
Hnmr, G.C.Y.O* 

Born in 1921, the second son of (he Emperor. 
Speak? English and French- He accompanied ihe 
Empress on her visit U* Egypt and Palestine in 
1931 and on his return was made Duke of Hanir 
Dunne the ItnJo-Ethiopkin War he accompanied 
his father ?t> the northerii front and went with him 
when ho left for England. Continuing his education 
H Enpland he went to Si. Christopher*, Bath, 
Wcffiligton College In June 1940 he accompanied 
the Emperor lo Khartum, Hi- was commivauiied 
in the Ethiopian army after uualifying as a eatkim 
the Ethiopian Officers' Training School at Soba 
Camp. Khartum. In January 3 941 crossed the 
bonder with the Emperor into Ethiopia. He then, 
however, relumed to Khartum to complete b.s 
militarv training. In April 1941 he travelled by aw 
from Retires to Debra Markov, (here rejoining the 
Emperor, and later returned lt> Harar as Governor- 
General of that province. In February he was 
married bv his parents to WoiJtCTO Sum Girao. grand- 
daughter "of the late Dcjazmach Abcrra, one-time 
Governor of fcaiya* of an old ligrcan family. In 
August 1.947 a son was bom. providing the Emperor 
with his find grandson in (he male line, and a second 

son in January 1950. . 

Devpiic his age he still imprests as a inemiLy 
and fairly intelligcns schoolboy whose irtlerenv Ire 
raiher tn things mcch^iwccdl and comnwidLi! ST ^- 
tlic admmistraiion of his province, which is largely 
carried out bv the Vice-Governor. He i* supposed 
to be the favourite of his father and is devoted to 
his cider brother the Crown Prince fa.tO OF a weak 
and immature character, he tends to lean on his 
friends of the moment, with uneven results. Itis 
commercial activities, frequently of a none too 
reputable nature, and more often than not ending 
in failure, have done much to lower Ins prestige. 

He has, however, considerable charm of manner 
and has shown himself very approachable to this 
Embassv. He is happiest when travelling abroad. 
He accompanied the Emperor on (lie State viol so 

F. ncland in October 1954. w-hen he received ine 

G. C-V.O, Early this year he headed u succcastul 
clkhIwlIL mission to (he Sudan, 

The Princess now speaks some English lull she 
is very shy and i$ socially Heavy in the hand. 

4. HJLB, Prince Suhle Svlavsie 

Born in 1930, the ihint son of the Einpenir, 
Educated somewhat haphazardly in England, he 
just succeeded in pelting into Cambridge l mver- 
sitv. where he distinguished himself mainly by his 
extravaenncc- He returned (0 Ethiopia m I . 
but docs not seem to have any wfiotis work lo do 
Irrespoosibic. ill-rnaimercd and imatiraciiye horn 
in. appcamncf and petstinaliiy. Stvak^ good I’nehs. . 

Entertains foreigners occasionally with unexpected 
aplomb. Is sunrounded by a smalt clique of very 
von tie and Western-educated compatriots; [here 
appear hrespoirtible to a degree Fie accompanied 
(he Emperor on the Stale visit to America in 1954 
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Has hitherto been held very much irt chock by 
his father und is Lreared (with sonic justice) as a 
naughty small buy. Nevertheless, was appointed 
GoYemo^GcTwrel of Gaum-Gofa in May 1956, He 
will, however, certainly fake no more active n pan 
in the administration of his province than either of 
his brothers in theirs. 

S. Prince Iskander f.4fc\a ruler) Drfia 

Bora 1934, son of Princess Tenagne Work and 
grandson of the Emperor, Educated in. England, 

_ At present still training as a Sub*Lieutenant with 
the Royal Navy, he is an excellent young man who 
h. ■ Tofited to Ihc fullest possible extent from his 
training at Dartmouth and subsequently, lie is 
extremely pro British, and is likely in due course 
to be given a prominent position in the Ethiopian 
Navy, 

6 w lias Ababa Arajiui 

Bom about 190b, son of Aiancgus Aragai and 
grandson, on his mother's side, of Kas Gobana, one 
of Mearfik s generals, Before the Italian occupation 
he was chief of ihe Addis Ababu police. He never 
submitted to die Italians and was the chief patriot 
leader in Shoa. He was made “Rjs 1 " by the 
people and this title was confirmed by the Emperor 
upon his entry info Addis Ababa, At that time he 
VS as also made Governor of Addas Ababa, In 
October 1941 he wa* appointed Governor of Sidcimo, 
und in February 1942 was made Minister of Wttr, 
When rebellion broke out in l ierai in the autumn 
of 1943 he was in supreme command of the military 
operations which suppressed Ehc revolt, with the 
bead of the British Military Mission to Ethiopia as 
his adviser. He showed himself to be a brave soldier 
and tine leader, but Lacking any administrative 
qualities. in which he is not interested.. T"hc 
campaign exposed great weakness in the administra¬ 
tive side of ilie Emperor** territorial army. 

After the suppression of the Tigrai revolt he 
acted as Governor-General of the Province until the 
reappointment to that post of Ra$ Scyum fo.v.l in 
194?. when lie reassumed his post as Minister of 
Wir. In the meantime he had aligned himself with 
the Opposition party but. possibly out of u revulsion 
of Loyalty to th - Emperor* turned informer shortly 
after hi* return so Addis Ababa and threw m his lot 
with Woldc Gioryjs, then Minister of the Fen. His 
reward for so doinc u-.iv to be raised in precedence 
over all other Ministers including the Prime Minister 
In July 1949 he exchanged ho- portfolio as Minister 
of War for that of Minister of the Interior, previously 
held by lire Minister of the Pen. in this capacity hie 
pimd an important part in the suppression of" the 
revolt in Golf am in 1950, Jn May 1955 lie was 
a r Hnted Minister of Nationid Defence, a post 
created in 1953, but hitherto unfilled. 

V dignified and impressive figure, never seen out 
of uniform .his prestige is considerable, particularly 
in the provinces where he wields a great influence 
ish the older gcneraiion of officials, who respect 
him for his birth and patriot record, even though his 
administrative ability 1s negligible. He has never set 
fool outside Ethiopia unU speaks no language other 
than Amharic. 

7. Colonel Abebe ktW-'.k 

Born in 1916 .old trained at the Cadet College at 
Hoik Hu. Scbvque Tilly served m infantry and has 
passed a Stall course, tie has hud no active service 
experience and u.is an Italian interpreter in 
1940 41 

He speak.-, good English and Italian, He was 
Director-General + 'G" Brandi ai the Ministry of 
War and is now Chid or Staff G-4 m the Ministry 
of Defence. 

He kv friendly and co-operative, urn I probably 
reasonably cfficicnt 


H, A to Abe be Retfa, G.C.V.O, 

Born in i90ij ana educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in Addis Ababa, He was trained as a 
deb [era (scribe} in the Ethiopian Church. Later he 
w.^ sent to Sees Grid and studied at the Bible 
Training: Institute in Glasgow. He speaks fluent 
English, In 1932 lie was- it school-teacher at the 
Swedish Mission in Addis Ababa, In 1937 he 
joined the Emperor's household at Bath. and in 
November 1943 was- appointed counsellor at the 
Ethiopian Legation in London, He returned to 
Ethiopia in June 1945 ami in February 1946 was 
appointed Vice-Minister of Health Became more 
jnd more deeply involved in the corruption of that 
Ministry, though Ebe more charitable maintained 
that he wav being hoodwinked by his Director- 
Genend. hi she summer of I94JS he was appointed 
as Ethiopian Minister in London, and he proceeded 
to his post in October. Accredited as Minister to 
Norway iri May 1949. In October 1949 he presented 
his letters as Ethiopian Ambassador in London, 
where lie did well. He owes hL$ position partly 
to his loyalty to the Emperor ami friendship to his 
family and also lo his excellent relations with the 
K.isvj family. He has a pleasant manner and is 
pro-Western. He is unmarried. He received the 
G.C.V.O, in October 1954 during the Emperor's 
Stale visit to England, He left London in July 
1955 and was appointed Minister of Commerce and 
Industry in April I95 ej, This is an important post 
and the measure of success he attains will be watched 
with interest. 


9. Brigadier-General Abb ye Ababa 

Boro about HMS, the son of Ukamaquas Ababa, 
who rendered great services to the Emperor as the 
battle of Sagale, fought against the deposed Lij Vasu 
and his father Negus Mikael of Wollo. Uk am aquas 
Ababa lost his life in the battle and Abiyyc lias 
therefore always beets a protege of the Emperor. 
He was trained at the Officers' Training School* 
Efolatta. He accompanied the Emperor to England 
in 1436. He returned to the Sudan wish the Crown 
Prince in Octdbir 11940, entered the C.T.S.. Khar turn, 
and entered Addis Ababa as A.D.C, to the Emperor. 
Ori 26th April, 1942. he was married to Princess 
Tsshai* youngest daughter 1 the Emperor, who died 
later in 1942* Appointed Governor of the Province 
of Waliega. where ids administration was popular 
fluid cftreiurtL Relinquished this appoint me nil in 
September 1943 and was attached to Lhe Ministry 
of War, where he acted in easy-going fashion as 
Minister during the absence of Ras Ababa Aragai 
in Herat.. Promoted brigadier-general jo command 
the 1st De’i isfon in Addis Ababa <n June r>46. In 
1446 married the European-educated daughter of 
the fate Deja/maeh N'asibu, former Governor- 
General of Harer and commander of the southern 
armies against the folK&as in 1935. In July 1949. 
mi the transfer cd Pits Ababa to the Ministry of 
the Interior, he was appointed Acting Minister of 
War and in 1951 given the substantive rank of 
Min inter. Accompanied the Crown Prince on his 
visit to London for the Coronation-' A shy. quid, 
easy-going man. devoted to the Emperor. J Speaks 
good English and French, He has no real 
experience for his rank or post and is not particu¬ 
larly interested. Hiv appointment n largely 
political, owing to his relationship with the Imperial 
Family He in nm above discreetly lining his 
pocket through army contracts. He is friendly and 
approachable. 

His post i;\ now redundant an the resutt of the 
appointment of Ras Ababa (No. 61 as Minister of 
National Defense. .,nd he has been appointed 
Ambassador at Pan;}, 


10. Ras Ailatrirau 

Born about i SSO, a relative of the Emperor, At 
one lime Chief of the Imperial Guard and later 
Governor of Enamor and ln&qor (Kambautf. Vic was 
always m personal attendance on the Emperor and 
rode at his side. He followed the Emperor to 
Palestine in 1936. In June 194U he wav summoned 
by the Emperor to Khartum, crossed the border with 
him in January 1941 and accompanied b'm (0 Addis 
Ababa, En May 1941 he was made Governor of 
KamtaJLi. and in April 1942 appointed Governor- 
General of the Province of Si da mo and promoted to 
the rank of ‘ Ras " In 1955 relinquished his 
Province and became a Crown Counsellor. Is 
completely senile, 

11. A to Alcala Wore; liable Mold 

Born in 1908 and educated in Ethiopia. Speaks 
some English and fair French, He is a brother of 
Ato Mtkonrwn Habte Wold. Minister of Finance, 
and of Ato AklBou Habte Wold. Minister for 
Foreign A flairs. In 1442 he was appointed Director 
of the Municipal it;, of Addis Ababa and in January 
1443 became Director-General of the Ministry of the 
Fen. In June 1447 lie was appointed Director* 
General of Education* and in July 1 1> 4' J promoted to 
Vice-Minister of Education. I he Emperor himself 
retaining lhe portfolio of Minister. In May 1955 he 
was given the additional portfolio of Vice-M1 nAter 
for Social Affairs, a newly ■created post. He has 
neither the influence of his broil her Makonnen nor the 
jibdUy of his brother Akliiou. At one slate be was 
somewhat anti-British and the British Council 
found him unco-operative. But as j result of a 
visit to Uganda in 1949 he has since adopted a much 
more friendly attitude and is approachable. Has 
recently been very sick and has taken no active 
pun ;n ihe affairs of his Ministry for the past year, 

12. Ato Akliiou liable Wold. G.C.V.O, 

Born in I9d8. Brother of Makounca Habte Wold 
and A kata Worn Habte Wold {<jr.vj. Educated 
at the Mcnclik School in Addis Ababa* and in 
Francs, where he had some legal training. Speaks 
excellent French and enough linglisli for social 
purposes. Worked for some year-, at the I evasion in 
Paris, where he was charge d’affaires at die time of 
the German occupation in 1940. Relumed io Ethiopia 
in April 1942. Appointed Vice-Minister tn the 
Mlimtn of the Pen in November 1442. and was on 
almost every commission of enquiry Insti luted by the 
CriiupL-ui Government, which speaks well for his 
ability Appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in October 1943. Is intelligent, quick-witted and 
more a man'o’ the world lliaii most of hLs edleagues. 
Is given greater respousibijiiy by the Emperor than 
Wjis bis predecessor at the Ministry, and he and 
Mr. Spencer (r/.v.S have between them made Foreign 
Affair?; the most competent of the Ministries at 
presL’iit. 

Since the end of the war he has spent much of 
his (tint- abroad. In [945 he went to San Francisco 
as 4 member of the Ethiopian Delegation and has 
attended every session of the Untied Nations 
General Assembly. TTa; fact ihat in December 
1950 (he latter f^red -i resolution on Eritrea 
moderately favourable to Ethiopia is due in larcc 
measure to his shrewdness and tact, nnd it was 
doubtless in recognition of his serviced in (he inter- 
naltODal sphere that he was given the substantive 
rank of Minister for Foreign .Alfairs in Julv 1944, 
Althouffh a supporter of the lost Minister of the Feu 
(No. 76L he has steadfastly refused to become 
embroiled in diorne^tic fw'lilics. He is one of the 
few Ministers who have any grasp of world affairs 
and with whom it is possible to conduct business on 
European lines, Unfortunately, his official duties 
and ill-health have in the pas[ kept him away from 


the capital for long periods and Ills subordinate 
oSficials do not share his undoubted *|uulkies. He 
is also undoubtedly lazy. Was unmarried, but 
maintained a dive roc; liaison with a French lady 
long resident in Add is Ababa, whom he is now 
believed to have married by an Ethiopian Church 
ceremony. 

He accompanied lire Emperor on the State v.>.i 
to England in 1954, when he received the G.CA'.O. 

He has cute;! recently appointed to the new post 
of Minister of Public Health, 

13. DcjKixiuch A ina ha Ahtrra Ka.ie>u 

Bom in (926. the son of Dejaitmach Aberra 
Kassa. one of the three sons of Ra.s Kassa (q.vj 
murdered by the ltelians in 1936. He is of doubly 
royal Encage* his maternal grandfather being Ha* 
Scyum (t/o'.L and is a poteniiul claimant lo the 
Imperial Throne. 

Educated first in Palestine and later* alrer a spell 
at the Hu tic Selassie Secondary School at Addis 
Ababa, je Malvern College and Braseuose College, 
Oxford, where he graduated in 1951. He returned 
to Ethiopia later that year and in 19^2 waa jiivcn 
iht.- rank of Dcjozmadi. being appointed at the 
same time an adviser ia the Ministry of the Interior 
and Governor of Salale, part of Rav KassaN 
hereditary domains. He attended the Geneva Con¬ 
ference in 1954 as alternate Ethiopian delegate. He 
has recently been- treated for poliomyelitis in a 
hospital at Osiord, 

A pleasant and friendly young man. who will no 
doubt rise to great heights in the future, his 
adminiscritiv; and other abilities have not yet 
been put to the test. Speaks good English and 
French and uivev promise of being a valuable pro* 
British element, 

14. Colonel Astff* Ayvite 

Born in 14|g, Trained at the Cadet College at 
Hoi let ta :,nd subsequently served in hitantry. He 
has no record of wat service and was u civilian in 
1940-41. Deputy Commander of the Imperial 
Ethiopian Air Force, to which Ire has been seconded 
for some years now* and is a competent pilot. 

He speaks both English and French well He has 
.t rather shtiiy manner bul this does not really do 
him justice. Appears to dislike Americans and is 
quite friendly and forthcoming to the British, 

15. Ato Am do Mikael Lh-Malefcire 

Bom in 1912 and educated a! the Mcnclik School 
in Addis A baht He speaks fluent French and 
Italian and quite good English, Before the occupa¬ 
tion hie w,t$ a teacher in thu Imperial hcnischold. 
During (he occupation he was employed by the 
Italians in their printina and propaganda section* 
and was ultimately given the title of cava! lie re. a 
fact he is tils 11 trying to live down. He continued in 
the same work after Etic liberation, and in July 1943 
was made Censor of Public Entertainments. In 
1945 he was put in charge of the local newspapers 
tall published by the Press and Information Depart¬ 
ment!, and he succeeded to the post of Director- 
General when Ato Sertqc Borhan was sent to 
Jerusalem jn June 1947. Although after early in 
1948, he was under the unofficial control of Ato 
Makomren Ha Inc Wold for,), the innumerable 
responsibilities of the falter left him a relatively 
free hand in (he administration of his office In 
March 1°51 Ire was appointed Liaison Officer to the 
Brulsh Administration in Asmara m succession tn 
C, il-vicl Neggjft ( 5*1 1 He Vim help In’ irs this p04t 
and was promiftrat in the local spons association. 
Intelligent and agrec.ibjc company* His wife rtbo 
speaks good French. After the transfer rff power 
in Eritrea he reverted to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, wlw employed on delegations abroad and 








wu* bier transferred to the Federal Bureau \a 
AtUss Ababa which deals with Eritrean Affairs. 

After j short period as Ethiopian Minister at 
Degrade, has now beta appointed Ethiopian Liaison 
Othcer. nt Mogadishu, These appointments may 
rcsu| t from his wife's relationship with the Prime 
Minister, but since the Ethiopian Government now 
attach great importance la the Somali problem, his 
latest post must imply some recognition of ability. 

16. Lij A rata Ababa 

Barn in 3906 and educated sn Ethiopia A 
disjaal relative of me Emperor, Speaks English 
and French. l:i 1935 he accompanied the fate 
Blattengeta Hcrui (then Minister lor Fnreiitn 
Adairs] to Japan. In 1936 he left Ethiopia and 
went to Amenta, where he remained up to the 
beginning ol 1943. when be returned to his country* 
and w»a appointed Governor of a small province to 
the north of Harar. En June 1945 Esc was appointed 
Director-Gertcr.il of the Customs and in VMb was 
sent to India as head of the Ethiopian commercial 
delegation. In June 1946 he was appointed Vico- 
Minister in the Prime Minister's Office and in June 
1947 Vice-Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Tele- 
phones In July 1949 he attairted the substantive 
raid o/ Minister, and early in 1950 was appointed 
Minister of Public Works. Quiet and unassuming, 
without any outstanding; qualifications. 

He represented she Ethiopian Government during 
Her Majesty The Queen's visit to Uganda in 1954 
Has wife, the widow of Has Birfa, is a sister of the 
Crown Princess. 

17, Brigadier-General Asfau Wolde Giorgis 

Born iai 1902. educated at ihe VEtuclik School 
■Addas Ababa, and at St, Cyr. Speaks fair French 
and some English. Was an officer in the Emperor A 
bodyguard. Fought against the luilians in Bale 
under Dey-iroudi Bayane Me rid and Ras Data.. 
look refuge in British Somali land and was 
evacuated; to Kenya where he joined the British 
forces until he transferred so the Emperor's body¬ 
guard at Khartum and re-entered Ethiopia from 
tip*® J n -April 1941 Appointed Vice-Governor 
W YVollo under the Crown Prince. Early in 3 943 
was sent us Governor so Borana. which he 
administered until May 1946 wtrii a certain efficiency 
but no integrity On occasion could be amicable 
and pk-Loant to British officials, but was 
frequently annoying to the Kenya ad mi nisi ration 
and the British Consul ai Mega over frontier and 
tribal question*, He suppressed ihe Guragi revolt 
tn 1944, during which he is believed to have given 
orders for the killing in, cold blood of some of the 
prisoner* In June 3946 was promoted hrtgadier- 
gcncnal and Appointed to comma ml tbe 2nd Division, 
.vtdi headquarters at Dessie, In April 1947 be 
acted us president of the Ethiopian delegation 
Appointed to discuss modifications of the Kcriya- 
Ediiopim boundary. In April 1948. when "the 
3rd Divruan was fanned, with headquarters at 
Karat, he wav transferred there as its commander, 
and was nr officio Governor of the Opkc under the 
Duke of Harm:. He was. transferred back to Dessie 
as Commander of the 2nd Division and then was 
Governor of Gama-Gofj province mi til 1955. 

^ His career in the army was a rapid one, Lu 
February 1941 lie was a platoon commander in the 
2nd Irregular Battalion under the command of 
L teal e ruint-Colonel Curie (now Her Majesty's 
Consul), who got rid of him for incompetence. >lc 
^ 4 heavy drinker and becomes somewhai offensive 
tn his cups. He is inclined to be anti-British and 
was cortsisternly obstructive towards the British 
Military -Mission, One of the cruder Ethiopian 
personalities. In 1955 was imprisoned for a year 


and lined on account of his financial activities as 
Governor .and u:is replaced us Governor in May 
1956 by H.LH. Prince Subic Selassie u/.r.j, 


18, Dcjatmodi Asrelc tMudhiqj Kassa 

Bom 1919. Fourth and only surviving son of R a $ 
Kiwci Before the Gialo-Ethtopim War was 

educated at an English mission school. Later 
accompanied his father and the Emperor ic? England 
woerc iie continued his eduction. In November 
1940 he rejoined the Emperor in Khartum and was 
commissioned in the Ethiopian army after qualifying 
as a cadet in she Ethiopian Officers 1 Tr.ijnine School, 

After the Emperor’s return he was made Governor 
tsf SaLale Province, En October 1942 ho was 
appointed Governor of Gondar and given the titie of 
Dsrubroach. A year later he received ihe governor- 
ship of Begemdir. In February 1944 lie married a 
granddaughter of the Hrupees. Three months later 
was appointed Governor General of Wollegu, and 
in June 1946 was transferred to be Governor-General 
of Arussi Province. In both posts lie showed him¬ 
self a keen and popular administrator. In 1952 
transferred to Gondur as Governor-General of 
Bcgcmdir Province, Accompanied the Crown 
Prince to London for the Coronation, In March 
I95(i he was appointed Deputy Governor-General 
in Shcu Province, k pro-British tn t-!s sentiments 
an! has given pradical dcmrapWrinion of this by acts 
0! -.‘real kindness to British visitors to his province. 


19, Hitwftded A n [largis h aw (Aadargail Masayi 

Bom ah-out 1902. Was sent to France by the 
Emperor for education and later became tirst sccrc- 
lary ai the Ethiopian Legation in Paris. Upon Ins 
return to Ethiopia he was made Etitiopijn Consul 
at Jibuti, in which capacity he remained until 1938, 
In July 1940 he reached Khartum from Cairo and 
was appointed by the Emperor as liaison officer at 
the Ethiopian refugee training camp in Khartum, 
In this he was unsuccessful and was transferred to 
the Emperor's personal staff, He accompanied die 
Emperor on ins journey through Gojymn. When 
Prince Mukonncn flew to Harar to undertake his 
duties there as Governor. Li] Andargui accompanied 
Wm and was appointed Vice-Governor. Early in 
1942 he w.ts nominated " Afa Muffin" (Mouth of 
the Prince). 

His relations with the British authorities in Hirer, 
though unfriendly at lirst. liter improved. He was 
dismissed from Iris post in September 1942 at the 
instance of his personal enemy Wolde Giorcria (^.y.) 
for alleged corruption In" July 1943 he was 
appointed Minister of Justice, and in September 
1944 married Princess E'eminy-a Worq, the Emperor's 
Hdesi daughter and widow of ft as Dcsta DamGw, 
exacting ihereby # sweet revenge on Wolde Giorgis. 
who bad been a rival and confident suitor. In 
January 1946 was appointed C«h efnor-General of 
Bcgcmdir Province and given the title of Bit waded. 

He was appointed the Emperor's Representative in 
Eritrea upon the handover from British Administra¬ 
tion on September 15th, 1952, He does not appear 
to be sufficiently experienced for this post, which 
had undoubtedly gone to his head; he has become 
very regal and inaccessible. He spends a large 
amount or lime inspecting schools and similar 
institutions and does not appear to pay over much 
attention io his mure arduous duties. 

Ik is greatly interested in the commercial enter¬ 
prises in Erfirea. in which mailers he is said to be 
acting on behalf of the Emperor ys well as himself, 
He likes to be treated with considerable deference 
but has quite a pleasant personality and professes 
great friendship for Great Britain. He speaks French 
but very Jit tie English. 


20. Hlatfa Ayella Gab re 

Burn 1895. Was educated m the French Mission 
at Harar and speaks French well. After having been 
successively station master at a wayside hull near 
Direduwn, director ol the Dircdawa customs and 
acting director of the Addis Ahana customs during 
the absence m Europe of Alo Ga bra-1 gziabher 
Francois in E92S, he was appointed in March 1929 
to be director of ihe Municipality of Addis Ababa, 
In 192,2 he was made chief judge ol the Special 
Court at Addis Ababa. 

BJatiii Ayella is a pleasant and not unintelligent 
man arid is friendly to Europeans. He is a devout 
Roman Catholic. He speaks excellent Arabic and 
was lu one lime sceh on a mission io the Imam 
Yatiia of the Yemen, He submitted io the kalians 
immediately alter the occupation of Addis Ababa 
and was put in charge of the native courts. On 
IOth May, 1941, he was appointed by the Emperor 
Minister til Justice. In July 1942 was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister to ihe Court of Sl Janies and 
in March 1946 Vioc-Governor-Gencral of Harar 
Province. He his shown himself co-operative with 
Her Majesty's Consul and with riie Government 
of British Somali Land, 

Lri May 1955 he was replaced at Harar bh Colonel 
Ksfle Ergetu (N'\ 42) and w.i> once more appointed 
Minister of Justice, His legal know'tedge and 
experience is apparently proving more of a hindrance 
than a help in the Ministry, since he is disposed 
to meddle too much in the technical affairs of the 
Ministry, 

21. A Inina BusiiiOB. 

Bm cl obuui lh^ 8 . Before being made tchege in 
February 1955 Abba Gabra Giorgis was for two 
years head of the Ethiopian Monastery in Palestine. 
He aeeOnipatiifld the Emperor on his Jep.irture fn>ni 
Ethiopia In PG& and remained with him for some 
time m hrigfynd. later returning to Palcsiitke. In 
June 1 94l 1 He juinett the Emperor in ihe Sudan and 
accompanied htm throughout the journev from 
Khartum to Addis Ababa. In the absenec of a 
ccnstitutitmolly appointed archbishop, Ichegc Ciabra 
Giorgis was for more than a year after the 
Emperoris return acting head of the Ethiopian 
Church. In the summer of 1 941) agreement was 
reached between ihe Ethiopian C.'hurch and rise 
Patriarchate of Alexandria over ihctr outstanding 
differences, and the Iclicge was one of the four 
Ethiopian ecclesiastics who in July went to Egypt 
and were con veers ted bishops. He was appointed to 
Ihe See of Shoa and look the name of A buna 
Bjsilios, In January 1951 he was consecrated 
Archbishop of Fithiopia in succession to Abuna 
Ouillllos who died in [he autumn of 1950. thus 
becoming the first Ethiopian Primate of (he 
Ethiopian Church, 

As a result of negotiation with ihe Coptic Church 
he became the lirvi Ethiopian Archbishop io 
curnwrate Ethiopian Bishop'? in Ethiopia. 

22. Blalta Du wit Ogh^g'y 

BoOi in 1907. Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School, Asmara,. I'afari MakonncO -School. Addis 
Ababa unci the American Cmvcrsily, Beirut. Speaks 
English, French, Italian and Arabic. 

Upon his return from Beirut in 1950 he w.ys made 
Administrator of the Tafnri Makonnen School 
During the l talo’Ethiopian war he became Secretary 
to the Emperor and accompanied him to the 
Northern Front. After the departure of the 
Emperor, be w;o imprisoned hy she Italians hut 
later released and given work nt the Ccmuaissarkto 
until the British occupation. Appointed Director to 
the Governor or Addis Ababa in May !94l. Irt 
June 1945 lie wav appointed to be Director of the 
Harm Province. In June 394b he was appointed to 


be Governor of Adwa distna and vs^s made Blstta, 
in June 1947 he resigned. 

He was made a member of the Ethiopian Delega¬ 
tion to U.N'.Q, in September 1949. In Scptcmbei 
L950 he W’as appoiRte’d Ethiopian Minister eq Brazil. 
He returned to Ethiopia in June 1952. In July 1952 
he was appointed Vice-Mimsier for Foreign Affairs, 
Unwilling to lake resporttibility in mutters of grent 
importance, but in day-to-day administrative 
questions lie has showed himself effective and 
pleasant to deal with. Has: an abnormal!) broad 
•cntslixifc for an Eihiopian. 

LA Dcjazmach Dcniisrie Wnide Fmmanod 

Born in 3904. he was educated in Ethiopia He 
speaks reasonable French. 

He was a clerk m the Ministry of Commerce at 
ihe start of his career When the Italian war broke 
out he wus engaged in propaganda work in Addis 
Ababa When the town fell he joined Ras Ababa 
Arngai f!So, 6) where he continued his propaganda 
wort. In 1440 lie headed a mission to represent 
ft as Ababa in negotiations with the Italia ns. When 
thesn failed the Italians, imprisoned him until he was 
released by us. 

in ]44J he was appointed Directof-General of tiie 

Mr-islr, Cff tlte Interior. In 1^42 f» W9« Ctthttid 
Fitaurari and went to lilubabor as director of the 
province tn 1)54 he was Vice-President of the 
Chamber Of Deputies and in 1955 became Governor 
of Bale Province with the title or Deja/niuch. 

[n April rhis year he nas made Vice-Minister of 
the Interior. He has not so far shewn himself very 
energetic or efficient. 

24. Itii'ju/macli I Jcn-dja Malliinnen 

Born P’h', educated in Ethiopia, speaks French 
and Italian, Fought with hts father, the late Dej. 
Makontten Dcmissew, on the northern front, and 
was later imprisoned in Italy. En 1944 wa 1 . made 
Governor of Arjio {Province or Wo]legal' and in 
3953 promoted to he Governor-General of Wollega, 
whence fie was transferred to Shea in 1954 to be 
Vice-GovernorGencral Irt May E955 transferred to 
Wollo lhrmioce as Yice-Govemw-Gencral: (the 
Govcnuir-General i:-. the Grow'n prinetti. It w,t^ 
reported in 1953 chuj he wns considered EocaEly to 
he " a fairly affable and relatively harmless individual 
without any great organising ability." 

25- Culiind i manmrl Vnrloiu 

Born tn I'CO, trained ut f -tdet Colleges Khartum 
and Hollettu, and subsequently sierved in infantry. 
He has had no active service experience and was a 
refugee m Khurium in I94ri 41. He passed the 
Staff CliI!c”C, Csmbcrley. course in 1945. and 
comm,mded the fir&l Elhiopinn conlingent in Korea, 
bul was recalled before seeing any active 'cia ta-. 
His present uppoin til tent i^ Chief Of Staff G-3 in 
the Ministry of Defence. 

He is a very Westernised, intelligent man. but a 
rather weak character, who undoubtedly has a 
future if he cun keep out of trouble. He speaks 
English, French and Arabic fluently. 

16. Ato 1 nimunud Abraham 

Bom in 1913 at Ldtemli of Guilin pnrents, 
educated -rt the Tafari Makonnen School. Addis 
Ababa, Speaks flueni English and fair French, 
Headmaster Of a kirge Government school at Asha 
Tafari, directed by Dr+ M.trtin. In 1935 he ..tectim. 
panied Dr. Martin to London and worked as private 
secretary in tbs legation, Returned to Ethiopia in 
August 1943 and was appointed Director-Genera I of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in November and 
then in May 19-14 transferred to the Ministry tff 
Education, where he became Director-General and 














acting head. Member of Tile Ethiopian delegation 
to San Francisco in i Ljl 45, 

In June 1947 Ire was removed from the Minsstrv 
of Education largely bzcause. as an evangelical 
ProicMin t. his educational polio- was regarded with 
disfavour bv (he Coptic Church, He was unem¬ 
ployed until March 3 349 when he was appointed 
Minister to India. In May 1952 he was appointed 
Ambassador at Rome and in January 1956 
Ambassador in London, He has not so far shown 
much initiative or influence m his new post. 

Octet and unambitious. he has a pleasant per* 
sonslity and avoids political intrigue, 

27, (Jlaria Ephraim Tevrolde-.Medhtn 

An Eritrean, born about 1902, Educated at the 
Swedish Mission School. Asmara, .md the American 
University of Beirut. Speaks English. French, 
Italian and Arabic, Was o school-teacher in Asmara. 
Administrator ot the 1 jf«iri Makonncn School from 
ils foundation Appointed to he Ethiopian Consul 
in Paris. 1928 Enter sent to London, where he was 
charge d'affaires for several years Ethiopian dele* 
pic to thu* League of N'atkxi* several times, Was 
hi England during the [laio-Ethtoplau War and 
remained there after the Italian occupation of 
Ethiopia, and when the Emperor went to London. 
Aid Ephraim was with the Emperor for a lima. 
Later he went i • France and was there when the 
Germans took Paris. Managed to get away and 
returned to Ethiopia in September 1942. his first 
^ : >tt sim .■ 392 K, Appointed to he Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affair? with the title of Rfiitta in November 
1942. 

In October 1943 appointed Ethiopian Minister at 
Washington, and in Sep 3 ember 1945 was transferred 
(o London. IL was replaced by A(n Ababa Retta 
in 1948. and joined the Ethiopian delegation to the 
United Nations General Assembly held in Paris in 
ihe autumn of that year, and in the spring and 
autumn of 3949 j n New York, In JuEv 1949 he was 
given the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture, which 
lie relinquished on becoming Ambassador at Paris 
art J954. In May 1956 he was appointed Ambassador 
as Bonn, 

t la both his mm Lteri.il appointments he has shown 
himself to be obstinate. conceited and incompetent, 
bill socially he is affable and a good conversationalist. 

2 ff A to Gahrc Mas La] Ifabtc Mariam 

Bom In 3907. lie was educated in Eritrea and at 
the Hcole Centrale to T.S E . in Paris. Speaks 
English French. Italian and Arabic. 

Alter finishing his education he served as a 
wireless instructor in Addis Ababa. He was in 
charge of the wireless station ai Debra Marlow when 
the Italian war started. He left with Ras Imru 
iTsd, 58 1 and joined the P. & T, Department of the 
Sudan Government, He was very active in 
organising the refugees who tame streaming out of 
Ethiopia and in 1937 he returned to join the Patriot 
Movement in Gojjunt In 1939 he went to Cairo, 
where he was in (ouch with the French Intcllutencc 

Services, 

Ik returned to Ethiopia as a wireless expert wuh 
Brigadier Sand ford's mission. In 1942 he was 
appointed Director-General of the Ministry of Post? 
and I digraphs but resigned two years later to 
become president of Ethcophm-Eritrean Association.. 

3ii 3 948 he was Secretary Lo ihe Ethiopian Ddeg*- 
non to the Untied Nations Organisation. In [949 
he was appointed Director-General of the Adminis¬ 
tration Section of (he Prime Minister's Office and 
in 1955 became Vice-Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs. 

Because of his French education he has a good 
grasp of the European mind and he seems efficient. 


29. Am Gabrc Muscat 

Bo™ in 1915 and educated at the Swedish 
Mission School, and later at the Taffarf Makomven 
School at Addis Ababa. During the Italian occupy- 
rion was employed at the Addis Aba bn branch of 
l Ik Banco di Roma. Served in various Govern - 
men den aments from 1943 to 1947 when he 
beenm-i Director-Centra! of the American depart¬ 
ment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Was a 
member nf the Ethiopian Delegation to the lJailed 
Nations from 1947 to E 949 , From October I 9 J 2 to 
May 1954 he was Ethiopian Minister at New Delhi, 
and then Minister at Stockholm, In August 1954 
was recalled and appointed Vice-Minister in charge 
of port administration in ihe Ministry of Defence. 

He was mi charge of ihe Press and Informalion 
Department during the 3 955 Jubilee celebrations, 
and was posted to Belgrade Et s Minister in March 
l Cl '56, 

JO. Ato ( j a hr? ^Vold f! i :j h i 4;iv, i.> rk 

Born in 1905 and educated in Ethiopia. Before 
the Italian occupation he was a clerk in the Mini sir? 
of the Pen. After 1942 held two unimportant posts 
and fficn in 1945 was appointed Director-Generat of 
Land Revenue. In 194^ transferred to be Director- 
Genera] of the Ministry of the Pen, and in May 3 955 
promoted Vice-Minister in ffsis Department. A 
hitherto obscure official, he 1 ? well acquainted with 
the ins and out* of his Ministry, in which he has 
served so long, and which is a very influential one. 
being responsible for transmitting the Emperor’s 
instructions, often oral ones, to other Departments, 

31. Ueja^nuicll Garasu UnLi 

Born about 3892 of Ga l la parents. Before the 
I ['ll i.in occupation he held an obscure post in the 
Crown Prince's household. From 1938 until the 
■jirriral of British troops in die Jim an a area in 1 ^40 
he led a series of attacks against ihe Italians in 
south-western Ethiopia and was the acknowledged 
leader of a largo band of patriots. He wa* given Ids 
present title in reward for his service? and in |944 
wa.’s made Governor-General of Gumu-Gnfa 
Province and m 1952 was transferred to IlEutabor, 
He ss believed to liavc been instrumental in dis- 
cmerme the plot against the Emperor's life which 
came to light in July but hiu revelations were 

P°' ’ply dictated less by loyalty to In? sovereign than 
by !i«s desire to dminafe a rival opposition party. 
In i952 he wus absent from hj$ province for nearly 
u year and wuS involved in a number nf lawsuit? 
wtih Government depart merits which hud 
questioned his use of public funds. 

A man of virtually no education but of consider¬ 
able charm, he is a brilliant leader of men but a 
poor, (hough energetic, administrator. Hi? failure 
(o control the unruly trilK® in Gemu-Gofa caused 
grave concern lo the Kenya authorities. He started 
■welt in ilubnbnr. but latest reports indicate that he 
has fallen victim to the provincial habits of 
administrative corruption He speaks no European 
language. 

J2. A to Ga.s3n.iu Z;ii latna 

Bora 1910. Educated at the Taffiri Miifcoimen 
Sehoi. 1 ]. Addis Ababa. and subsequently at the 
Mission Laiquc Fmnymse .ii Beirut and finally in 
Puns. 13c returned to I thiopia in 1935 but left fat 
Jihouti immediately prior to ihe Italian invasion. 
He returned to Ethiopia in August 1941 as a 
private soldier in the British forces with Lhc ^nd 
Irregulars Holds 1939-45 and Africa Stars, He 
worked for a tame as interpreter w 4 ih the Free 
French forces. In 3942 he became Director- 
General of ih c Ministry of Commerce find Industry 
anti in 1943 was transferred to lhc Ministry of 
Education, again in the capaetly of Director-General 


3 -44 he became Dircctdr-Gcncral of (he Minisiry 
Foreign Adairs, In 3 Lt 4<i he wus, sent (o Cairo as 
m Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation, a position 
ieh he held for l wo years, and for .l considerabb 
lad was in charge of [be Mission. From I94S to 
i 0 Jtc was in charge of the Ethiopian Legation at 
ckholni .itid in September 3950 was appointed 
.iojitan Munster at Venezuela. In 1952 became 
lisier at Moscow, where be s!i1l is. though he 
I probably he transferred now (hat the Legal ion 
ci be raised to the status of an Embassy, in fact, 
appointment as Vice-Minister of Agriculture has 
:nlly been announced, 

A tu Gdnhun l assama 

lorn in 1910. Educated at the Meoclik School 
I at the American University at Beirut. Served 
the police for nearly one year before the Italian 
asion after which he escaped to Khartoum. He 
red under Brigadier Sand ford and re-entered 
aopia us 1940 through Gnjiaiti. In 1941 he became 
v,[or-Cieneral of the Ministry of the Pen and in 
■2 wus transferred lo ihe Ministry of the Interior 
rrc he was appointed Direct orAjcoera! t>f 
minisirative Services. In October 1^43 he wan 
loiotcd First -Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation 
Washington, l ie returned to Ethiopia in Janu.in 
■9 a«d in iuh 1949 became the Vice-Minister of 
nmerce and Industry, in which eapsed he has 
:v shown his hostility to the Amcrican-controjlcd 
xriid Highways authority by encouraging labour 
:jtion in its, camp*, 

Veil educated by Etliiopian standards, he speaks 
pt English, French. Italian and Arabic. He is 
able, by Ethiopian Standard* lamest anti an 
icrcnt of the young progressive group headed by 
YHnta Dcreasa fr/.v.3 uniil lately his immediate 
erior. He wus ai one lime married to & daughter 
Dr. M is tin. Hk former Minister for Foreign 
airs, who died, and ha* since inurricd again, 
ce the transfer of Lij Yilma he has bemt acting 
lister of CcntiTnerce and Industry and has shown 
isclf helpful if not particularly effective. He Is 
gnaauve ami could no doubt do more tf not 
dicapped by react ion aries. A to Abebc Rctta 
: No, 7') has now been placed <iver him .iv 
rister, 

Drja/mach Haile Selaiftic Guf;v;i. 

lorn in 1907. Son of Rns Gugsa A rain and greai- 
ndson of the Emperor Johannes. Married in 1931 
Emperor’s second daughter. Princess Zcneba 

who died seven months after her marriage, 
tie Governor of Macalle after Iti? father’s Jeaih 
1932, Deserted lo the Italians in 1935, hoisted 
Italian flag over Maeallc and provided the enemy 
h miliiaTy secret*, Rewarded b* the Italians 
i tlie rank of Ras and Governorship of Ttyrii. 
uinued to co] fa borate u-iih them during itaeir 
u pa non of EihiopLu. 

)n the arrival of British troop*; in Tserai in 1941, 
vLUighl the safety of British protection and was 
rusted with the administration of Eastern Tigrai. 
failed to bq of any assistsnoc and Was -uspendeil 
u Itis functions. In May 1941 he sent a concouu- 
iry telegram to the Emperor on the occasion of 
restoration and the liberation of Ethiopia. The 
.peror then conveyed his desire to the British 
parities that ITejrLzmach Haile Selassie should Ik 
i to Addis Ababa to stand trial. But it was 
ided by His Majesty’s Government that, in view 
his unwillingness to return to Addis Ababa and 
lain minor political considerations at the lime, he 
uld not return hut instead should be sent with a 
■ personal retainers to the Seychelles, tlwrc to 
lain ificomurricdtio until the end of the war. 
wards the end of 3 945 the Emperor a gas hi pressed 
>ngly for his return to Ethiopia for trial, and 
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His Majesty’s Government agreed after sortie dis^ 
cushion to hand him over in due course. 

He and his family were delivered |o the Ethiopian 
Government in September 1946. After j trial before 
ten Ethiopian and two European which was 

generally considered to have bc-n fair, and in which 
he was given every opportunity to defend bun sc If, 
he was condemned to death. He appealed 10 the 
Emperor for clemency; and although, so tar as is 
known, the Emperor has not pronounced a decision,, 
the sentence iins still not been curried out and he 
is believed to remain in custody at Gore. 

35. Has Hailu Ralati 

Born aboui Ibb7. the grandson of King, Takkt 
Hiumunot of Goyam and nephew of Ras Hailu TakJa 
Haiiuanoi. He s* a hereditary chief of the Atnh^ra 
Saint district east of the Blue Nib. L ntiJ liic 
time of lhc Emperor’s return trum exile Lij Hailu 
gamed no prominence, living quietly tm hi* estates. 
He never submuted to the Italians;, arid was lor 
some time ;iving iti a cave in the Inttbsc Valley. 
V5hrn contacted by the secret mission under 
litagatli.'r Sand lord; ht agreed to co-operate and 
attacked the Italian* at Mora and Kero, driving back 
lias Hailu la kin Haimanol Co Debra Mark os. and 
in March Ii942 he was appointed Governor-General 
of the Province of Gojjam and raised to the rank of 
" Ras.” Retired in 194* aud lived quietly in Asidis 
Ababa, soEtictime^ performing the duties of a Crown 
Courted lor. Rcapposnk'd as Governor-General of 
Go;jam in January 195L 

A feudal ehieftflln. owing his position to the 
prestige of his descent, 

36. Abba Hanna 

Born in 3S95. A priest of quiet bearing ami ascetic 
appearance who has long been the trusted confidant 
of the Emperor and the Imperial Family. Was in 
charge of [he imprisoned Lij Yasu in Hisrar Province 
funtil the latter died at the end of 1935). lie reached 
Khortom with the Crown Prince in October 1940. 
accompanied the Emperor through Gojjam and is 
now with him in Addis Ababa. 

lie exercises considerably more influence than 
is apparent, is in some respects (*.#.. (he Emperor’s 
commercial i me res,is) the eminence grisa of the 
Palace and maintains aft office in its grounds. 
Speaks French. 

37. Ato Haddis Akmayou 

Born in 1910. Educated at the Swedish Mission 
Scliool. AddL Ababa, and Tufari M.ikounen School. 
Addis Ababa. Spetiks English. Iralian and same 
French, 

Was a school-teacher at the Swedish Mission 
School. Addis Ababa, in 1932, l a ter he sent 
to Deb:.* Mutkos and worked in the Treasury when 
Ras Imru wus Governor of Gojjam, To the liato- 
Ethiopian War he followed Ra> fmru’s force* to 
ihe Northern Front. In December 1930 he was 
captured by the Italians and was sent lo Italy with 
Ra.s Imru/where he WAS impri.saned up lo 1943, 
fn 1943 the- British Army found him in Calabria. 
Italy, wiih other Ethiopian prisoners, and be was 
then released and sum to Addis Ababa. On his 
return to Ethiopia be was employed at tine 3 J rcss 
and Propaganda Office. In October I9-i-i he was 
transferred to the Ministry of Foreian \lfairs. In 
April 1945 appointed to b L Filiiopian Consul in 
Jerusalem In May 1947 be wns sen! to America 
to be Setirelary of the Ethiopian Legation in W:wh- 
ington, He returft&,l to Ethiopia in Septenlfcer 1950 
and was made Director-General of Press and 
Information at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 
July 1952 he was appointed Vke-Mmisler far 
Foreign Affairs. He deals with American affairs and 
the Ibiilcd Stales Embassy find him very ob^inau- 
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acting head. Member of the Eihiopiiirt delegation 
to San Francisco in 1945, 

Tn June (947 hi was removed from the Ministry 
of E J nation largely because, as an evangelical 
Protestant, his. educational polity was regarded with 
disfavour bv the Coptic Church- He was unem¬ 
ployed until March 1949 when be was appointed 
Minister Indij, Jp M□ y 1952 be was appointed 
Ambassador at Rome and in January [956 
Ambassador in London. He has not so fur shown 
much initiative dr influence in his new post. 

Quiet .uid unambitious, he has a pleasant per- 
sonalitj and avoids political intricue, 

27. Matin Ephraim Trwulde^Medhen 

An Erilrpn. bom about 1902. Educated at the 
Swedish Mission School. Asmara, and the .American 
University of Beirut. Speaks English. French. 
Eytiian :md Arabic Wai. a school-teacher in Asmara. 
Administrator of ihc Fufari Makcuiiiei School from 
ils foundation. Appointed to be Ethiopian Consul 
in Paris, 3928, Liter sent to London, where he was 
char;:.- d’affaires for several years. Ethio pian dele¬ 
gate to- the* League of Nations several times. Was 
in England during the Italo-Ethkiprin War and 
remained ihere after the Italian occupation of 
Ethiopia, and when the Emperor went to London. 
Ato Ephraim was with the Emperor for a time. 
Later he went to Francs and was there when die 
Germans look Paris, Managed to get awa^ and 
relumed to Ethiopia in September 1942, his first 
visit since 1928, Appointed io be Vis^Ministcr for 
Foreign Affair:, with the tide of Hi.jtta in November 
1942 

In October 1943 appoin ted Ethiopian Minister a I 
Washington* tind in Septemlvi 1945 was transferred 
to London, He was replaced by Ato Ababa Rata 
en 1948, and joined the Ethiopian delegation to the 
United Nations General Assembly held in Paris in 
the autumn of (hat year, and an the spring and 
autumn of 1949 i n New York. In July 1949 he was 
civen the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture, which 
he relinquished on becoming Ambassador ai Paris 
in 1^54, i n May I95(s he was appointed Ambassador 
at Bonn. 

In both his ministerial appointments he has shown 
himself to be obstinate, conceited and incompetent, 
but socially he is affable and a good convert tl ana list. 

28, A lo Gabre Moskul Ha hie Mariam 

Born in J901. he was educated in Eritrea untl at 
the Eeole CentraIc to T.S.F, m Paris.. Speaks 
English. French. Italian and Arabic. 

After finishing his education he served as a 
wireless instructor in Addis Ababa. He was in 
charge- oi the wiretap station at Debra Markus when 
the Italian war started.. He left with Rus Imru 
(No. 38? and joined the P. & T, Department of the 
Sudan Government. He was very active in 
organising (he refugees who came streaming out of 
Ethiopia and m 1937 he returned (o join the Patriot 
Movement in Goijum In 1934 he went to Cairo, 
where he was in touch wilh the French Intel lienee 
Service*. 

He raurn-^d to Ethioptu .is a wireless expert with 
Brigadier SandfordA mission. In E942 he was 
appointed Director-General of (he Ministry of Ports 
and Telegraphs but resigned two years bter to 
become president of Ethiopian-Eritrean Association, 

In I94K he was; Secretary lo the Ethiopian I ^lega¬ 
tion to the United Nations Organisation. In 1949 
he wis appointed Director-General of the Adminis¬ 
tration Section of rise Prime Minister’s Office and 
in 1955 became Vice-Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, 

Because of his French education he has a good 
grasp of the European mind and he seems efficient. 


29, A to Gulin* Muscat Keflygiy 

Born in 1915 and educated ut the Swi 
Mission School. and later at the Taffnri Mako 
School at Addis Ababa. During the Italian occ 
lion was employed at the Addis Ababa brunc 
ihc Banco ai Roma. Served in various Go' 
meat departments from 194! to 1947 whet 
became Director-General of the American de 
ment of ihc Ministry u-F Foreign Affairs.. W 
member of ihc Ethiopian Delegation, to the Ui 
Nations, front i ( >47 to 1949. From October E9i 
May 5954 he was Ethiopian Minister at New L 
and then Minister ai Stockholm, En August 
was recalled and appointed Vice-Minister ffl d 
of pon administration in the Ministry of IXfcn 
He was in charge of the Press and Inform: 
Department during the |9J5 Jubilee celeb m( 
:ind was posted to Belgrade us Minister in M 


30. Atu Ciafire Wuld InftlildiHork 

Barn in ]905 and educated in Ethiopia. B 
the Italian occupation lie was a clerk in ihc Mit 
of the Pen. After 1^42 held two unimportant 
and then in 1945 was appointed Director-Goner 
L.ind Revenue. In 1947 transferred to be Dire 
General of the Ministry' of the Pen. and in Miy 
promoted Vice-Minister in this Department 
hitherto obscure official, he is well acquainted 
the ins mid outs of his Ministry, in which he 
Served so long, and" whtuli is a very ittflucnun] 
being nesponsibk for transmitting the Etnpe 
instructions, often oral ones, to other Departn 

3L Dcjaaiiuich Garasu l>uki 

Bom about E892 of Gal La. parents. Be fort 
Italian occupation he held an obscure post ir 
Crown Princes household- From 1938 until 
arrival 1 4 British troops in ihc Jimma area in 
he led a series of attacks against (he Italiar 
south-western Ethiopia and w:u the acknowlc 
leader of a (arue band of patriot, F-3o was give 
present title in reward for hr* services and'in 
was made Governor-General of Gamu-‘ 
Province, and m 1952 was transferred to I Hub: 
He is believed to have Ix-en iiwru mental in 
covering the plot ns»:iinsi (he Fmptfror's life w 
came to light in July 1951, bul his revelations 
possibly dicta led lew by loyally to hi* sovereign 
k> h=s desire to eliminate a rival apposition p 
In 1952 he wits -ibseni from his province for ni 
a year and was involved in a number of law 
with Government departments which 
questioned His use of public funds. 
k A man of virtually no education hut of cons 
aible charm, he o a brilliant leader of men b 
P : >:'-T though energetic, administrator. His fu 

control ihe tmrij]y tribes in Gamu Gofa c.r 
grave concern to ihc Kenya authorities. He su 
well in IlLihabor. bui latest reports indicate tin 
has fallen victim to the provincial hahii.* 
administrative corruption. He speaks no Euro 
language, 

32- A to Uavhuu ZalEnkji 

Born I9!(i. Educated at the Tafari Mftko 
School, Addis Ababa, and Kub«£L|iiemly ai 
Mission Laique Fran^aisc at Beirut and final! 
Paris. He ret timed to Ethiopia in m$ but lef 
Jjbouti immediateN prior to the Italian tnva 
He returned to Ethiopia in August 1941 ; 
private soldier in the British forces wilh The 
Irregulars. Holds 1939-45 and Africa Stan. I 
wifrked for a rime as interpreter with the 
French forces. In 1942 he became Dire 
General of the Ministry of Commerce and Indi 
amt in 1943 was transferred to the Minted; 
Fauci!lion* again in the capacity of Director-Geii 


In 1944 he became Director-General of the Ministry 
of Foreign AtfairM. In 194b he was sent to Cairo as 
First Secretary oi the Ethiopian Legation, a position 
which he held for two years, and lor a considerable 
period was in charge oF (he Mission- From 1948 to 
L950 he was in charge of the Ethiopten Legation at 
Stockholm and in September 1950 was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister at Venezuela. In. 1952 iiecamc 
Minister jl Moscow, where he still is. though he 
will probably b: iransfcrred now that the Legation 
is to be raised (o the status of an Embassy. In laet- 
his appointment as Vice-Minister of Agriculture has 
recently been announced. 

33. Ato (jrtahua TASsania 

Born in 1910. Educated ai ihc Menefik School 
am! at the American University at Beirut. Served 
In the police for nearly one veaf before lire Italian 
inm-ion .liter which he escaped to Khartoum. He 
served under Brigadier Sand ford and re-entered 
Ethiopia in 1940 through Gojjam, In J941 be became 
Dirscior-Gencra] of the Ministry of the Fen and m 
1942 was transferred to the Ministry of the Interior 
where he was appointed Director-General of 
Administrative her.ice;-. Jn October 1943 he w?r 
appointed Fmst Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation 
in Washington. He ret Limed lo Ethiopia in January 
E949 and in JuK 1949 became the Vice-Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, in which capacity he has 
since* ihown his- hostility to the Aibcdcari<OntrriUed 
Intpcrial Highways auLhonty hy cncouraginE labour 
agitation in its camps. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he speaks 
fluent English. French. Italian and Arabic. He iv 
eapiLble. by Ethiopian stsiKlurtte firmest nnd an 
ndherem of the young progressive group headed by 
Lij Vilma Dcrcssa (ij.v.i uniil lately hts immediate 
superior. Fie was :u one time married lo a daughter 
of Dr, Marlin, the former Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who died, and has since married again. 
Since the transfer of Lij Vilma he has been acting 
Minister of Commerce acid Industry and has shown 
himself helpful if not particularly effective. He is 
progressive and could no doubi do more if not 
handicapped hy reactionaries. Ato Abebe Rettn 
tree No. 7) has now been pi Need over him as 
Minister, 

34. Drja/iimrh Haile Selassie Gugsa 

Iiorn in 1907, Son of Ras Gcigsn Araia and great- 
grandson of the Emperor Johannes. Married in 1931 
the Emperor’s second daughter. Princess Zciteha 
Worq, wlio died seven montha after her marriage. 
Made Governor of Macalte after his (alher’s death 
in 1932. Descried to the Italians in 1935. hoisted 
the Italian Slag over Macallc and provided the enemy 
with military swrell Rewarded by the Italians 
with ihc rank, ol Ras and Governorship of Tigris. 
Continued to collaborate with them during their 
occupation of Ethiopia. 

On the arrival of British troops in Tigran h\ 1941. 
he sought ihc safely of British protection and was 
entrusted with the administration of Eastern Tigrai, 
but failed to be of any assistance and was suspended 
from hrs functions, in May 1941 he senl a congratu¬ 
latory telegram to the Fmpercr on the occasion of 
his restoration and the liberation of Ethiopia. The 
Emperor then conveyed his desire lo the Britisn 
authorities that Dejazmaeh Haile Selassie should be 
seni to Addis Ababa to stand trial. Rut it was 
decided hy His Majesty's Government that, in view 
of his unwillmgnevs to reiurn to Addis Ababa and 
certain minor political considerations at ihc time, he 
should, not return but instead should be sent with n 
few* persona! retainers lo the Seychelles, there to 
remain incatminicado until the end of the war. 
Towards the end of 1945 the Emperor again pressed 
strongly for hk return to Ethiopia for trial, and 
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His Majesty's Government agreed after some dis# 
cutsion to hand him over in due course. 

He and his family were delivered to die Ethiopian 
Government in September 1946. After a tnai before 
ten L.iJuopian and two 1 uropeart judges, which was 
generally considered to have Gtr, and in which 
he was given every opportunity in del end hiicisdf, 
he was condensed (o death. Jie appealed m tlm 
Emperor for eScmenCj; and aldiouen, so tar as is 
known, the Emperor lui- n«l pronounced a decision, 
die sentence ha.s. >till noi been curried out and he 
is believed so rent.iin an custody at Gore. 

35. Ruv Haild Baluu 

Born about 1^*47. the grandson of King TnUa 
HaimanoLof Gojpm and nephew of Ras Huilu Takh 
Hiiimanot- He Isa hsrediwry chief of the Am'tera 
risent district cavr o>£ the Blue Nile. Until me 
lime or the Emperor's retuc'ii from exile Llj Haiiu 
gamed no pri'uviinciKe, living uuictly on his estetes. 
He never submitted to the and was for 

some lime living in 4 cave in the luabsc Valley. 
When uonteeted by the secret mission under 
Brigadier Sundfard he agreed to «5-i^pcrate .and 
attacked the Italians at Meta and Kero, driving back 
Ras Haiiti Takla Ifairsjunot to Debra Mark os. aud 
in March 1942 he was appointed Gov cmre -General 
of the Province of Go|jarti and raised to the rank of 
• 4 Rus.'" Retired in 1946 and lived uinetly in Addis 
Ababa, sometilflcs performing ihc duties of a Crown 
Councillor, Reappointed a>. Govcrnor-UencraJ vd 
Go;jam m January 1951. 

A feudal chief tain. ow‘in@ his position to the 
presume of his descent, 

36. AEtba Hanna 

Born in 1895. A priest of umet bearing and ascetic 
appearance who has long lieen ihe- trusted confidant 
of the Fmpercr and the Imperial Family. Wa\ in 
charge of the imprisoned Lij Yusu in Harar Province 
(until the latter died at the end of 1935). He reached 
Khartum with ihe Crown Prince in October l l) 4t>, 
accompanied the Emperor ihroueh Gojjam and is 
fU'w with him ui Addis Ababa. 

He exercises considerably more influence than 
is apparent, k in some respects iy the Emperor's 
commercial interests) the rmim-na’ grist' of ihe 
Palace and maintains an olict in its grounds. 
Speaks French. 

37. Atm Hiiddk AkmnyOu 

Born in L910. Educated at the Swedish Miwion 
School, Addis Ababa, and Tafari Matonneu School. 
Addis Ababa, Speaks English. Italian and some 
French. 

Was a i&eh-ix>l-teaclier at the Swedish Mission 
School, Addis Ababa, in 1932. Later he was se n 
to Debra Murbos and worked in the Treasury when 
Ras Imru was Governor of Goirim. In rhe ll-ikv 
Eihiopiait War h^.- followed Ra,s Imru's forces to 
the Northern Front In Dectpvirvr 1936 he was 
captured by the Italians and wjp ^.citl tt> Italy with 
Ras Imru, where he was imprisoned up lo 3943. 
In 1943 the British Army found him in Calabria, 
Italy; with other Ethiopian prisoner*, and he wa> 
then released and sent to Addis A ha ha. On hK 
return to Etliiopia he was employed at ihe Pies-; 
and Propaganda Office. In October 1944 he wav 
transferred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 
April 1945 appointed to"bc Ethiopian Consul in 
Jerusalem In May 1947 he was sent la America 
to be Secfctary of the Ethiopian Legation in Wash¬ 
ington, He returned to Ethiopia m SeptemK": 1950 
and was made Director-General of Press and 
Information ut the Ministry* of Foreign Affairs. In 
July (952 he was appointed Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. He deals with American affairs and 
the United States Embassy find him very obstinate 
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and obstructive He is now on this Embassy's black¬ 
list s*»eiaJly as u result of quite unforgivable 
behaviour in accepting invitations and failing lo turn 
up, without i:vcci the courtesy of subsequent excuse, 

J8, H.H. Has Jmru Haik Selassie, C\B+E. 

Born about 1 894. Son of DejaMach Haile Selassie 
and cousin of the Emperor. of whom he is a faithful 
supporter. As Deputy Governor of Harar Province, 
l:e proved a popular and clliacnt administrator and 
a sincere collaborator with the authorities in British 
Somaliland. In October 1929 he was appointed 
Deputy Governor of WoDp with foil powers to dcaJ 
wrbi the slave traffic passing through that province 
en nwt to the coast. In January 1931 the heir 
apparent, Prince A$fa Wosscn, was made overlord 
oi the Province of Wollo. hut Dejazmach Irnru was 
left as Governor under the young prince and nude 
the chief officer m the laiteris household. In Lhe 
summer of 1932 he made a tnp to Europe,, and on 
his return took over the Province of Gojjani. of which 
Ras Until* had been dispossessed, At the same tunc 
he was mode a Kan 

Commanded tire western flank of the Ethiopian 
acmes in Shire. Retreated with Dciazinach Ayelcu 
after the bjii.Ee of Scladaci in early March and 
reached Debra Murkos. capita] of his Province of 
Gojjum. j[ the end of April, Early in May moved 
towards Addis Aba bat to help in its defence, but 
turned west when he heard of the Italian occupation. 
Reached Gore in June and assisted in work of Pro¬ 
visional Government of the west there, Is said 
to have been made Minister of War by the exiled 
Emperor. At one time thought of' retiring to 
Uganda, but eventually decided io fight. Sur¬ 
rendered in KaiEa in December. Was brought to 
Addis Ababa early in JAnuaiy and wan sent to Italy. 

He returned to Ethiopia in October 1943 after 
being rescued by the Allies in their invasion of 
southern Italy, In May 1944 he was appointed 
Governor-General of Bcgcmdir. and in January LhdS 
was made Ethiopian Minister in Washington.. He 
became Ambassador in August 1949, and left in 
June 1953- In June 1954 was appointed Ambas¬ 
sador at New Delhi. 

Ras Imru is a quiet, courteous and kindly man, 
a model of domestic virtue arid perhaps the nearest 
approach to an honest Ethiopian that the country 
possesses. He has Iasi considerable prestige since his 
return and is reputed lo hold distinctly Left-wing 
views- Leads S quiet family life but became a 
go-between for discontented persons with the 
Emperor. Hi is led to his falling out of favour with 
the Emperor and to hts appointment to New Delhi. 
This is equivalent to political exile. 

39, 1 ij I mm ZtllAt 

Bom in 1922 and educated in Fiance and 
Switzerland- During the Italian occupation he was 
imprisoned with his mother fur two years. On his 
release he worked for some time ml the Italian 
Political Office. In. 1941 he was given a job in the 
Ministry of Finance and in 1943 became secretary 
to the Duke or liarat He .served in ihc Ministry of 
Public Health from 1943 to !'H5. when lie joined 
the Ministry of Foreign A Hairs and went to London 
as secretary to the Ethiopian Delegation to the 
United Nations. In l!946 he was secretary in the 
Ethiopian Delegation at. the Peace Conference in 
Paris. After a spell as Ethiopian Charge d'Aflaixet 
in Stockholm in 1947, he a earn served as secretary 
to the Ethiopian IX'Icgathin to the General Assembly 
194*. 1949 and 1950. On his return to Ethiopia 
at the end of the latter year he became Chief of 
Protocol, an appointment which be disliked and 
which he relinquished in June 1952 to become head 
of the European Department. During the winter 
1932 53 he w.is again Head of Protocol, fn 1953 


transferred to the Ethiopian Embassy at Pans us 
Charge d'Affaires with the rank of Counsellor and 
in 1954 was appointed first Ethiopian Minister at 
Bonn, Was recalled to Addis Ababa in February 
1956 to answer for overspending mission funds, and 
is at present t-n disptmibHit.' at the Ministry. 

He speaks excellent English and French and is 
probably the most cosmopolitan and socially gifted 
of all the younger Ethiopian officials, 

4fJ, ! ij ImlafkadiUM Muknnma, C'A.O. 

Bom in 1927. the mm of Bidwadcd Makonncn 
Indalkochew. the Prime Minister te/,v.)„ by a former 
marriage. Educated first he jl Seventh Day Adventist 
Mission school near Addis Ababa, In 1944 he wus 
sent to England where he bud a private tutor and 
later went to school. After a spell at University 
College. Exeter, he went to Oriel College, Oxford, 
where lie graduated iit 1951. Qu Ills- return lo 
Ethiopia he Joined the Ministry of Foreign Allaire, 
and in 1952 was made Chief of Protocol and head 
of the Middle East Department, 

Quite intelligent ami at first sight friendly, Speaks 
good English and French, Appears to have rather 
an uncontrollable temper, which has produced serious 
incidents with Heads of Missions, who tightly com¬ 
plain of his iinhelpfulncss and rudeness, but has 
of late improved. 

He accompanied the Emperor on all his travels 
during 1954. arid during the Slate visit to Eiigand 
was given the C.V.O. 

He has now been promoted to the new post of 
Assistant Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

41, brigadicr-Gc ncra] Knbbuda Gab re 

Horn 1911 educated at Talari Makonnen School 
and at Military School. Helena Speaks French 
and English, A refugee in the Sudan during the 
Italian occupation, he waj after the liberation sent 
to Harar as representative oi the Ministry of War 
from 1942 to 1944. when he became Soercinry- 
Gcnernl nt the Ministry. In 1949 was Governor of 
the large jiub-Provin.ee of Bale and in April 1951 
commanded the first Ethiopian contingent to serve in 
Korea. On return he became the Emperor's Vtec- 
Representativc at Assub. where he had some friction 
w4h she Bitwodcd \otiargei Masai in August 3 955 
was appointed Governor of the Opdcrt. 

Outwardly friendly, he suffers like so many 
Ethiopian* front a sense of inferiority which makes 
him obstinate at limes. Has shown himself m be a 
great improvement over General Nf£ga in his 
dealings wiili the British liaison organisalion in the 
grazing areas. He is also Commander of the 
3rd Division with headquarters at Harer. 

Married to a daughter of a former Mayor of 
Addis whose sons were all killed in the Grazi&ai 
massacres: he enjoys for this reason favour at the 
Pttkce. 

42. Ek'ja/much Knbbada [ajssnran 

Bom .‘bout I9i)3 and brought up in the pnluoc. 
he was at one time Court Chamberlain and later 
Ethiopian Consul in Jerusalem. After the lialo- 
Ethiopian War he followed the Emperor into exile, 
in July 1440 he travelled to Khartum from Palestine 
and joined the secret mission under Brigadier 
Sandford. acting as representative of the Emperor. 
He is said to have Hecn an indefatigable worker 
utd a very loyal servant nf the Emperor. He accom¬ 
panied the Emperor to Addis Ababa and was 
appointed Governor of the Province of Wallaga. In 
April 1942 he was made Governor of Addis Ababa, 
ui which post he showed himself reasonably efficient 
and keen on much-needed. reforms. In June 1946 
was appointed GovcniorGerreral of Chijjam Province 
and was made Dcjazmadi, From January 1951 he 
was President of the Chamber of Deputies until 
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being appointed Governor of Addis Ababa in 1954- 
In May 1955 was made Vicc-Governor-Gencra] of 
Shoa Province ft he Emperor is the GovertWC- 
Gejtcra.ll. bus he is at present on sick leave and 
hus been succeeded by Aamte Kassu (No. 11). 

His appointmeni to lhe new post of Minister of 
State has just been announced. 

43, Ato Kebede Ah Often 

Born in 1910 of West Country parents, he was 
educated at tlic .American Mission at Gore. He 
Speaks English. Kalian and Arabic. 

He was Judge ul Gore for some years and became 
Registrar of lhe High Court in 1952. In 1956 he 
was appointed Director-Genetal of Public Health 
and. is at present Acting Minister- 

lie is lively, intelligent and friendly He is well 
thoaghi of by several of Ins foreign advisers. 

44, il.ll. Has Nassa (Hnilirt Dflrgc* G.CA.O.. G.H.E, 

Born about. I Hi. Rus Kassa is lhe grcal-grandson 
of king Sable Selassie and Ute grandson of Rus 
Dargc, who was imprisoned b> King Theodore and 
released by Lord Napier nt Mugdalu. He was 
Governor of she Provinces of Suhilie. Boraua. Gomlar 
;rnd Bcgenvdir. and spent most of Iris time -t! 3m 
provincial capital, Fieihe, then two days’ journey 
from Addis Ababa. He held Lij ’i’.rsu in custody 
al Fidic until he escaped in May 1932. 

After the defeat and death of Ra? Gagsa Wolhe 
m March 1930 Has Kavsa w-js given the iaiter’s 
dominions, i'.e„ the Provinces of Gondar and 
liegemdir. 

fie represented Ethiopia at ihc ctwoniuion of 
King Geofgc V. when he was made G.C.V.Q.. and 
hi.s admiration for England and tbe English is 
genuine. 

On the occasion of King Fa Han’s 3928 coronation 
Ras Raisa received ibc title of Highnes.’,*” a title 
to which iic cun properly lay claim ut virtue nf bis 
Royal descent, 

Commander-in-chief of the Ethiopian armies ut 
the north under the Emperor, Retreated with Ra*. 
Severn after second batik of lembicn at the end 
of February and joined ilic Empj/o-r at Qoram on 
19th March Took part in Battle of M.u Quo 3hi 
March. AucompimiM the Emperor ti> Addis Ababa 
and thence lo England, lie remained with the 
Emperor throughout bis exile in England and laler 
joined him in Khartum from Palestine m January 
3941 and accompanied him across lhe border into 
Ethiopia, through Gojjam, as far as Fiche, ,tnd 
commitnded the Patriot forces at the iluoe-day 
Battle of Ajebur (June I^413 

Three of bis sons were- murdered by the tin bans. 
Hiy only surviving son, Dcjj/ntach Asratc (Madhin) 
K.wsa (No. IS), is I’Scputy Governor-General of 
Shoa. 

He has considerable charm of manner, i- dcvoiti 
and religious, and anxious to promote itie spiritual 
welfare of bis fellow-countrymen, Al the same time 
he has □ reputation for me;.irHie,s.s He is now living 

S iicily jit Addis Ababa and is the senior member of 
e Crown Council, 

45, Fiteumri Kide Rgdl 

Born in 1907 and educated at the Fafari 
M.ikonncn School at Addis Ababa. Speak* I’tcpcb 
arul some English. He began hK career as Direcror 
of Customs al Asha Turari under Dr. Martin. 
Shortly after lhe litibun invasion be escaped to 
Kenya where he taught in tlte refugee camp lit 
1941 he joined the F.mperor in Gojjam and on bis 
return lo Addis Ababa was apjvoinied Governor of 
the Chcrdier Province. Farly in 1942 he tuteame 
Director-General of the Ministry “f the Interior 
and at the end of she year wa> made Director of 
the Tigrai tinder Ras Seyum. After .vervirig in two 
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manor governorships he became Director of the 
Welle iVavLmre in 1946. He remained m this post 
until 1950, when he was appointed Vice-President 
of the Senate, Su 1951 he was made Vice-Minister 
of the Interior in charge Of administrative nutters, 
a post which he rdjoqushwi in May I9S5, 

He is an efficient administrator and honest by 
Ethiopian standards. He has a pleasant manner 
but is very hardworking and does, not mi* much 
socially. 

46, Colonel KMe Er^ciu 

Born in I9u4. Educated in Addis Ababa and at 
St. Cyr. Speaks, French - anti Italian. In 1933 
returned from France and was. made colonel in the 
Imperial Guard Fought on the northern front 
against lhe Italians, and. on ihc Italian occupation 
of the capital, obtained sanctuary in the Japa .esc 
Legation, where lie stayed for five years. At lhe 
end of 194! sent so Jinuna as head of the police and 
in July 1942 became Director-General of Public 
Security. From August 1943 held the appointment 
of General Secresary to the Ministry of War. but 
reverted to Director-General of Public Security in 
January 1944, In 1946 was appointed Ethiopian 
Commissioner on Franco-Ethiopian Boundary Com¬ 
mission He was ,j member of she Ethiopian dele¬ 
gation which in April 1947 discussed modification* 
of the Kenya-Ethiopian boundary with Kenya 
officials, and wa; lhe principal working member of 
the Ethiopian team in the negotiations of July ! L HS 
for the hand-over of tire Ociden, He look part in 
further discussions in 1954. and was veftl to Tlarar 
to supervise the Ethiopian side of lhe handover in 
January 1955, In July ! 0 49 he was appointed 
Vice-Minister of the Interior, and in May 19.55 was 
appointed Vicc-Govcrnor-General of Harar Province 
He was an adherent of Wo1.Il- Giorcis, but his new 
appointment cannot be regarded as a disgrace in view 
of its great importance. 

He is the one Ethiopian Minister who can speak 
with any authority on frontier and allied qucSDOfts. 
Both we and the French have usually found him a 
to ugh negotiator, bin he has proicd $t Friend in many 
milters to Her Mitjcsty's Embassy and once his 
confidence is gained much can be expected of him. 

47, Haliiiiitiara* Mahtcme Selassie Walda Mn-kal 

Bom in 1902 Educated at the Mcnefik Sclioo] 
and later in France. Appointed Governor of Ambo 
In 193-0 and mibvcqucnlly Private-Secretary to lire 
Crown Prince, vrbieb post he rcstitned in 194J after 
having been iiripris^Tied in Italy until 1940, when Ire 
was sent back In Addis Ababa. Irt 1946 he became 
DareactiM'■General of she Ministry of Agriculture, and 
in 1949 Vice-Minister of Agriculture, 

From 1953 in F*54 he was .ilvt acsing Governor 
of Addis Ababa and appeared to devote hi eniiic 
time to municipnl affatra. On relinquishing this 
appointment he was made Minister of Agriculture, a 
post which he seems to be filling very efficiently. 
Speaks French and Italian. 

444, Colonel Maknuneo Dcscfcs, CA T). 

Born in 191 L Educated at tire Tafluri Makonnen 
School and received police truining in Belgium. 
Speaks French. Italian and fair English. He fought 
against tire l lli«lK but remained in AJdis Ababa 
during the nceupaiion ami was employed at police 
hcadcjuarterK, In 194] he joined the Imperial 
Guard, and became second in command. In June 
1945 he w;! 1 ' made Deputy Commissioner of Police 
and showed considerable courage in leading his men 
against armed hands in the city. In December 194? 
he was appointed aide-de-camp lo the Emperor. A 
latge. friendly and cheerful man. who plays po!o nn 
a mount like a cart-horse. One of the Minister of 
lhe Pen's followers, he is able to assist Ato Taffara 
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Wc:rq in “ protecting" th? Emperor from " un¬ 
desirable intiucncfe,, Responsible for persona] 
suitiA of Emperor. .Never without a loaded revolver 
when with His imperial Majesty. He has been 
known to use it. He accompanied the Emperor on 
11k lauer’s travels in 1954. and during the State 
visit to England was given the C.V.O. 

49. Dcjaziuach Muk^mnvn ihsla 

itorn m 19ID, He was educated first at the 
Latari Makonnen School. AtEdts Ababa, [hen sent u> 
[Jk American University at Beirut. Finally sent 
b;. the Lntperor to study medicine at Harvard. 
AiU'i sonic four scars in .America he joined an 
anthropological mission from Harvard without his 
Gov ernm ents pcmussslun and came to Ethiopia. 
Tiie mission ended in fiuJurc and he never returned 
to America. After the Italian occupation he sought 
asylum with Rus Hailu, one of whose countrymen 
he is. bn: later escaped from Ethiopia, travelling 
throng" i Gojjam to the Sudan, He proceeded lo 
Cairo and was for some time a teacher of 
mathematics at the English Mission College. 
Kouhbch, He returned ihtough the Sudan to 
Ethiopia in J94L and upon arrival in Addis Ababa 
was made Minister of Education. 

He failed to make a success of his appointment, 
having no conception of the financial or oi her 
requirements of any educational scheme and paying 
no head Jo his British adviser. En May 1944 was 
appointed Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Tele- 
phone',, j politically less responsible post I ton. which 
he filled with indifferent efficiency and doubtful 
integrity until June 3 L? 4<>. when he was relegated lo 
the post or President of the Clumber of Deputies. 
In July 1949 was appointed Governor-General of 
WuEEcga Province with the rank of Dejazmnch. 

in 1951 It,- was again made Minister of Posts. 
Telegraphs and Telephones and in this, capacity 
was tlie leading Ethiopian representative in the 
negotiation of the Telecommunicate ns, Charter with 
representatives of the International Bank, which 
had earlier granted a loan of U.5,5 2 million to 
rehabilitate the country's [dMommumeatjirins, Tn 
the..’ ne.LMihiii.ns he showed himself immoderately 
tenacious end stubborn In 1953 was dismissed for 
peculation and after two years of unemployment was 
in May 1955 appointed “administrator of the 
Ethiopian Church." a sinecure which he has no 
doubt obtained because the Emperor records with 
gratitude his undoubted courage in horde—a quality 
one would not now suspect in him. In April 1956- 
he was appointed Minister of Social Welfare—„i new 
post- 

Weli read and sociably aiTahle. hut a weak 
character. conceited and Lry. jil;lK>u,eh anxious. to 
stem a success. Drinks to excess and on such 
occsrinn.s b intolerable. 

50. Aio Mukiinncn Habit Wold 

Bora I '100. Brother of Akfflou and Aknli Worq 
(t/.vJn After being a scermry in the custom¬ 
house at Addis Ababa, he w&s, made first Secretary 
of the Ministry of the Interior. Later he was for 
over three years Director of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, In June I93fl he was appointed 
Director of the Ministry of l 7 inance. Transferred as 
Director to the Ministry of Commerce in September 
1931, and made at the same time a Director of the 
Slate Bank. He was hard[-working. although then, 
as now. h]* Ministry was both corrupt and inefficient. 

Accompanied the Emperor to Jibuti after the 
Italian occupation, where he remained for some 
time, later going to France and Staying niL the 
Ethiopian Consulate there. When tlie Germans 
occupied Pari-.. Matconncn escaped and travelling 
in Portugal reached Ethiopia in March 1942. Soon 


alter his arrival he was Appointed Minister of 
Agriculture, and in July 1943 he was made Minister 
oi Agriculture, Commerce and Industry. Early in 
ly+3, when the Department of Press ancHnfomiation 
ceased to he a section of the Ministry of the Pun 
asid was raised to the status of a Ministry, Mukannen 
Maine Wo id was made Minister, at the same lime 
retaining the portfolios of Agriculture and of 
Commerce acid Industry, He was. in addition, 
responsible for Islamic a Hairs and in charge ol the 
department dealing with religious affairs. He is a 
pruicgL of the Emperor and has spent most of his 
Irk in the Palace, His grotesque facia! appearance 
is in keeping with the popular belief that he is a 
sorcerer versed in ihe Black An. Shrewd but 
ignorant and inioJernni of advice. His manured bv 
innumerable large- and small-scale "rackets '' 1 (o 
mu" [he pock els of his Imperial patrons while re- 
serving a generous com mission and assuring a secure 
position for himself fn July 3949 he resigned from 
ihr Ministries of Commerce and Industry and of 
Agriculture on his appointment as Minister of 
Finance, 

Personally Fiuian and universally unpopular, he 
none the less exerts a profound influence on 
Ethiopian policies, in spite of ihe difficulty which 
be finds m comprehending present-day problems in 
ihe fields of financial and economic development, 

Hu interferes not only with the expenditure, but 
also wiri tlu- day-to-day conduct of other depart¬ 
ments. l-fis foreign advisers are growing increasingly 
despondent over the lack of initiative and latitude 
allowed them by the Minister: and the necessity of 
an improvement in this respect grows daily more 
urgent. His health is very unreliable and appears lo 
be deteriorating. 

51. Bitwaded Mako.imjn Itidiilkaebaw, O-B.E. 

Born 3S92. A tall, handsome man, he is related 
(0 the late Ras Tasanuna. guardian and tutor of 
Li; Yasu, and is married to ihc Princes> Yarttfljfoe- 
wotq. niece of the Emperor. He has been 
successively Minister of Commerce, the firs,! 
Ethiopian Minister to the Court of Si Janie; 
Governor of Addis Ababa. Minister of the Interior’ 
and in 1914 Governor of Gore. Speaks reasonable 
French. 

In 1924 he was a member of Ra* Taltri f J suite on 
ihe sailer \ visit Co London, and Was at Hut time 
awarded the O.B.E. 

During ihc lufo-Bfhiopran War he commanded 
tiie Gore armies on the Deaden Front under 
Dejatfifladi N'astbu and then accompanied the 
Emperor into exile. He lived with his wife at 
Jericho urtLil September 1940, when he returned 
:o the Sudan anJ travelled with the Emperor 
through Go j jam to Addis Ababa, fn May 1941 he 
was appointed Minister of the Interior. 

[■i January 3943 becamt President of the Council 
of Ministers and was given the title of Bit waded, 
fn A usi o 1943 was appointed Prime Minister. Was 
ch:e! r Ethiopian ddepaie for negotiating the Auglo- 
Ethiopinn agree men I of T944 r but was confined to 
phivitiit a Grech ceremonial part, and in April 1945 
beaded the Ethiopian delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference, 

Since bis marriage fie has been closely connected 
wuh i fie Pfl face He is not an administrator or 
States™ an, and opinion h divided as to his intelli¬ 
gence- bsu lie hav pleasant manners, is courteous and 
friendly. 

His wife, whq speaks French, is one of the more 
BjjreeaWc members of the Imperial family, Their 
Son is 1 ii TndaSk u:hr>w M. Aon den (q.v.). 

52. Dejn/nturfa Mangiuhn Scyam 

Horn in 1927. the only surviving son of Ra=§ Scyum 
C? v 1 He accompanied his father to Ttalv In [037 


and returned with him in 1939 to Addis Ababa 
where he was educated in the Italian school for fisc 
sons oi chiefs. In 1943 lie was Governor of MakoJJc 
and. after the i'igrai revolt, was ordered to go to 
Addis Ababa where he was kept under house arrest. 
In February 1945 he was released and in December 
was sent lb Beirut to continue his education He 
returned to Ethiopia in August 394S, and. in January 
1949 married FTincess Aida, erainl-daughter of the 
Emperor, who n attractive and agreeable and speaks 
good English. In July 1949 he was appointed 
Governor of Ainbo and in E952 GovernooGcncrul 
of ArussL :s post which he held until May 1955. 
when he was appointed to Sidamo-Borana. 

A plcusanL yonrtg nun. who is now showing signs 
of becoming an energetic and efikient administrator. 
Speaks good English and Ualian. 


53. Llc'ia/rtsatii Mungasha NV u tn it 

Bsirn about E394, J lie son of ihe laic Deja^niach 
Wubie, one of Menelik'x Generals. Educated locally. 
He was the first Ethiopian Minister 10 Rome, being 
appointed there in I93Q. Returned to Ethiopia in 
1933 and was appointed Governor of Southern 
Wallagu. holding that post until the Italian invasion. 
Imprisoned by tne Italians inn 1937, and subsequently 
taken lo Italy where he remained until June 1944. 
lit July of that year he returned to Addis AbaEu. and 
a year later was appointed lo a po^t in the Prime 
Minister's Office. In May 194b he became President 
of the Senate, 

An a liable, attractive personality. Rather a 
dandy and apt to run into debt. Hs speaks some 
French and Italian, 


54, Deiazmach Mas fin Situs hi. K.C.V.O. 

Born about 1902 and brought up with his hrother. 
Dejaimadt B.-zitabtlt Silasht, in the Dam (aw house¬ 
hold. He is said 10 be a hall-brother of the late Kas, 
D<s(4i Damuw and of the late Pejamudi Ababa 
Damiaw. He w-a.s a Ueutenani-eoioi'icl in die 
Imperial Bodyguard before the tMln-Ethiopian War 
and never submitted to file Italiuns. He continued 
rtsisiance ;o them at first sn Sliao and Silalc, later 
joining Dej;.irmach MartglSha in the Grijlam. 
He accompanied the Emperor through GojAm and 
was then sent to fight the Italians rerriaining in ihc 
western prosirices- Sftcr ihc capture of Gore he was 
sent ihcr- 3 * Emperor's representative and Inter 
confirmed as Governor of that province. For one 
month in 1^43 he acted as "Guardian " oi Addis 
Ababa after the arrest of Blatta Takkala, the 
Governor. In July 1942 he was appointed Gnvernor- 
General of the Province of Tllubabor and in May 
1946 w*s made Governor-Genera! of the important 
Province of Jimmst- 

Hc is active, shrewd, prompt at decisions anti hot- 
tempered, Flo is reputed 10 be unpopular with the 
army nud the police in Iks province, and with his 
own suff, He iv howuver. benevdenfiy disposed lo 
Europeans eng.igcxE in commercial developments, 
whom he insists f.^r hi^ own ends. Perhaps the most 
corrupt of nil provincial Governors-General, he is 
loyal to file Emperor whose personal financial 
operations lie has helped and who sn return lias 
persistently protected him from the consequences of 
his venality and maludministration. Complaints 
became so vnol in. 1^51 that he was summoned 10 
th; caott.nl m defend himself and this proved n 
protracted process. He succeeded in dcariog him- 
self. ,-rvd in May 1955 was made Minisier of Ihc 
Interior. 

He accompanied ihe Emperor on the State visit 
in 1954. with the title of ''Palace Chamberlain.'' 
Received the K.C.V.O, 


55. A to Melca Andom 

Bom in 1416, he was educated at Combani 
College, Khartoum, and AxsJtHU College, Cairo, l ie 
speaks English, Arabic. Italian and French, 

from 19j4i 40 lie was j clerk in the Sudan 
Mercantile Company, Khartoum, The next lew 
years he worked in Eritrea, coming to A do is Ababa 
in 1944 to be Chid Registrar of the High Court. 
In I94S he was appointed Director of Prc'w and 
InforrnaEion in the -Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
After service in the Ethiopian Embassies in !>elhi 
,md Rome he went in 1952 a* Liaison Officer in 
Khurtoum. In May i95tj he was m.ide the tirst 
Ethiopian Ambassador in lire Sudan. 

Because of his long corukvimn with Lhe Sudan 
Iw appears 10 be u sUCCCssfdl representative there, 

56. Ata Menai.vj l.cmnia 

Born I9lt> and educated in Cairo. Speaks good 
English. French and Arabic. lie re turned to 
Ethiopia in 1935 to li^ht the lialsnns. but went 
back to Cairo during the occupation. In 1940 he 
was assistant to Blattcngeta Lorenzo Taezaz in the 
Emperor’s Secretarial at Khartum. After the 
libcr.mon he ^.is secretary to the Duke of Harar. 
He left for Cairo in Sbptonber 1942 for family 
reasons, and cm his return in November was made 
Director-General in the Ministry of Finance. A 
member of the Ethiopian delegation to fisc San 
Francisco Conference in 1945. He frequently 
assumed charge of Che Ministry during the absences 
of Lij Yilma Dcrcssa and in July 1949 was appointed 
Vice-Minister of Finance, During 1951 and 1952 
he pEayed an active part in tlic discussions preceding 
federation with'Eritrea An able, and hand-working 
official, whose efficiency is seriously impaired by the 
excessive amount of work he has to do and by 
divergence of views with his Minister Makonncn 
Habtc wold fcjt.v.),. with whom he is on uneasy terms. 
Appears lo lack any marked ambition, but be may 
merely be saving himself for the day when the 
restraining infiu.uice of the Minister is removed. 

57. Major Vviidu l.i mrfia 

He has been a very successful General Manager 
mi the Shoa Electric Licit and Power Com puny. 
Although a Wolde Giorgis protegd. he recently won 
a battle with M.tkonnert Habtc Wold tNo. 12) over 
who should control the Coca Dam when it is even¬ 
tually buiti. He has just been appointed to the post 
of Chief Lif the Prime Minister's and Council of 
Ministers’ Offices, The appointment might well be 
important, as it seems that an \merkan office 
efficiency expert working wfili Puini BV k going to 
advise him in his task, of organising and streamlining 
the secretariats! of the offices qf the Prime Minister 
and Council of Ministers. 

58. A to Mciibcre YayeUnd 

Born in 1909 and educated at ihc Fafari 
Makormcn School at Addis Ababa. Spcaki good 
French, Ele fought against (he Italians on the 
northern front in 1935 and I93fi, and followed the 
Emperor to Palestine where he spent tlw liallan 
occupation. He rejoined the Emperor in Go j jam 
in 1941 and look part in the liberation of Ciondar. 
In 1942 he w.iv made Director of Arowi Province. 
In i , 1 -I4 he ixicamc Director-General of the Ministiy 
of Justice, fn 1945 he was appointed Ethiopian 
Consul ol .Fsbuici, where he remained liil 1947 uhen 
he became Vice-President of the High Court, tie 
resigned in 1949 and in 1950 he was sent to Mexico 
as che first Ethiopian Minister. He returned to 
Ethiopia a year later and in January 1952 was 
appointed Vice-Minister for f oreign Affairs In 
August 3953 was appointed Ambassador in Cairo, 
Was recalled from Cairo in March 1956 and was 
appointed Ambassador to Rome in May I95&. 





A good-ibiinioiinod, perils individual* he is socially 
affable and seems fairly intelligent. As, however, 
he never did any wodt tie was. a mere encumbrance 
at the Ministry His wife is, a grand-daughter "1 
the Empress by her first marriage. 

59. Lit MiEit-lifc Yasu 

Born about 1^15, the son of the former Emperor. 
Li] Yasu, by a sister of the Sultan of Au$$a, in the 
Danakit country. Menehk is the on tv son of Lij 
Yasu; recognised by the Ethiopian Government, He 
was kept for many years by the French at Tajura 
and Obock in French Somaliland and is entirely 
uneducated He relumed lo Ethiopia via Assab 
in October 1941 and was sent down lo Addis Ababa 
from Desire by die Crown Prince. The Emperor 
takes great interest in him and be is often to be 
seen it the Palace, where be lives quietly under 
Supervision. Colourless and without ambition. 

60. Li| Mikid imrti 

Born 1927, Son of Ras Imru (g„r,). Educated 
in Palestine and later, .liter a spell at the Haile 
Selassie Secondary School at Addis Ababa, ai 
Malvern College and Esc ter College, Oxford, in 
1950 he was appointed to the Ethiopian Emba&sy 
in LLinden. He returned to Ethiopia in 1952 and 
was attached to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. In 1953 was made Director-General of 
Civil Aviation, anil m 1955 Director-General of the 
Ministry of Defence. In April 1956 he was 
appointed Director-General of the Department of 
Marine and his promotion to the new post of 
Assistant Minister in this Department has just been 
published. He is looked on as one of the more 
promising younger Ethiopians. He shows a genuine 
keenness to learn and is quick to absorb new ideas, 
Spcakt English and French. 

6L Vfajur-GenLTii! Mered Mangasha 

Born in 193 2 and educated at the Tafliri 
Makonncn School In Addis Ababa. Speaks English 
and French. Before the Italian occupation he was 
trained as a wireless operator, He fought against 
the Italians and retired with Blotto, Takck Wolde 
Haw.iri.at and DejaimSch Mevfln 5iiashae into the 
Sudan in 1938. He joined Brigadier SmdfordY 
Mission 101 as a wireless operator, lo May [941 
he was appointed Governor of Dire Dawa, In April 
1942 he was made aide-de-camp to the Emperor 
and was eventually released from this arduous task 
in December t947 In Match 194$ he was given 
command of the 2nd Division, in Dcssie, and. pro¬ 
moted to brigadier-genera I (having previously held 
the rank of major). He was relieved of his post 
owing lo ill-health and became unemployed. 
Reserved, but pleasant. Keeps aloof from poll tics: 
is a Friend of the Duke of Hnrar* Reappointed 
G OC. 2nd Division 1952 at Dessie, but since federa¬ 
tion spent most of his time at Asmara, where he 
was nominally military adviser to the Emperor s 
Representative, but in fact ran the Ethiopian 
counter-espionage system in Eritrea. In May 1955 
succeeded Colonel Rifle Frgeiu as. Vicc-Min ester of 
the Interior responsible for police and security. In 
March 1956 he was appointed Deputy Governor* 
General of the province of Beghartdir and Scnticn, 
(There is. no Governor-General.) 

62 . Blatta Mtrsit- Ha/en WaMa Kirfcos 

Born in 1!J97. Before the Italian occupation he 
was headmaster of the Jigjigga school* and in 1933 
was appointed secretary on (he Ethiopian Section of 
the British Somaliland-Ethiopia Boundary Commis¬ 
sion. He was wanted by the Italians and remained 
tn hiding during (he Italian occupation. For many 
years has been a member of ihc Ethiopian Church 
Council* lie took part in ihc discussions in Cairo or 
the relations between the Ethiopian Church and! the 


Patriarchate of Alexandria. In February 1944 after 
acting as Director of Press and Propaganda, he was 
appointed Director-General of tire Historical and 
Government Chronicles Publication Department in 
(he Ministry of die Pen, He served on the French 
Som al(land - Et hiopia Bo un J t ry ComiuUs ion a nd 
i'-ok part in iho discussion 1 , ai Addts. Ababa in 1947 
between representatives of Ethiopia and the Sudan 
on frontier questions, In July 1949 he became Vice- 
Minister of Justice. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he has no 
very great influence in affairs but is prepared to use 
such influence as lie has to promote good relations 
with Britain. He speaks some English, One son, 
educated at Edinburgh University, became m his 
return in 1953 Director of the Department of Mines 
of lhe Ministry of Finance. His other son i.x at 
present being educated in Canada. 

63. Major-General Mulugeta Bulli 

Born in 1917, A ShoanGalla of humble parentage. 
Educated at tlie i'tffari Makonncn School in AJdi- 
Ababa. When the Italians invaded the country he 
was at the Hold la Military Academy under the 
Swedish Major Tamm (see Personalities Report for 
1946. No. 51), and went lo the front with the other 
HoJcQa cadets. He was a refugee in Jibuti and 
Kenya and was sent to the Sudan in January 1941 
lo join the Emperor there, In May 1941 he was 
made Officer Comma tiding the Imperial Guard with 
the rank of colonel. In May 1946 he commanded 
the coniiiicent which took part in the Vicioit Maidh 
in London, and subsequently visited Sweden- Pro¬ 
moted to rank of brigadier-general in July 3 949, 
Speaks French and a little English. In 1946 was a 
suitor for the Hand of Amarevh Nasibu, who was. 
however, married m April 1946 Lo Brigadicr-Generat 
Abiyye Abcbj. This increased the rift already 
existing between the two men as commanders of 
the Imperial Guard and the Imperial Army respec¬ 
tively. He married another lady early "in 1950, 
whose brother married in 1955 the' daughter 
of the Crown Prince. Princess Igjigayehu. His 
house is 3i meeting-place for a number of the 
younger Ethiopians. Of an independent nature, he 
has no love for the ruling clique. Although pleasant 
enough in conversation, he had the reputation of 
being .xenophobic and, in particular, anti-British. 
He i s in a Me administrator. As a result of the 
soccer of the battalion in Korea and the discovery, 
in winch the Imperial Guard shared, of the plot 
against the Emperor in 195!. his influence ban 
increased and he has also become less xenophobic. 
In 1953 he spent some months in the United States. 
In Mat 1955 he was made Chief of Stall m the new 
Ministry of National Defence, and promoted 
major-general. 

64. Brigadier-General Neggp Haile Selassie 

Born in 1912 of humble parentage. Educated at 
the Tifari Makonnen school and «tf Holatta military 
b tilling college. Was a reCdgee in the Sudan 
throughout the I tali, in occupation. In October 194] 
he was appointed Secretary-Genera] of the Ministry 
of War. and two years later was promoied tn be 
Director of Security with the rank of colonel. 
Resigned this post in 1944 | n March 1946 was 
appointed Ethiopian Liaison Officer to the British 
Military Administration in Eritrea to look after 
Ethiopian interests there Wat transferred as. Gov¬ 
ernor oF Bile, with rank of brigadier-general in 
January 1953. In June 1952 he was "appointed 
Governor of the Ogaden, In 1955 he became a 
Vice-Minister of ihc Interior. 

Speaks French, English and Arabic, Having a very 
limited outlook he got on badly with the British 
Administration in Eritrea, where lie undoubtedly 
encouraged subversive elements with the misguided 
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intention of furthering Ethiopian interests. He 
proved extremely difficult and non-co-opcra live 
following the transfer of the Reserved Area .md the 
Hand to Ethiopian administration in February 1955, 

65, Ato hereqne lie than Gab re Egxlflbber 

Bom in 1*12 and educated at the “Alliance 
Franchise School in Addis Ababa. The Greek 
Archbishop of A turn then sent him lo Greece and 
paid for bis education there. He is a tluent linguist 
and speaks excellent Greek, French, Italian and 
English, He relumed from Greece in September 
394] and joined up with the Emperor ifl Khartum, 
After holding one or two minor portions he was, in 
July I '45, made Director-GcneraJ of Press and 
Propaganda and in May 1947 was appointed consul- 
general at Jerusalem. In January 1949 he was 
transferred to Beirut, and in February was also 
appointed consul-general at Damascus, in June 
1950 he wan appointed Minister to frail, and in 
August 1955 was appointed Ambassador at Athens, 

Impulsive and unbalanced and prone to embroil 
Itimsdf in local politics. 

•66, I HI* lias Seyum Vlmiguslin, R.ll.tJ, 

Is the natural grandson of ihe Emperor John IV 
and son 02 Ras Mangas ha of Tfarui. Owing to his 
having taken sides with Llj Yasu in 1916 he was for 
some lime kept at Addis Ababa as a prisoner cm 
parole, He married Lij Yasu’s sister and is father¬ 
in'law of lilt- lace Dejuznmch Gabra Silicic. Early 
in |926 he was compelled by the Government to 
mum, the wifa of R:is Kabhatla Mangasha. alter that 
lady bad been forcibly taken awaji frm-m her husband, 
who had fallen out of favour. Ras Scyum 
accompanied Has Tafari to England in 1924, when 
he was made a K 13,E,* and at the beginning of 1928 
he was allowed lo return lo the north* where he was 
given hack most of Ins country (Tigrai) plus a pare of 
that of the Sale Dvjnzmach Gabra Siftisic, who had 
in (he meantime been disgraced. He was kept in 
Addis Ababa from the coronation of Hie Emperor in 
1930 until ihc autumn of 1932, when he was allowed 
to return lo hiv province. 

Commanded under Ras Kn*& in the Tcmhien and 
was defeated with Him in the second battle of 
Tcmbien 27th-28th February. 3936. Rcireaicd and 
joined The Emperor at Quorum. Took part in battle 
of Mai Thau, 31st March, After the battle he 
remained in hts lands near Suture, in Salm. 
Surrendered la the Italians there in July I9jfi. 
h iving came to the end of his resources. 

Re was taken to Italy and paraded round the 
country for propaganda purposes. In 1959 he 
returned so Ethiopia and was used as a puppet 
Governor and then when war broke out between 
Britain and Italy he was promised the title of 
“ Prince of Slioa and King of Tigrai M and sent up 
to Adwa to make patriotic speeches for the Italians, 
3ti 1941 hr submitted tn the British General Officer 
Commanding in Eritrea :rnd made hts peace with 
(he Emperor, Ras Seyum. with tm " Patriots." 
co-operated with General Platt's forces in (he 
caplurr nf Amh.i Afagi in May t'fal. and in Novem¬ 
ber (T that year was appointed Governor-General 
of Tfarni under ihe new Admifli«rttioo, From 
r942 to 1947 Fit ws’S kept in Addis \huba, bin in 
June 1947 was reappointed Governor-GcTieral of 
Tiera* and returned to his province early the 
following rear Sines then he has been seen little- 
In the capital. 

On account of his lineage his relations with the 
Emperor have often been strained, particularly 
duriiv:. the Tigrai Revolt n[ 1943 , The EimpcFor for 
his part has tried to cement relations between the 
Shnan and Tijirean branches of the Imperial line 
hv two dynastic mintages The first w.r. in 1932 
when the Crown Prince was married to Woinro 


Walata Israel, but this marriage was later dissolved. 
The second was in 3949 when his grand-daughter 
Princess Aida, daughter of the late Ras Desla and of 
Princess Tenagne Worq. was married to Mangasha. 
Rhs Seyuni's only surviving son (.«/,v.>. 

67. l itaururi Tadvsse Nagosh 

Born 1912 and educated at Addis Ababa* After 
being a minor official in Hurar Province was 
successively Director-General of the Provinces of 
Jimmu. Wollegy and Tigrai In June 1947 appointed 
Director-General of Land Revenue und in 1948 
transferred, to be Director-Genera] of Public Works. 
From June 1952 to May 1955 was Governor of the 
large and remote Sub-ProvrnCC of Buie iHurar), 
where he aroused ihc opposition of the inhabitants 
by hfa moderately progressive administration. An 
opponent of Walde Giorgio, m May 1955 was made 
Vice-Minister of the Interior in charge of the Lund 
Survey and Mundpa lilies Department. Speaks 
French. 

In April 1956 he was transferred (b the Ministry 
of Justice u Vice-Minuter. 

6S. Tsdhali 'liijtn/ "J ul’tira VVurq Kiriant’ VVutd* 

K.C.V.G* 

Boro 1904 und educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in Vddis Ababa, he was Tor some fifteen 
yeara interpreter to the British Legation, On the 
departure of the Briiissi Minister, Sir Sidney 
Barton, at the time of the Italian occupation* 
Tafara Worq was arrested and condemned to death. 
At the last moment, however, lie was reprised and 
sent to Italy, Later, after a personal appeal by 
Mr, AntJicm bden to Mussolini, lie was released and 
sent to Engljtid, In October 1940 be travelled to 
Khartum to join the Emperor, accompanied him in 
his journey through Gojjam, and upon His Majesty's 
arrival in Addis Ababa was appointed private secre¬ 
tary. W r eni twice to London in 1946 with Ato 
Aklilou as Ltie Emperor's emissary in connexion with 
Ethiopian claims it the forthcoming Italian Peace 
Conference, On the fall of W&fdu Giorgis in May- 
1955 he wu-, .ippLijnied Minister the Pen. 

Shifty in appearance and not a very attractive 
character. He is inclined to be acyrexsivc in address. 
However, a firm refusal to accept such an approach 
works wonders, Soniesvh.il pompous in manner, he 
attached great value to the title of M Excellency" 
which he personally acquired tn his post. There is 
little doubt that he is entirely devoted to the Emperor 
and it is not certain how much he really influences 
him. He has been described as the perfect private 
secretary who merely mirrors the wishes of his 
employer. It has been -suggevtcd that he shields his 
Imperial Master from “undesirable” influences 
whether these come from progressive dements 
amongst his own people or from foreign diplomatic 
representatives. The Emperor has. 'however, so 
many informants that this docs not seem very 
probable, 

A hard worker and about the only competent 
interpreter in English and Amharie. 

Not always an easy person with whom lo deal, 
but provided a certain nmount of flattery is used 
and he is convinced that one is speaking honestly, 
he can usually be relied on to help in the Ions run. 

Accompanied the Emperor on the State visit to 
England in 1954, when he received the K.( V.O. 

69. Kitourari Tafrssn Halite Mikael 

Boro in 1900, educated locally. Was Governor of 
Jfaiiea 1926-29 and Minister of Public Works 
|V,if>'35. and iftcr the Italian invasion became 
a refugee in Palestine and later France, Returned 
to Ethiopia in Fehnutn 1*445 and w-as annotated 
Minister of Communications and Public Work< In 
July (946 he was appointed Minister of Justice* 








where he constantly obstructed the efforts of the 
British President of the High Court. 

In 1946 wus chief member of the Government 
delegation sent to Cairo to discuss the future 
relation dup l.u the Ethiopian Church with the Coptic 
Patriarchate, and appears to have been charged with 
oilier political discussions with The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment also. In August 1947 he was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister in Cairo and proceeded to his 
post in February 1948. In May )94 L > he was also 
accredited as minister to Saudi Arabia, and in 19-'’ 11 
waa raised to the rank of ambassador in Cairo, In 
July 1951 he was suspected of complicity in the 
plot to assassinate the Emperor. Isis son-in-law, 
Bitwaded N'anash, being the chief conspirator. He 
was recti lied shortly afterwards but appears to have 
weathered the storm, as he was Liter in she year 
appointed ambassador in Paris and assumed this post 
early in 5^52. In the summer of 1953 he wad 
recalled to fill the office of Minister of P,TX in the 
place or Makortnen Desta (i/.v.), 

70, Deja/.maeh Takrtit Woldc 11 aw a rial 

Bom in l 1 *®) and educated in Ethiopia, speaks 
on tv Araharic, Al the Italian invasion in 1915 was 
Mayor of Addis Ababa, took to the bush and was 
ore" of (Ik- chief patriot leaders, before taking refuge 
in the Sudan and later in Kenya, Returned la 
Ethiopia with Patriot femes in I'M!. In 1942 was 
reappointed Kami ha I Mayer) of Addis Ababa hut 
later that year was Imprisoned on information laid 
against him by Walda Ginrgis. then Minister or the 
Pen, of whom he was a staunch opponent. He was 
released in 194? and appointed Vice-President of 
the Supreme Court, and in 1946 transferred Io 
Swans as Governor. The 1947 plotters proposed 
to make him Prime Minister and lie was banished 
io live under house arrest in very poor circumstances 
ai Debra Sina until being released m 1954, but during 
the Emperor's absence in Europe he was made 
Adviser to the Minister of Interior. After the Tall 
of Wald a Giorgfe in May 1955 was appointed Vice- 
Minister of the Interior in charge of provincial 
administration. 

Mot a wealthy mar. he is critical of those of his 
colleagues who line their own pockets. Before his 
eclipse from the poll I Seal scene he was pro-British, 
but he Is not yet in a position of much influence. 

71, CnhinG Tamiral Yigi-ju 

Born in 1913, Educated .d the Taffari Makonren 
School and the Holleta Military Training School, as 
well as in Palestine where he spent I Etc Italian occu¬ 
pation. Or his return to Ethiopia through Gojiam 
in 1941, he ‘.t-rved a* a Otplain in the police and irt 
1943 was promoted io Major and appointed a Stuff 
Officer in the police. In 1944 he married a daughter 
of Rus ImrtJ fo,v.) and in June 1945 was promoted 
to Lieutenant-Colonel and made Vice-Governor of 
Addis Ababa, In June 1946 he became Director- 
General of the Ministry of Justice, and in July 1949 
Vice-Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones, 
He relinquished I he latter post in March 1951 on 
hi* appointment as Vice-Mini'■ter of Justice, fn 1955 
was made Deputy Govfnx>r-GeneruJ of Kuhn, 
Then: U no Governor-General. 

His amiable but weak ami idle disposition has 
earned him the nick name of 44 Tame Rut" among 
lh c En - - ish-span king fore i y n ummmiu ty Spettlc v 
good English and French. 

72, Dtjarinfceh Tayye Ciulnate 

Bom l>ioui IH9i Df Royal birth: great grand¬ 
son of King SahJc Sitlas&ic of Shoo in the male line 
He ha*, like Ras Karaa. a heller title to the throne 
than the present Emperor. 

Remained quietly in his Provinces of Gurafiinta 
and Gimirra during the Italian war, though he 


was m receipt of Italian overtures both during it 
and aftcrumitfs. Maintained some correspondence 
wjtji the Provisional Government of Western 
Ethiopia, during the summer of 1936. In September 
he moved e;tst with a small force and surrendered 
in Kafifa a few days before Ras Imm irt the course 
of the Italian operations against the latter and his 
associates. Brought up to Addis Ababa in January' 
1937. with R:is Imm, he was s^nt with him to con¬ 
finement in lialv, lr» 1941.1 he whs allowed to return 
to Ethiopia. 

He is a friendly man of distinguished appearance 
who Joes not aspire to any political amhiiions and 
who continues to live quietly in Addis Ababa, He 
ha* one ■son. who Is unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 

73* Dcdja/mach Tedll Bairn 

Rom E9I4, Protestant Educated at the Swedish 
Mission School and subsequently for seven years 
in Florence, Speaks Italian fluently, good English 
and several nalive languages, "Under nations 
he was. headmaster of an Eritrean school and later 
worked for the British Administration from the com- 
mcitccniciH of the occupation unt : l September 1946,. 
when he gave his whole lime lo politics, He is un¬ 
doubtedly shrewd, intelligent and ambitious but 
showed considerable weakness in his leadership of 
the Eritrean Government since Federation, It was 
commonly thought amongst Eritreans [bid he is in 
ihe pay or the Ethiopian Government, but in the 
beginning of 1955 he showed signs of adopting a 
more independent altitude In July 1955 personal 
animosity between him self and the T mpCTTor's 
Representative came to a head ant! he was obliged 
to resign a- Chief Executive. After a spell in 
Addis ^Abuba he was appointed Minister to 
Stockholm in May 1956. 

74. Hrigadiur-Gentinit Tiidfii Mukonncn 

Born in 1913. Trained at the Cadet College at 
HoLttn and subsequent served in infantry. He 
fought ac the Baltic of Mai Ceu against the Italians 
in 1936, and was with the Patriot Forces in l94tV-4T 
His present appointment is Commander of the 
2nd Division vvirli headquarters in Asmara, He has 
not done u stall course. Rather reserved and hard 
to get to know, but quite friendly, He speaks, French 
and a little English, which is improving, 

75* A Nona llwophilaE 

Rom in 1907 and given a good Church education 
in Gojjam. He was for many years a teacher of 
various ecclesiastical subjects, and in 1943 was 
gi'-,n the lit!-- of Liqj Siitanat which wn> invented 
for him by the Emperor, whose favour he always 
enjoyed, and appointed head of the Trinity Church 
in Addis Ababa In 1946 he visited England us 
Ethiopian delegate lo the World Sunday School 
Conference at Keswick, He was consecrated bishop 
b> the Patriarch of Alexandria in July 1945 and 
given the See of Harar. In August 1948 he attended 
the Consiiiueni Assembly of the Wortd Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam ns Ethiopian delegate and 
also attended the 1954 Council in the United States, 
He is of brooder outlook than most Ethiopian 
ecclesiastics and speaks a little English. 

76. LAahali Iti/a? VVntdj Gmrgis Wulda Ytibaunis, 
G.CV.O. 

Born aboul 1902. Of humble origin, He was 
educated at eh'.- Mcnelik School. Addis Ababa, and 
started his career as Clerk and interpreter to chiefs 
on European lours. In this capacity he accompanied 
Kas Gmchaw on a mission lo Geneva. On his 
return from Geneva he became Secretary'-GeneraI 
in she Ministry of Foreign Affairs and held this 
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post until 1934. when he was transferred to the 
Mirtiury of the Ren as Director-General, He stayed 
at ihe Emperor's iiide during the Italian invasion 
and left Ethiopia with him. In July 1940 he 
reached Khartum with the Emperor and remained 
with him throughout bis journey to Addis Ababa. 
On arrival al the capital in May 1941 tie was 
appointed Minister of the Pen. which post he bold 
until May 1955- In August 1943 he was a tan given 
the Ministry of the Interior, which he relinquished in 
July 1949 in exchange for the Ministry of Justice. 

Socially agreeable, his intelligence is of a high 
order and is probably unequalled in Ethiopia. He 
is also one of tile few Ethiopians with the rudi¬ 
ments of a social conscience, but his very powerful 
influence on the Emperor personally and the weight 
he carried in the Ethiopian Government were 
used to serve exclusively reactionary interests: and 
lie did not hesitate to use ruthless methods to 
stamp out any potential aggression. The 1947 
"plot " was largely directed against hint. 

He accompanied the Emperor during the State 
visit to England in 1954, Received the G-C.V.O. 

In May 1955 he was disgraced* nominally on 
grounds of peculation, but actually because he had 
become too powerful with spies and supporters in 
every branch of the Government, It is said that the 
Emperor was only prevented from jailing hint by the 
intercession of A buna BasHiOs, and lie was appointed 
Governor-General of Arussi Province, 

Speaks excel lent French and passable English, 

77* IJlaila Tirte Shuatre 

Born in 1901 and educated at the Swedish 
Mission School at Addis Ababa. Speaks English. 
He was a clerk at Dessle before the Italian invasion* 
during which he served on the northern front. 
He afterwards took refuge in Kenya and in 1941 
joined tile Emperor on his return through Gag am, 
[n 1943 he was made Director of the Administrative 
Tribunal in the Prime Minister’s Office, where he 
served till 3 949 when he was appointed Ethiopian 
Minister at Moscow. He -returned to Ethiopia in 
May 1950 and was inter made Vice-President of the 
Chamber of Deputies, fn January 1952 he became 
Vice-Minister of Finance. 

Although rather conservative in his views he gets 
on well with Europeans and is reasonably honest 
and efficient, as well as being socially agreeable. 

In July 1955 he was appointed President of the 
Chamber Of Deputies, He is now relinquishing this 
po-H l Eti become Mayor of Add is Vbabfiu 

78. Deiaamach TWhayu toqiia Selassie 

Born in 1920. he was educated in Ethiopia. He 
speaks nn Language other than Amharic. 

He fought against the I La Law in the 1935 36 war. 
When ilicy occupied Addis Ababa 5i'.’ followed Rus 
Abe be Aragai fsj. He remained with hint until 

he came to Addis Ababa in 1941. He then went 
10 the Imperial Palace, where he was a personal 
attendant lo the Emperor. 

In 1942 he became Governor of Am bo District 
and was made a Fitaurari In 1946 he was 
appointed Viee-Gmcrrior of Shoa Province and in 
1954 Vice-Minister of Public Health, In March 
1956 he became Deputy Governor-General s>f 
Gamu-Gofa whih the rank of ITcjazmach- 

79. Colonel WwUjira Scrdn 

Born in 1912. Educated ,it St. Cyr. and sutwic- 
qltently served in irtfuntry. He fougin at the Kittle 
of Mai Cey. and during L940-41 was with the 
Patriot Forces, His present appointment h 
Cliicf of Finance in the Ministry of Defence. 

He is a very friendly, chatty, litflc man. speaks 
fluent French and fair English. With so many 
fingers in so many financial pies he is probably not 
above lining IiLn own pocket when he can 
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80. Colonel VVosait Huilu K all b a ha Hagshnni 

Born in 1916. Educated at the Taffari Makonnen 
School in Addis Ababa and at the HoltUa Military 
Academy, The hereditary ruler of the district of 
Wag as head of an old-esliiblishcd lomily. With his 
father, the previous Wa^hum. he fought against the 
Italians until captured, and his fmher was beheaded 
before Ills eyes. He was sent to the penal settlement 
of Noera: -tm bis release he joined the patriots and 
was recognised by them as their chief not only in 
Wag but also in iimicn. 

In 1941 the Emperor confirmed his position as 
Governor of Wag. He remained, however, largely in 
the capital, and in 1945 was appointed Vice-Minister 
of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones, Here lie 
showed himself conscientious but lacking in 
administrative training and ability. He nritnqutvhed 
the post in June 1947 and was reappointed Governor 
of Wae, although it was nearly a year later that he 
eventually returned to his province. He had joined 
the party of the Minister of the Pen. and hts return 
to Wag was generally considered us being for the 
purpose of keeping an eye on the activities of FUs 
Seyyum, who returned to the Ti^rai al the same 
time. He was brought back, to Addis Ababa in 1950 
and was generally believed lo be in disgrace. In 
March 1951 lie was appointed Minister to Greece 
and left for Athens in August* shortly after the 
discovery of the plot to assassinate the Emperor. He 
was currently suspected of complicity in the plot 
since his wife, a daughter of Fitaurari Tafcss Habie 
Mikael is sister-in-law to the leader of the 

conspiracy■ Biiwadcd N'agush, He wus recalled uivd 
has been living in Addis Ababa, lie was 10 have 
been appointed Ambassador to Moscow On [he 
Legation being raised to on Embassy: it is now. 
however, announced that he wilt take up the post 
of President of the Chamber of Deputies. 

81, Colonel Wddc St'lnv'-ie Bvrekc 

Born in 1917. educated ai Gffirer Training 
College at Khartum, and subsequently served in 
Arullefy, He returned to Ethiopia with a Cadet 
Battalion, but saw r no aeliise service Has at tended 
a Stall Course in 1950 at Hollettu. from which he 
passed out 2nd with a report for hard work but not 
brilliance. 

His present appointment is Chief of Mall. G-2* 
at the Ministry of Defenee, Hu is rather shy 
and takes a long time to gel ('■> know, but is very 
cooperative and has provided some useful 
information. 

Speaks French and fair English. 

82. Colonel \ aiofi tiabre Leal 

Born in 1911, Tigreun. Educated at Swedish 
Evangelical Mission, Asmara, lafari Mukomuiu 
School, AdJis Ababa and Liter Si. Cyr, Speaks 
Ftendt* Italian, ami improving English. 

Fought in the lialp-Ethiopian War. on the 
northern front 1935-36 and was wounded. 
Imprisoned by Italians 1937 and sent to Nocru 
for three years In 1943 he joined the Ministry of 
War. In 1945 he was appointed Acting Governor 
of Adua. but never tw>k up the post. His present 
appointment is Chief of Staff. G-l, in the Ministry 
of Defence. 

A very quiet and rather shy personality, but 
quite friendly, B is impossible to estimate his 
capabilities as .1 vtait officer, but he is intelligent 
and likely to be above Ethiopian stsitdards. 

83, Colonel Yasu Mangashu 

Born in 1912 at Keren, Eritrea, and educated 
first in Asmara, then at the Talari Makonncn School 
at Addis Ababa, and later at SambCyr, Speaks 
French, l tali an. Arabic and some English. He was 
wounded in action against the Italians on the 
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northern from, where he fought in 1935 and 1916, 
From i 917 to 1939 iie wji imprisoned by ihe 
Italians in lulkn 6onialtljnii.. In (941 he joined 
tiiu siaji of Ihc Ministry of War, where he served 
muff early 1952. In 3 94$ he was- nude Secretary- 
General of me Ministry ana some two vvars later 
made Vice-Chief of she Imperial General Sialf. 
In February 1952 he was appointed Governor of 
Maji. out only took up his dunes in June 1953, 

He iiaf a much more independent outlook than 
mast Ethiopia to and he expresses Itb views with a 
freedom which is often surprising. Hu is inteUigent, 
■capable and honest a* well as having a sense of 
hu:a, ur and most of she spckl graces. He married 
eJil daughter of Bi-alto. Ephraim (<y.n.) t who is 
Europeanised and speaks excellent English, but it 
is understood thill the marriage is now on the rock*. 

h-l. U| Vi!nu lilcri^ut 

dorn about 1906 of a wellnfitab-ishird GalU family 
from Gimbi and Mm of Biatta DcreJtut, former 
Director of the Ministry of Agriculture and owner 
of .i gold and platinum concession and of large 
estates in Walloga Province. He was educated at 
the Mcnelik School. Addis Ababa. and bier at 
Victoria College. Alexandria, and the London School 
ol Economies. Upon has return from England in 
1934 he worked in the English Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Ira the Etaio-Ethiopian 
War he joined the forces of Rns Imru and was 
captured with him in the autumn of 1936, and sent 
with him to Italy, In £949 he returned to Ethiopia 
and worked with the other political prisoners In the 
Political Office 

Tn August 1941 he was appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry of Finance and in November 
1942 wjs raised to Vice-Minister, which he remained 
until July 1949 when he became Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, 

In both Ministries he has .shown himself a good 
organiser and strict disciplinarian, hut has Wn 
handicapped by inadequate technical knowledge. 
Ele has j reputation for comparative honesty and"is 
tire acknowledged leader of the young progressive 
Ethiopians, He warn*, to encourage ihc economic 
development of the countrv with the help of foreign 
capital but tends to underestimate the practical 
difficulties and to evcr-cslimate the attractions of 
Ethiopia ns a Held for investment. Charged in 1952 
with the conduct of the abortive negotiations with 
the It 'ban Government on the subject of reparations 
arising out of the Peace Treaty. In 1953 was made 
Ethiopian Ambassador in Washington. 

Socially agrees hj- spanking excellent English, he 
suffers from an inferiority complex which sometimes 
bederih his personal relations and which may be 
due to his dimunStive \\7t. 

Mimed to a daughter of Df, Martin who h 
Europeanised and rather “intellectual." 

Ah N’cfiusi Zamle Ayelln 

Born in 1902. m the district of Amhura Saint. 
Is a relative of the Emperor anti brother-in-law of 
R.rv Imru, Ebs received a purely Ethiopian educa¬ 
tion and '-peaks no foreign languages. Ar the time 
of the Italian invasion he held the rank of Fjtaurari 
«id the post of Govern'ir of Maji Fought against 
fro Italians. but was forced to retreat into Kenya,, 
where he remained until the Emperor's return’to 
Ethiopia, when he accompanied him on hiv advance 
from Khartum. Promoted ( o D.ij:i/iruch irf Dcci‘m* 
h.-r 1941, and appointed Governor of Maii-Gimifra 
:i!id Kilfa In July 1943 he became \fj Negus. 
His exile in Kenya appears to have broadened his 
outlook, which was formerly, owing to his limited 
education, narrow and conservative. An easy-going, 

H-nature:! person of no great intelligence or 


courage as Chief Justice,, who dutifully ludflifed ink 
functions, as " Mouth oj the King." "(Ala NegUij 
WLUl Jus retirement in 1949 on Jicu.fi I l grounds. 

K6. liijud Zaudk- Bi-Lainch 

iiom about L9U2 T educated at the Mcndik School 
and Later in Eranee, where he studied engineering, 
Spcaka Ereaich well. Was a deputy Commissioner 
on me Eiiuopum-British Somaliland Boundary 
Commission 1932-34. Director ol Public Works 
before the Jtuiisn occupation, after which lie wem 
into exile in t rance. Returned lo Ethiopia in Sep¬ 
tember 1942. nod was appointed Director-General of 
tile Addis Ababa Municipality, In June 1943 became 
\ ice-Minister of Public Works and Communications, 
J! k in July 1945 was appointed Vice-Minister of 
Agriculture, but did not taxc up his duties, appearing 
to b; under a cloud of some kind. In July £946 
he returned to Lire Ministry of Public Works and 
Communications He acted as Vice-Minister tor 
Foreign Affairs in 1947, in July 3949 lie took the 
additional portfolio of Minister of Public Health and 
relinquished ilia; of Minister of Public Works and 
Communications early in 1950. In 1952 appointed 
President of the Chamber of Deputies, Look part 
in tile negotiations in 1954 cm the return to Ethiopian 
administration of the Reserved Area and the Hand. 
In May 1955 was appointed Kuntibd (Mayor) of 
Addis Ababa, He is a small* energetic man of good 
■education, socially amenable but radiating pomposity. 
Jn his various official capacities he has shown himseif 
to o; stubborn, inefficient und corrupt. 

His appointment as Director of Customs has just 
been published. 

87, Ale /.auric Cab re Hfywot 

Bkim in I9Q9, Educated at die Mcnclik School. 
Started his career a Customs clerk in 1930. At the 
time of the Italian invasion he was headman at Au 
Barreh. whence he escaped to British Somaiiland. 
He remained there until I94ri when he went to 
Kenya under Limcnani-Coluiic! Curie (now Her 
Majesty’s Con suit, 

In November 1941 he was appointed Chid Secre¬ 
tary in the office of the Governor of Addis Ababa, 
In July 1942 he became Secrelary-General of the 
Hirar Province aid in Eutuaiy 1943 was made 
Governor of Chercher. Tn November 1943 he was 
appointed Secretary -General of the Prime Minister's 
Office, In March 1945 he was given his first dipk>* 
untie post, tint of first Secretary of the Ethiopian 
Legation in London and in August 1 4 >46 was 
appointed Ethiopian Charge d’Altai res at Stock* 
holm- He served on the Ethiopian E>elcpaiion to the 
General Assembly in the autumn of 1947. In 
January I94ti he wav made Director-General of (he 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in July 1949 was 
promoted to the rank of Vice-Minister, tn 1949 
and 1950, when Mo \klilou was frequently abroad, 
he was left for long periods in charge of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Being weak and rather 
ineffectual by nature, he did not altogether five 
up to his new responsibility at first, .buT improved 
considerably Inter on. !n 1951 he spent much time 
a I A mi fa. where he re prevented ihc Ethiopian 
Government su discussions with the United Nations 
Commissioner and the British Administration 
regardinc the future cpastilutfottal *tatL?s and 
arrangements for the hand-over of Fritrea Early 
in £952 he was nominated Ethiopian Ambas.wdor 
to Rome, u post to which he did not seem 
particularly filled in view of his deep-rooted ariti- 
turiiATi feclines. While waiting to take up his 
appointrnenr fie u. r as accused of having embc'Tj'led 
some i 13.000 of Ministry of Foreign Affairs funds, 
He was able to nccounit for rather less than half 
this :i mount. However, after a short period of 
retirentenl from public life, he was appointed 
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Ethiopian delegate at United Nations, tn May 1956 
he was appointed Ambassador in Cairo. 

Socially amiable and generally well disposed, he 
is not a sLrong personality and owes his advance* 
litem largely to His- kinship with the Prime Minister. 
Speaks good English. 

H S. Lk-ja/maeh Zaode Gabre Selassie 

Bkirn in I *427, the son of the laic Dejozmach 
Gubra Selasvic and through his mother, who v-ibse- 
quemly teamed and was divorced by the Crown. 
Pnncv. a. grandson of R,t> Scyum it/,r.>. While sti|] 
a c.tlU lie was given the rank of Dejazcnach and 
made " governor " of a province in the Tigrai, He 
Wiis educated first in Palestine and later, ufier a 
spell at the Haile Selassie Secondary Sc hem] at 
Addis Ababa, in England. He spent'one year at 
University College, Exeter, and three years at 
St. PcterV Hail, Oxford, where he graduated h 
1951. Before returning to Ethiopia he served with 
t£re Ethiopian Delegation to the United Nations. 
Early in £952 he was made head of the Economic 
Dcpanmen; oT I He Ministry of Foreign Affairs i.rlI 
in June 1952 he was given in addition charge of 
the Mtrot-try's Ptcss and frtfomiation IX'partmcnt, 
Since the summer of 1953 he lias been Director 
General of ttr.iriiiu all iirs in She M imstry of P-rfcnce, 
hut Itiile responsibility seems to have b;cn devolved 
tipoti him, or sought, there were recently indi¬ 
cations that he might be finding his feet rtntl in 1955 
he was made Vice-Minister of Public Works and 
Communications. He has recently returned from a 
successful visit to the United States to negotiate 
with ihe £ IJ.R.D. und frxptiri luipon Bunk 

Friendly, intelligent und a cood conversationalist. 
Speaks good English and French. F£c h, by virtue of 
the family connexiOTi, a protege of the Crown Prince. 


Foreigners 

89, Albert Henry Garrctxon t American I 

Horn at Tacoma, Washington, United States, in 
U J 10. Married- Educated in American aaiversifies 
and subsequently a Rhodes '..’holar, he is an M \ 
of Oxford University. He later held posts as 
senior Attorney with the Department of Justice, 
Assistant Legal Adviser to die State Deportment 
asad Professor of Law at^ New York Univcrsiiv. 
During the war lie served with the Foreign Econoiruc 
Administration in London and with S.H-A Fi 
from 1943 to 1945. In 1947 he was granted 
extended leave from New York University 
and entered the service of ihe ELhiOpiart Govern¬ 
ment as adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He iii on the TclecomilUi hi cations Board and \\> legal 
adviser to the Ethiopian Air Lines. 

Basically pro*British, he works in uneasy partner¬ 
ship with Mr. Spencer who bears all the real 

responsibility. Not a hard worker and not therefore 
likely ever to attain the respect of his employers* us 
Mr. Spencer has done. His political view ■ are some¬ 
what Leftist. He has a pleasant personality and his 
relations with this embassy arc excelIcnL 

9(1, I!rreadier-General ChriMmn NDma (Swedish) 

Aged about 50 and married with three children. 
He is a Major-General in the Swedish Regular Air 
Force and has the local rank of Brigadier-General, 
He arrived in Rhiopia m November 1954 and look 
over command of ibe Imperial Ethiopian \ir Force 
in December 1954 from Count von Rosen (r/.i >, wbp 
is a dose friend of his. 

He woa formerly commaodine a Fighter Wing in 
Sweden, and this is his first appointment outsisfe hi 15 - 
own country 

Rather stiff in manner, he appears friendly and 
is pro-British in his outlook. Hi? English is fair 
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91, .tubii lluthuiruy s lk-licct (Ametiaa) 

Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Born about I9US, Married lo a Swedish lady, 
A native of Iowj.. appears to have private means. 

Studied international law in ParL and Berlm. 

Assistant to the Emperor's financial and general 
adviser, Mr. E. A. Colson, in £935-36. Subsequently 
waji with the Ethiopian delegation at Geneva and 
Later worked su [fie Stale Department Volunteered 
after Pearl Harbour and obtained a staff appoint¬ 
ment in the 1 ‘listed States navy. The Ethiopian 
Government asked the State Department in Wash¬ 
ington for hsm in 1943, and fie was withdrawn from 
the North African forces and flew to Ethiopia, 
arriving on 2nd October, \ 943. After His Majesty's 
GovertunfriCs concurrence had been obtained, tie 
was appointed adviser to the Ministry of F^rricn 
Affairs on 6th November. 

Kurd-working and i^uiicL he has someth iny of the 
bigoted missionary and much ol the Middle Western 
small-tomi lawyer. He was probably brought up in 
an ami-British tradition and at one time seemed to 
regard it as his mission in life ia protect innocenl 
Ethiopia from British imperialism To <So him 
justice, however, his devotion to Ethiopia has also 
brought hi in into conflict with bii own com patriot's. 
E5iiriiiy the last four years or so. when lie has spent 
much "of Ms time serving on Successive Ethiopian 
delegations ao the General Assembly, ihe need so 
co-operate with membirs of British delegations over 
Eritrea seems to have had a mellowing effect 
Socially awkward and still rather peLtifoggirre, he 
is no longer the fly in the Auglo-Eehiopiaa ointment 
(bat He once was and indeed during die long negotia¬ 
tions preceding the transfer of power in Entrca he 
showed himself extremely friendly, thou|h often a 
very hard bargainer- If good relations with him are 
cultivated there is no doubt thai he will continue to 
be helpful lo us. while still serving the Ethiopians 
loyally. 


Eritrea 

92, Dcjach A tin ha Tescmma. M.B.L 

Fkirn L9t>£. Son of Rav Tesemma ami tonterly 
district chief of Dekki Admokhim, Rnbra .and 
Egaefa Hames Was appointed assistant political 
secretarv to the late British Administration in R4S 
having previously served as adviser on native affairs 
in Italian times He is one of the most astute men 
in Eritrea, bitterly opposed co Ainharic rule and in 
the past 3m been a champion of the re-establishment 
of (be supremacy of the Tigrni in F.iliiopi;i. 

Since federation there has been crnisiderabte hod 
teclinc: between him and the Thief Executive and it 
is the greatest pity that this able man is not serving 
in the Frit ream Got, ■eminent, 

93. Sheikh All Keffiri 

Aged about 41. Formerly Prevident of the 
Eritrean Assembly, from which post he resigned 
in July E 5 ?55 after a vote of Censure which was in fact 
really directed against Ted la Bairu (nj.v.l. While 
in office he appeared to be (he sLool-pigeon of the 
Chief Executive and showed many weaknesses in 

his otlic i a I capacity Nevertheless, he has a large 
following among the Moslems in the Western 
Province, where he A trusted by the tribal Sheikhs. 
Although apparently under the thumb of the Chief 
Executive he privately expressed great concern at 
the (rend of events in Eritrea vines Federation. Went 
to Lake Success in (949 with the Moslem League 
Delegation. Appointed Counsellor for Internal 
Affairs, in the Biiwaded’s (No. 191 office with a salary 
paid from Federal funds. He i 1 - also a merchant 
with interests is \>rnar.i and Western Province. 
Shrewd and tactful 


F 









94. Dr jar Artla Wavne 

Secroi^ry far Uic Interior Eritrean Govemtncni 
Bom H06, E be '-.an of an AmEum immigrant to 
Keren. A Roman Catholic. Educated at a Catholic 
hoarding chool for eight years. Lind speaks Mahan 
well. Served under the Italian Government as. an 
interpreter in Eritrea, Sent jlilartd. finally in Ethiopia, 
where fie was personal! interpreter to Craziani. Very 
unpopular in Addis Ababa bee&ure nf his associa¬ 
tion woh Graziani and was. later transferred id 
Gouda r. Created tXjannu:h by the Mahans. 
Formerly Treusurer to the Unionist Parly in Eritrea. 
Daring the Brilish Military Administration was 
a- ■ ■;fit lo the tihinpian Liaison Officer* and was 
closely associated with some of the la tier's more 
nefarious activities. He flow has considerable 
iat. rests in salt, transport and malch-fliakinS enter¬ 
prises in Eritrea, tram which he is said Id derive 
v.' iridcrahie income- Appointed to the Imperial 
1 .Jrral Council in May 1955. Described ms fanatical 
and hot-headed, he has a good deal of influence. 


95, Filjiurari A stall* IV«4dmitiKl 

Bom 1914. A Roman Catholic, Was an inter¬ 
preter for the Italians. Including a period of three 
years ai Rome and another period at Addis Ababa, 
until 1941, when he worked in various capacities 
for the Ethiopian Government, In W7 became. 
Director-General of Eigre and in 1951 was a member 
of an Ethiopian mission to discuss the shift;* question 
with the British Administration. In 1952 was made 
head; of ibe Press Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and in 1953 was sent to Asmara as. 
she Emperor?. Vice-Rcprcscntalive. In August 1955 
h.- v ..ls elected Chief I recutivc by she Assembly 
to succeed Tedb Bairu. 

A capable man v. host appointment will almost 
Certain I > strengthen the cause of those who wish 
for complete union with Ethiopia, though be is 
unlikely to make any rash moves in that direction 
for the time being. He has dearly entered ofltoe 
with full Ethiopian support. 

96, Ih'iadi Heine Karachi 

Bom Amha Deriio 3 Copt. Wav formerly 

head of the first town ward of .Asmara and district 
chief < if Su n Lamia and Wofcurli hut was dc- 
pi>!>ed in 194i> for an incitement to disorder ul a 
P^viitio.L 1 meeting- Eldest son (by first marriage} 
of the late Ras Baraki and now heed of that large 
and influential family. President of the Unionise 
Party and held in respect by all members of the 
comm unity. Because of his age lie now lakes little 
pan in politics. 

97, Cbehrej nhanoes Tetf&rasrluu 

Secretary far l-co-munic Allairs. September 1956, 
Born Hama lien 191 I Toresi guard under tu lions 
\u.'2 43. iMcrcbani 1943 45. Secretary Asmara and 
Hnnstyien brunch of Unionist Party and editor of Its 
Hcwspapcf. I-ihh,tpia t from 1946, Appointed 
Director of Public Relations by Tcdfa Baifu in 
September 1952, 

fkjaz Jlaeus Ghebre 

Age abnui ill (1956). Bom in Anserba 
(ll.iriusicdt. Speaks and writes Figriftya and Italian. 
A C ath olic of the Ethiopian rite, who w;w employed 
for many tear- in the Italian Directorate of Political 
Affairs." Honest, capable, well oil and popular in 
Asmara native circles- Under the British Adminis¬ 
tration. was President of the Asmara Native Council. 
Appointed to he a Judge of the District Court aflct 
Federation (September 19521 and became Mavor in 
March 1956. 


99, DedjUCb J1 assail Ali 

Born in 3 883. Moslem. Wats formerly an inier- 
peeler under liic Italian Government. Well educated 
and most capable. Enjoys great popularity and 
political in flue nice amongst both Moslem and topes. 
Had a narrow escape when □ bomb was thrown at 
his house by members, of the Andinet in July 1947, 

1(H). Alo thru hint Sultan 

Aged about forty-live. Moslem of a serf tribe of 
the NUcfa d:strict.' -Speaks good Malian and during 
Sulian times rose to the highest rank possible far an 
Eritrean. Employed by the British Administration 
from 1912 to 1944. Was originally mi advocate of 
union with Ethiopia, hut split with ihe Christian 
leaders of the party to become General Secretary of 
(he Moslem League in 1^46. He is to-day a member 
of the Eritrean Assembly, Is completely untrust¬ 
worthy and a great talker. Strongly opposed to the 
Ethiopians snd would, have one believe he is a 
figure IO bo reckoned with ill opposition to the 
present Cfau-rnrticnc, Undoubtedly in the pari he 
has had influence but to-d.iv appears to be a spent 
force. 

Hie activities with the Moslem League have 
embittered his relations with the Ethiopian 
authorities, who prosecuted him in June 1955 on a 
charge of defaming a foreign Government official, 
namely, (he Prime Minister of ihc Sudan, It is 
noteworthy shat neither the Prime Minister of the 
Sudan or his representatives, brought this charge. 
The case still drags on 

l€l. A buna Marco# 

Bom about 1890. Bishop of the Coptic Christian 
Community of Eritrea. Commenced 3ns religious 
studies at Uj7.cn. where he was befriended by tlie 
late Abbot Andcniiriam Hugos, \ppointecl Abbot 
of the dependent monastery of Debiet Ghcrmet in 
the Tigrai in 1925, 1st 1931 the Abbot of Bi/en 
died and with she support of the Emperor Marcos 
was appointed in his place, h pwrly educated, 
conceited, ambitious, and deceitful. His private life 
is not what it should be. He has considerable 
influence amongst the Coptic masses. 

102. Sakh Mimed Kckia Pasha 

Born 1903. Moslem. Wealthy general merchant 
In Malian days ,j:i 1i ilian spy and was ittlenied 
for security reasons during the British occupation. 
Protested !t. was strongly pro-British and was 
released. Joined 3>nth Unionist Party mad Moslem 
League m different limes. Did much for the Union¬ 
ist P.irty priv's to Federation ami has had great 
influence on the Modems in, that respect. Spends 
most of his time in AdJis Abatai where he has 
considerable business lies Reported Lo be dis¬ 
appointed in the outcome of Federation but is still 
cTosc to the Emperor, A member of the Erilrcan 
Assembly. 

103, Sheikh Mohammed Nur Ifav ifsssan Naib. 

QAJL 

About siity years; old. The Nazir of MassJWSt. 
During the British occupation came into great 
prominence and did important ami useful work as a 
native a U'iser rtf an old family, -arung character and 
dignity, widely versed in the history ami customs of 
(he RimI Set province where he has great'influenec. 
Formerly Held the post or Secretary For Social Affaire 
in (he Eritrean Government 

MM, Shaikh Mohamcrl Onia? rbrnhim 

Secretary for State Property. A fanner Chief of 
Public Worts, he was ft failure in this office and 
was transferred ns Commissioner of State Lands. 
He recently resigned from this appointment, and has 
been working far Crow, Steer* and Shepherd* the 
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American contractors building the new United 
States base in Asmara. Although he was once a 
member of ihe Moslem League, he is now a 
Unionist and is closely associated with the P.l I Lice.. 
He was nominated to (he Imperial Federal Council 
in May 1955. 

195. Shaikh Umar EEa.c&iii 0 , M.ILK, 

Secretary for Law Lmd Justice. Formerly Senior 
Divisional Officer at Agordat .md Red Sea Divisions. 
A Moslem, with an excellent command of English 
and mis era l yen rs’ very satisfaclory service under 
British Adminislration. 

10b. Shaikh Said Safaf 

Secretary for Social Affairs. Born m 1912 at 
Ghindii oi the GhcJem Sikta tribe. Brother of the 
Headman of Ghinda, A Moslem mereh.mi, speaking 
Arabic. Tipi Tigrinya and Italian, who was of little 
or no importance sn himself until he was ejected 
Member fnr ihe Ghinda constituency of [he Red Sea 
Division m the Assembly. His family commands 
very considerable influence in the coastal plain of 
Eritrea. 

107, Mr* Sbou Mmahem Joseph 

lk>m Aden 18S4, British subject. Arrived in 
Eritrea 1910. General merchant w r ith large interests 
in Asmara and Aden. Head of the Jewish 
comm unity in Eritrea since 192S. in which capacity 
he has kept the community dear of local politics. 
During the British occupation lie wa? consistently 
friendly and helpful and since hus continued so lo be. 

IDS. Ka.s Tescnuua Asberom. O.B.E, 

Bom abom 1870. Ex-disirict chief of Decehi 
Admocom. Egghela Ham us, Robra and HadiJegti. 
One of ihe most influential personalities in the 
territory corning from ancient ruling family. Fouqhl 
in the I Glim Army at the battle of Adua. Has 
visited Italy and Palestine. Authoritative* respected 
and well loved by 3iis people. Proud and vindictive 
where hh presume nntl po-sitioii are involved. Now 
holds ihe posirion of elder sratcsjnan and js not seen 
much in public, probably owing lo the rivalry of his 
son (see separate list) with Dodja?mach Ted la B;iirn, 

10 :!.. Cramiazch TofajubaitRe 1 * fikrhf 

Secretary for E tuance. Formerly Director of 
S.H’fal Service^ Son of [he Pislriei Chief of Tcrder. 
himself a Member of the Assembly, and nephetv of 
Has Tessemah, Intelligent, capable and respected, 
with much common sense tmd a broad ouBook, 
Served under lhe British Administration in the 
Seme and Akeleguzui Divisions, where lie displayed 


considerable ability. Has an excellent command of 
English. Hitherto has kept aloof from polities* bat 
in iuture will doubtless play a prominent part in the 
affairs of the State, 

UO. Vtu Woldtab Woldetuariam 

Of I'igrai extraction* born about 1905, A Swedish 
Mission Protestant Well educated with a good 
knowledge of English and a very chinning and 
probably sincere man. Formerly employed bv the 
British In formation Services. Once a member of 
the Unionist Party, be Eater joined the Liberal Pro- 
grcsbhe Party and later still became a lone advocate 
for partition. He then became leader of the 
Intcifeciiialm Party of. the Independent Bloc and was 
one of the chief opponents of the l nionist delegation 
at Lake Sueccss. 

Hu h a bitter enemy of both the Emperor and the 
Ecnpire of Ethiopia. He is convinced that the 
present Eritrean Government is in the pay of the 
Ethiopians and is prepared to go to any lengths to 
prevent the annexation of Eritrea by Ethiopia, 
However, recent steps taken by belli the Ethiopian 
and Erilreiri Govern men is have made (he possibility 
of him raising a worthwhile opposition practically 
negligible, Woldcnunam has had seven attempts 
made upon his life. In August 195? the Ethiopian 
Government, after considerable hesitation, gave him 
a passport with which be travelled to the Sudan and 
where he has remained. 

ML Dr* F. Diouirio 

Bom 3908 at Port Sudan. An Indian national 
born rn Egypt and a member of the Italian Civil 
Service, tie came to Eritrea as an interpreter with 
Marshal GnizianL Very well thought of by ihe fate 
British Administration- He was Mayor of Asmara 
until March 1956, when lie wu* superseded by Dcjaz 
Hugos GfiL-hru, ft former Judge, arid Dionisio became 
Vice-Mayor, As Mayor he ran ihe MumctpaUly 
with great efficiency and wall presumably continue 
let be a go,id influence in his present post. 

He has always shown the greatest courtesy to the 
BfiiAh since Federation, Though there was, formerly 
a ‘-[tong current of local opinion against 3um as being 
too pro-Italian, he has modified Tith attitude in this 
respect and can now be described os pre-Ethiopian-' 
Eritrean. 

112. VEiMivigriof ^larimmi 

Aged sixty-eight Roman Catholic Bishop 
(Apostolic Vicar) of Eritrea. He Is a shrewd man 
and tildes^ a fund of political wisdom under an 
assumed iimplicily. Was formerh on good terms 
with the Fascists and since has worked discreetly 
fot the maintenance of Catholic and Malian 
influence in Eritrea, He was, however, always on 
good terms xvith the fa!e British Administration. 







